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Bristol Parkway Station and Surrounds Masterplan

Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways (FoSBR) welcomes the proposal to transform Bristol 
Parkway into a “living station”.

Creating the station as a destination in and of itself, rather than simply a place to transit 
through is very important. It is vital for the growth of rail that transit-oriented development 
is championed, and living stations are key in promoting this.

Not only does having more facilities close to a train station make it more interesting, it also 
promotes the local economy by providing more opportunities for jobs and to spend money. 
Having more people in and around the train station creates more eyes on the street and 
improves overall safety as well. 

The Arup/Jacobs proposal seeks to make the best of what is actually a thin and fairly 
difficult site in terms of spatial planning. It should be applauded for their addition of more 
useable green space, and for setting out to transform Bristol Parkway into a new centre for
North Bristol. It could however be further improved with some more tweaks. 

Introducing more apartments and living areas into the overall design is important. To be a 
living station it needs people living there. Other facilities for living such as co-working 
spaces, sport facilities, a 24-hour pharmacy, or even a multi-use community hall, should all
be considered. 

New and improved pedestrian links will be very important. The proposed links to the north 
towards Brins Close and Field Farm Close will greatly improve access to the relocated 
station building, as will the new links towards Westfield Lane.

FoSBR strongly supports the construction of additional platform capacity. The masterplan 
refers to a potential new Platform 0, for London arrivals.  We would have thought a new   
Platform 5, to the north of the existing tracks, would be more useful as it could allow direct 
level access for London-bound passengers as well as providing useful circulation space.
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