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FoSBR Newsletter         Number 107           February 2022 

(Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways) 
 

 

Good News Stories 

Recent, local rail stories give us hope that the rail renaissance in the Greater Bristol area is 
actually beginning.  Two parts of the MetroWest phase 1 plans are starting to take place, at 
last ………. 

 (1) The new Severn Beach Line timetable 

 
 
Sunday 12 December 2021 was the first day of the new Severn Beach line timetable.   On 
weekdays there are now two trains per hour to Avonmouth, with hourly trains to Severn 
Beach.  Many trains are now extended to Weston-super-Mare, providing a cross-city 
service - the first step towards MetroWest’s half hourly services at most local stations. 

 

FoSBR has been campaigning for these improvements over many years and so, of course, 
we had to celebrate – by holding an event at Severn Beach.  Passengers and campaigners 
were joined by Councillors Don Alexander (Bristol City Cabinet Member for Transport), Guy 
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Poultney (Green councillor from Bristol) and Steve Reade (South Gloucestershire Cabinet 
Member for Transport) on the train before the event at Severn Beach.  There we were 
greeted by Councillor Peter Tyzack, leader of the Pilning and Severn Beach parish council, 
for photos and a celebratory song.  We then enjoyed refreshments at Shirley’s café. 

 
(2) Portway Park & Ride: Work starts 

 
 

 
 
Facts about the new station: 

➢ Customer facilities will include waiting shelters, help points, ticket machines, smart 
ticket readers, Wi-Fi, customer help points, public announcement system, induction 
loops and CCTV coverage. 

➢ Station will have two entrances (north and south).  The south entrance will be brought 
into use when station opens but will see greater use when car park extended, as 
planned by Bristol City Council 

➢ It will be fully accessible and PRM (Persons of Reduced Mobility) compliant. 
➢ The operational length of the single platform will be 126m long and 3.3m wide, 

allowing a 5-car train of 23m (eg. Turbo) formation to call. 

➢ The current timetable has passive provision for Portway P&R so trains will likely arrive 
early at Avonmouth or Shirehampton 

 

This is the first new railway station within the City of Bristol since Parson Street was built in 
1927 and is part of MetroWest phase 1a plans.  It has been planned for many years and, 
despite many delays, the opening of this station heralds a welcome development of rail 
provision in our area. 

We are very pleased to see that work 
started in February 2022 on the 
£4.2M railway station at the Portway 
Park & Ride site, following completion 
of the preparatory works in December 
2021. This is jointly funded by Bristol 
CC, WECA, DfT and Network Rail, with 
the engineering work contracted to 
Dyer & Butler.   

The station, which will open during 
this summer, is designed to provide a 
useful extra transport option for the 
local community, as well as providing 
Park and Ride users from further 
afield with a rail option to 
destinations along the Severn Beach 
Line or for onward travel on the wider 
rail network from Bristol Temple 
Meads. 
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THE DARTMOOR LINE 
 
Some more Good News (although slightly out of our area) - the railway line between 
Exeter and Okehampton was re-opened for public service on 20 November 2021, nearly 50 
years since regular passenger services ceased in 1972.  A launch event was held 3 days 
earlier to which the great and the good were invited; Transport Secretary, Grant Shapps, 
rode on a train from Crediton to Okehampton to open the line.   More than 10,000 people 
travelled on this route during the first two weeks of operation. 
 

 
Okehampton Station – first day of new service 

The Exeter to Okehampton route follows the Tarka line (Exeter to Banstaple) as far as 
Coleford Junction and then branches west to Okehampton. There are trains every two 
hours each way, seven days a week, between Okehampton, Crediton and Exeter St Davids, 
including services for daily commuters.  Most services also call at Exeter Central, including 
the key peak services and one or two trains will stop at Newton St Cyres.  It is planned to 
increase the frequency of the service to hourly as from the next timetable change in May.  
At present, an anytime day return ticket costs £8.00.    It is interesting that GWR, Dartline 
Coaches and Devon County Council have also made sure that local transport is all 
coordinated, ensuring that easy bus and train connections to the rest of Britain are easily 
accessible from the Dartmoor Line.  A lesson for Bristol? 

 

The re-opening was made 
possible by a grant of £40M from 
the Restore Your Railway fund.   
It has come about as a result of 
the successful collaboration 
between the DfT, Network Rail, 
GWR, Devon County Council, 
Devon and Cornwall Rail 
Partnership – together with local 
campaigners and MPs. 

https://dartmoorline.com/
https://www.dartline-coaches.co.uk/
https://www.dartline-coaches.co.uk/
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To make the restoration possible, Network Rail’s team of engineers laid 11 miles of new 
track and installed 24,000 concrete sleepers and 29,000 tonnes of ballast in a record-
breaking 20-day period.  Repairs have also been made to 21 structures along the route 
including 4 bridges.  Other infrastructure work has included level crossing improvements 
and the installation of railway communications equipment.  Vegetation clearance, earth 
and drainage works and fencing have also been completed and further infrastructure work 
will continue to take place to increase the line speed to enable an hourly service in 
summer 2022.  We note that it only took 9 months from receipt of funding to opening the 
line! 

The station building at Okehampton will be upgraded, ready for the summer 2022 season.  
It is planned to turn it into a local community hub including a café, shop and Dartmoor 
National Park visitors centre.  It is also proposed to open Okehampton Parkway station at 
the eastern side of the town.  The station is to be sited at the A30 junction at Stockley 
Hamlet and would be sited at the Business Park - as well as serving a further 900 homes 
close to the site.  This would give access to rail for the east part of Okehampton and act as 
the nearest accessible railhead for parts of West Devon, Torridge and North Cornwall.   

 

It used to be possible to travel by rail from Exeter to Okehampton and then down to 
Plymouth via Tavistock.  Indeed, many campaigners believe this could not only improve 
transport options for the area to the north of Dartmoor, but also provide a diversionary 
route when the vulnerable main line through Dawlish is affected by bad weather. 

There are plans to reopen the railway line between Tavistock and Bere Alston and these 
are now moving a step closer after £50,000 of government funding from the ‘Restoring 
Your Railway’ fund to help prepare a business case for reopening this dismantled 5.5 mile 
stretch of line.  Devon County Council will also be adding £20K towards the cost of the 
business plan.  At Bere Alston, trains would continue to Plymouth on the existing 
Gunnislake branch line.  If the Tavistock re-opening succeeds, then it would only leave the 
17.5 miles between Okehampton and Tavistock to be re-instated so as to complete a 
northern diversionary route.   
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Portishead railway: what is REALLY happening? 
 
A short recap: 

 

 
 

The DCO application was submitted by North Somerset Council on 15 November 2019 and 
accepted on 12 December 2019.  The Planning Inspectorate then carried out the main 
examination of the proposals over an 18 month period, finally sending its findings to the 
Secretary of State for Transport, Grant Shapps, on 19 July 2021.  He then had to announce 
his decision within 3 months – by 19 October 2021.  Everything looked good at this point 
and there was an eager wait for approval to be given on that date.  What could possibly go 
wrong? 

 
A further delay on the DCO decision 

On the day when the DCO decision was due to be announced, the Secretary of State for 
Transport announced a delay of up to six months (up to 19 April 2022) in the decision.  The 
justification for this was ‘to allow further consideration of environmental matters’.  

But what did ‘environmental matters’ mean?  Nobody seemed to know and so all sorts of 
theories bubbled to the surface.  Could it be due to queries from National Grid, National 
Trust or other organisations which had expressed some concerns to the Inspectorate 
during its deliberations?  These were all ruled out.   

Because of the vague nature of the delay, Dr Liam Fox (MP for North Somerset) sought 
further ministerial information.  In a statement on 1 November 2021, he said that 
Government advisers believed that there is a strong chance that environmental activist 
groups (such as ‘Extinction Rebellion’ or ‘Insulate Britain’) might seek a judicial review over 
the whole project on “environmental “grounds”.  It is not clear why the Government’s 
advisers thought it likely that this scheme would be opposed by environmental activists 
when its intent is to give 50,000 people access to low-carbon transport.  Indeed, the local 
Portishead, Pill and Clevedon XR groups put a statement in the North Somerset Times that 

Because the scheme to re-open 
the Portishead line was 
considered a Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure 
Project, permission to build it 
needed to be given at national 
level by the Secretary of State.  
So, instead of applying to the 
local authority for planning 
permission, the application had 
to go to the Planning 
Inspectorate for a Development 
Consent Order (DCO).    

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/portishead-branch-line-metrowest-phase-1-planning-update
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they were in favour of a railway line running between Portishead and Bristol – and were 
most surprised and angry to hear the accusation that were likely to oppose the scheme.   

 

Further enquiries from the Secretary of State: carbon budgets  

On 10 November 2021, North Somerset Council received a request for further information 
on carbon budgets.  The government noted that they had only assessed the scheme 
against the sixth carbon budget and not earlier ones. 

Legally binding carbon budgets (introduced under the Climate Change Act 2008) place a 
restriction on the total amount of greenhouse gases the UK can emit.  Six 5 year carbon 
budgets have been set for the period 2008-2037, each becoming sequentially more 
restrictive than the previous one and aiming to achieve net zero emissions by 2050.  North 
Somerset had compared the scheme against the most demanding one. 

North Somerset’s reply showed that the scheme’s carbon emissions will have negligible 
effect on the ability of the Government to comply with its carbon budgets.  It also made 
clear that their calculations were based on the worst-case scenario – in which the service is 
operated using unmodified existing diesel trains.   

FoSBR’s Tim Weekes submitted a statement to the Secretary of State in support of North 
Somerset’s stance on this.  We pointed out that that the present diesel trains are likely to 
be replaced within the next 10 years and the replacements, whether electric, battery-
electric hybrid, diesel-electric hybrid or hydrogen-powered, are bound to emit significantly 
less carbon and particulates than the current rolling stock. We also noted that the 
Portishead Branch presents some challenges (because of tight clearances in the tunnels 
and under bridges) if it is to be electrified using 25kV overhead equipment – but Network 
Rail are developing solutions for this.   

One must also ask why this information suddenly became so important - when it could 
easily have been dealt with during the 18 month examination period of the DCO process.  

Debate in Parliament  

Frustrated by lack of clarity on the DCO delay, Dr Fox managed to obtain a Parliamentary 
debate on 26 November 2021.  He expressed frustration and criticised the decision to 
delay the DCO announcement without any proper explanation.  He considered it was 
reasonable for North Somerset to be given some certainty as to whether their reply to the 
carbon budgets query would address the so-called ‘environmental matters’ and noted the 
potential impact of delays.  

Fox told the house that Network Rail believed the scheme could accommodate a maximum 
delay of three months but a delay beyond 14 January would result in the scheme being put 
back by at least 12 months and with additional costs of over £13 million – which was 
money that the authority did not have. 

Following various anodyne responses from the Minister of State at the Department of 
Transport, Dr Fox contrasted the ability of HS2 to tunnel under the Chilterns with the 
Portishead scheme suffering “significant delay  because there is some overgrowth on a line 
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that last ran in the 1960s”.  He concluded that “For many of us, with this recurrent delay, 
the pantomime season has come early. There is a very thin line between frustration and 
farce….”  

Portishead Busway 

Just to muddy the waters, there is a persistent proposal to create a busway from 
Portishead to Bristol.  The original proposal (submitted to the DCO examination in 
November 2020) was for buses to run on the railway line all the way to Cumberland Basin 
– and then join the road network into Bristol.  On the existing freight line, the rails would 
be fitted with special panels (both between and besides) for the buses to run on while the 
remainder of the track (where no rails exist at present) would be tarmacked.  The buses 
would only run in the morning and evening rush hours as, apparently, the existing roads 
are sufficient to cope with off-peak demand – and freight services could be arranged to not 
run at those times.  This was estimated to cost some £45M.  It was ruled out by the DfT.   

This then has morphed into another proposal: the bus would run on tarmacked railway 
alignment from Portishead to M5, Junction 19 and then run north along the M5 to Junction 
18.  There it would join the existing priority lanes for the Portway and Metrobus to get into 
Bristol.    

Most Portishead-Bristol buses run along the Sheepway rather than the Portbury Hundred.  
The only difference to the already existing X5 route is that the buses would run along the 
newly tarmacked rail alignment from Portishead-Gordano interchange – which seems to 
offer little advantage to the present bus offering.  Apparently this would only cost £10M 
and, even more surprisingly, is suggested as being less polluting than the train.  The 
proposed scheme clearly does not take non-exhaust emissions (from rubber tyres on 
tarmac) into account.  

Looking at the proponent’s website, it is interesting that this proposal appears driven by a 
desire to avoid public subsidy of rail – arguing that those who do not use public transport 
should not have to pay for it and that rail fares should be increased to cover the true cost 
of rail services.  Rather than a desire to ensure effective public transport and reduce its 
impact on pollution or climate change as claimed, this is a purely political campaign - based 
on a philosophy of what could be perceived as self-interest.   

Another enquiry from the Secretary of State: ‘diminutive whitebeams’ 

On 28 January 2022, a further request was received.  The department questioned the need 
to remove (rather than prune) a number of small (‘diminutive’) whitebeam trees during 
the engineering works.  North Somerset noted that this affected a total of 26 rare 
whitebeams (including the Bristol and Avon varieties that only grow in the Avon Gorge) 
which ranged in height from about 15 cm to 4.5 m.  They may potentially have to be 
removed because:  

• Their location conflicts with proposed rock bolts and catch fences, or 

• They are growing directly out of the tunnel portals – so considered a safety concern.  
(Ed: The trees growing out of tunnel portals must surely be a safety concern for freight 
as well as passenger services and so would require removal even if passenger services 
were not re-instated.) 
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The Council pointed out that it might be possible to re-position the rock bolts but this can 
only be decided at the time – so possibly less trees will be affected.  Also they have 
propagated at least 200 whitebeams (including 11 Avon whitebeams) which can be used as 
replacements.  Once again, why could this not have been sorted out during the DCO 
examination phase? 
 

 
 
 

So where are we now? 

The lack of clarity about the DCO decision delay and the subsequent, somewhat 
unnecessary, queries from the Secretary of State has led some people to think about 
conspiracy theories.  Could it be that the DfT, under pressure from the Treasury to reduce 
costs, have decided to delay spending on the scheme or even kick it into the long grass?  

However all the statements and queries relating to the DCO decision give the assurance 
that they are ‘without prejudice to the Secretary of State’s decision whether or not to 
grant development consent …’  So it could be that the delays are solely due to the DfT 
being ultra-cautious and risk-averse, following several DCOs, such as that at Stonehenge, 
being thwarted by judicial reviews.  However the Portishead scheme is very different in 
scale and environment effect and is welcomed by mainstream environment groups – and 
thus is unlikely to be challenged in the Court.   

We were also told at our AGM, that GWR is still optimistic that the scheme will proceed 
and Network Rail is seeking contractors for when the work starts.  However, now that we 
have passed mid-January, it seems likely that, even if there is a positive DCO decision, 
there will be a resulting delay to the re-opening date and also added costs.  We believe 
that central government has a duty to pay for this as it is they who have caused the delays.  

 

 Visualisation of proposed Portishead station  (TravelWest) 
 

 

We are also a little concerned that the Secretary of State may hear about one 
of the most endangered species thought to be living on the line of the 
proposed railway.  There have been several reports that the purple-spotted 
leprechaun has been seen at various points along the line.  If true, this could 
set the DCO approval back by at least another year!  
 

We hope that the re-
opening will happen.  It 
is desperately needed to 
help solve the traffic 
problems in Portishead, 
Pill and surrounding 
areas.  Let’s get it built 
without any further 
delay.   
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Trouble ahead? 

In the last few years, a number of reports were published which led to a feeling of 
optimism about the future of rail and sustainable transport. 

In early 2020, Prime Minister Boris Johnson promised that the HS2 network would be built 
in full.  In July of that year Network Rail published its Traction Decarbonisation Study, 
which gave route-by-route details of how diesel power could be phased out across the rail 
network and replaced with various forms of electric propulsion.  In the same month, the 
Department for Transport launched LTN 1/20 which set out greatly improved standards for 
Cycle Infrastructure Design, including guidelines for better integration between cycling and 
rail. 

The Union Connectivity Review published its interim report in March 2021, making the 
case for better rail links between the nations of the United Kingdom.  That month the 
government also published Bus Back Better, the National Bus Strategy for England.  The 
Williams-Shapps review into the future of rail was released in May 2021, and finally, the 
long-awaited Integrated Rail Plan was published in November 2021.  Many of these reports 
had forewords written by Johnson himself, implying that they had the full backing of the 
government.  

 

 

More warning bells rang locally in the summer of 2021 when it was announced that the 
popular South Western Railway Bristol - Waterloo service would be cut.  Despite a 
campaign by local rail groups, this service ended in December 2021.  

Then the Union Connectivity Review published its final report in November 2021.  While 
this remained positive about improving the rail network, it also recommended that the UK 
Government should reduce the rate of domestic aviation tax "where journeys are too long 
to be reasonably taken by road or rail".  Cutting back the HS2 network has allowed more 
domestic flights to fit this definition.  The green ambitions of Build Back Better were 
starting to fade. 

Now the DfT is asking rail operators to cut their budgets by 10%.  Industry insiders point 
out that most of rail's costs are fixed, so these budget reductions must lead to service cuts.  
This risks throwing the growth of rail usage seen up to 2019 into reverse, as fewer services 
and fewer connections make rail a less convenient option. 

Meanwhile, last year's promise of £3 billion to level up bus services across England has 
shrunk to £1.4 billion.  Bus passenger numbers have not recovered to pre-pandemic levels, 
yet COVID-19 bus funding is due to end in March 2022 - leaving operators little choice but 

During 2021, however, rumours increasingly suggested that the 
eastern leg of HS2 to Leeds would not be built.  When the 
Integrated Rail Plan was published, it became clear that not only 
had this vital section been cut, but plans for Northern 
Powerhouse Rail had also been eviscerated and the local 
transport body Transport for the North lost many of its powers.  
Few inside the rail industry were convinced by the government's 
proposed alternative plans. 
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to cut services.  All this is a far cry from the promises of a green recovery that led up to 
COP26.  

These cuts appear to be driven by the treasury, who are keen to balance the books after 
spending huge sums during the pandemic.  Many fear a return to the policies of austerity.  
Any change of leadership in Downing Street may accelerate this.  There may well be 
pressure to delay plans to improve local rail services as a result of these cuts.  It already 
looks like the planned improvements to Bristol - Gloucester services, due to take place 
from May this year, will not happen until later. 

MetroWest schemes such as the Henbury and Portishead lines are already funded and 
should not be affected, although the Portishead line may need additional funding if 
consent is not granted very soon.  FoSBR will of course continue to resist any cuts to local 
services, and will keep making the case for rail at the heart of an integrated transport 
network.  We ask that FoSBR members do the same.  We will also be making the case for 
better ways to plan and fund local rail improvements. 

 

************************************************** 

 

SevernNet: Ideas for Avonmouth/Severnside public transport 

 

In late 2021, SevernNet published its Transport Charter, describing challenges and 
opportunities for: decarbonising transport, freight transport, road infrastructure, active 
travel (walking, cycling and scooting), rail & bus services and integrated transport facilities.   
https://severnnet.org/our-work/transport/severnnet-transport-charter/   

The rail, bus and interchange aspirations are of particular interest to FoSBR.   

Rail: 

SevernNet supports the following rail improvements, many of which go beyond current 
West of England MetroWest plans but are supported by FoSBR: 

SevernNet is a not-for-profit 
enterprise that represents 
businesses and the community 
across the Portbury, 
Avonmouth, Severnside (PAS) 
area.  This area is an 
employment and regeneration 
hot spot but is not well served 
by public transport.  Better 
transport links are key to 
improving access to work for 
local people and for 
development of the area.   

https://fosbr.org.uk/timelines/metrowest/


11 

 

• Severn Beach Line services extended to fit with work shift patterns.  Many businesses 
in PAS operate a 24/7 shift cycle, 364 days a year, whereas public transport becomes 
less frequent at evenings, weekends and public holidays. 

• Completion of Portway P&R as a modal hub (this will happen soon) 

• Portishead line reinstatement, with intermediate stations at Ashton Gate, Pill and 
Portbury (Dock Road) to serve Royal Portbury Dock   

• Re-instatement of footbridge and regular services at Pilning – which is near to Western 
Approach Industrial Park, Central Park, Central Avenue and the yet to be developed 
Westgate (which lies between the M49 and the villages of Pilning and Easter 
Compton).  Improving rail services to Pilning station would extend access to 
employment for people on the South Wales Mainline, including people from  Cardiff 
and Newport 

• Henbury Loop reinstatement to allow connectivity through north Bristol; with 
passenger services from Filton to Avonmouth and with a station to service workplaces 
around Chittening and Cabot Park.   

• Creation of a Severn Beach–Henbury Loop chord (as mentioned in the WECA Strategic 
Rail Investment Plan) to allow direct services from Severn Beach to Yate 

Modal Interchanges at stations: 

Modal hubs (offering a range of options such as public transport services, Electric Vehicle 
charging for shared or private vehicles, cycle parking, pick up/drop off points, cafés and 
freight consolidation) are needed at train stations (and at other interchanges).  SevernNet 
recommend that multi-modal hubs should also offer secure cycle parking and hop-on/ 
hop-off bike and scooter sharing facilities – to permit people to complete their journeys 
from, say, a station to their work place.  On 1st February the Big Issue and Sharebike 
launched a Bristol eBike scheme; the operational area for this scheme covers the 
Severnside area.   

SevernNet also supports park & ride at the following existing or proposed stations: 

• Portway P&R (rail and bus) would benefit from adjustment of some bus routes.    

• Portbury (Dock Road) P&R – a potential P&R at this location could serve both port 
employees and commuters coming off the M5.  Portbury would also benefit from 
active travel facilities and/or integrated bus services which stop either side of the 
Avonmouth Bridge. 

• Pilning P&R – a potential P&R at this location could serve South Gloucestershire and 
the re-booted station could become a significant multi-modal hub for this area - 
serving both journeys to work, local residents and leisure travellers accessing the Wave 
and Bristol Zoo, with linking bus services and active travel facilities. 

Buses: 

SevernNet notes that the Severnside bus network does not serve some key transport 
corridors, falls short of reaching the industrial parks and not all services align with shift 
times. It lists the problem areas that need to be addressed.  

https://fosbr.org.uk/the-future-of-mobility/
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Annual General Meeting, 28 January 2022  
 
Our AGM was held on 28 January 2022 via Zoom and attracted 33 attendees.  The full 
minutes can be found at:  https://tinyurl.com/fosbr2022agmminutes        

Following a welcome introduction from the Chair, three speakers gave us extremely useful 
and interesting updates on local rail matters, using slideshow presentations: 

Jane Jones, Head of Public Affairs, GWR: a clear appraisal of effects of Covid-19 on 
passenger numbers throughout the last 2 years and in the future; services and reliability as 
affected by the pandemic, by recent engineering works and by the new Severn Beach line 
timetable.  GWR needs to build back custom, and needs help from FoSBR and others to 
encourage rail travel.  From April 2022 Bristol rail users will have access to tap-in, tap-
out pay-as-you-go smartcards. 

Ian Mundy, GWR Project Manager for Portway Park and Ride:  The new train service to 
Portway Park and Ride will complement the existing bus service, and will also be 
developed to serve local residents. The station will be able to accommodate 5-car trains, 
and will have a range of facilities including ticket machines.   

Tim Weekes (FoSBR):  the FoSBR Plan for Rail; Bristol’s railway corridors are a massively 
under-used asset and FoSBR sees rail as the backbone of a sustainable transport system. 
FoSBR campaigns for an electrified turn-up-and-go (every 15 minute) service, with good 
links to bus, bike and walking routes and any future mass transit system. 

Jane and Ian’s combined slide presentation and Tim’s slide presentation can be found in 
the AGM minutes (link above). 
 

Questions about the Committee and Finances were aired at the meeting and our Chair, 
Rob Dixon, addresses these issues as follows: 

(a)  FoSBR Committee Membership  

At the AGM in January 2022 the following were elected unopposed: 
• Chair – Rob Dixon 
• Secretary – Mark Maggs (previously vacant) 
• Membership Secretary & Treasurer – Carol Durrant 
• Press (including social media) – Tim Weekes 
• Campaigns Organiser – remains vacant.  
 
The committee also intend to co-opt 3 other committee members, as per the constitution.  
• Data Analyst – Terry Miller 
• Newsletter – Tony Lloyd 
• Committee member at large – Tina Biggs. 

Tony Lloyd decided to reduce his workload and resigned from his roles as Membership 
Secretary & Treasurer.  Carol Durrant agreed to take on those roles.  As Tony is keen to 

https://tinyurl.com/fosbr2022agmminutes
https://www.gwr.com/your-tickets/choosing-your-ticket/smart-tickets/touch
https://fosbr.org.uk/timelines/electrification/
https://fosbr.org.uk/a-train-every-15-minutes/
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stay involved, including as editor of the newsletter, those elected to committee positions 
asked him to remain on the committee as a co-optee.  In 2020 Terry Miller and Tim 
Weekes were co-opted as they were actively involved – in Terry’s case for some years. 
They were co-opted again in 2021 by the elected committee.   

During 2021 we met Mark Maggs when he attended the Lockleaze station event.  Mark 
was keen, knowledgeable, involved in a wealth of other related interests and with good 
relationships with local decision-makers.  We asked him to join the committee as a co-
optee.  I feel that co-opting has strengthened FoSBR - we have more skills being brought to 
FoSBR and we will be more able to campaign on the things that matter to us all.  

We would still like to see more people standing for positions and / or wanting to join the 
committee.  Perhaps you will have a little time you can spare or perhaps you will reduce 
your working hours or retire and decide to spend that extra time with FoSBR.  I hope so! 
 
In case one of our readers is interested in putting themselves forward for Campaigns 
Organiser, here is a summary of what the role might involve: 

• organising campaign events 
• developing new ways to encourage people to use trains. 
• helping to promote campaigns on social media.  
• campaigning as part of a response to a consultation 
• building relationships with local media, local authorities and our allies. 
• all roles involve working jointly with and supported by other committee members. 
 
What can members do? 

While the committee sets FoSBR's general direction and discusses how we respond to 
issues that arise and our priorities, there are lots of things that members who aren't on the 
committee can do.  

As I said at the AGM, members can, should and do raise issues of concern - things that they 
think should be the focus of a celebration, event, petition, campaign, or action.  Teresa 
McGill and Julie Boston are good examples of people who suggest, promote and take part 
in events and also arrange their own trips to encourage the use of and to promote the 
railway.  It’s worth noting that FoSBR has spent less money during the Covid pandemic, so 
we would also welcome suggestions about how to spend small amounts of money on 
promoting the railway and our aims.  For instance, we could print some updated FoSBR 
flyers if members could distribute them to train passengers? 

Members can write their views to local decision makers, the press and social media.  We 
welcome content for our Facebook page and website.  As well as raising issues, it's great if 
people can send us pictures of their own days out by rail – as Julie Boston and Anna 
George have done recently – or work they've seen happening on the railway.  

We want to represent all sectors of the local community.  Our committee needs a diverse 
mix of voices to contribute to discussions about local transport campaigns. 

So please get in touch! 
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(b) Financial Issues 

At the AGM an attendee rightly noted that the financial statement given at this year’s AGM 
was a draft one, as last year’s had been.  While this is not ideal, we would like to point out 
the following, of which members may not have been aware.  

Every year, the Treasurer has to reconcile two account balances: (a) the actual balance at 
the end of December (from income minus expenses added to the end of year balance for 
the previous year) (b) the balance given in the end of year bank statement.  There is always 
a difference because, for example, some people might not have paid in cheques we sent 
them before the end of the year or subscription cheques received were sent too late to get 
into the bank's system before the end of the year.  

Since we started using PayPal in 2020, we have found that it has been harder to get a 
resolution between the two balances.  This is largely due to FoSBR starting to accept 
electronic payments.  While these may be easier for members, they are not necessarily so 
for the person responsible for the accounts!  There are also quite a few members who 
have not realised that the PayPal subscription debits money every year - so they have set 
up more than one annual subscription.  This then has to be sorted out and the monies 
allocated to different years, all of which creates chances for errors.  Hopefully most people 
have now got used to PayPal and so some of these problems will disappear.  

In essence these problems have all come about because of the change-over from a 
cheque/cash only subscription system to subs being paid by cheque/cash, bank transfer 
and PayPal.  

FoSBR has traditionally held its AGM at the end of January each year.  This timing creates 
considerable pressure on the Treasurer as there are only about two weeks to finalise the 
accounts and send them round for the meeting!  In the business world, a company or 
charity has up to ten months to finalise theirs and four months would be a typical time-
scale before accounts are released.  In 2020 there was a discrepancy of £1.20 (!) at the 
time of the AGM, which took two frustrated people a further few weeks to resolve. 

From next year we propose to hold the AGM in March, allowing proper time for the 
accounts to be produced and for the meeting to be organised without Christmas and New 
Year holidays disrupting preparations.  We hope this will also make it easier for people to 
travel and gather in better weather. 

In order to approve the 2021 accounts we propose to hold an Extraordinary General 
Meeting at the beginning of April, as per the constitution.  We will also use this event as an 
excuse for members to meet again for discussion of other business.  We will contact 
members closer to the time with more details. 
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‘Restoring your Railway’ fund 

This fund was set up in January 2020 by the Government as part of its ‘levelling up 
agenda’, to support the restoration of rail passenger services and the reopening of stations 
in England and Wales.  The programme funding was split into 3 categories to support 
projects at different stages of development:  

(1) Ideas Fund:  development funding for early-stage ideas to explore options to restore 
lost rail services connections to communities. DfT fund 75% of costs, up to £50,000, of 
successful proposals to help fund transport and economic studies and create a business 
case.  There have been 3 rounds of this competition and the large number of entries (199) 
shows that there is a pent up demand for increasing rail provision throughout the country.  
Although the scheme is closed, we hope that a similar funding stream will be started in the 
future.  10 bids from the South West region were successful as shown:  

Scheme Name Round 

To reinstate rail access to Devizes via a new station at Lydeway 1 

To re-open Wellington and Cullompton stations 1 
  

Enhanced existing passenger services, Truro - Falmouth 2 

New Station at Langport and Somerton, Castle Cary - Taunton 2 

New Station at St Anne's Park, Bristol Temple Meads - Bath Spa 2 

Reopened lines and new passenger services, Kemble - Cirencester 2 

Reopened lines and new passenger services, Wareham - Swanage  2 
  

Reopen Corsham Station 3 

Reopen Stonehouse Bristol Road station 3 

Reinstate the line and provision of new services, Tavistock - Plymouth  3 

In our immediate Bristol area, only the St Anne’s bid was successful.  This allowed work on 
the proposal for the station re-opening to proceed - and the subsequent Strategic Outline 
Business Case was submitted in Dec 2021.  The strategic case for the station is strong but, 
unfortunately, the financial case based on the government’s preferred method of 
modelling is considered to be very weak.  So there is some doubt as to the chances of 
progressing to the next stage.  

Bids for re-opening Saltford and Charfield stations, for improving rail services/reinstating 
the missing footbridge at Pilning and for Bristol West rail enhancement were unsuccessful.  
However, it is pleasing to see that two other stations which FoSBR has been supporting, 
namely Corsham and Stonehouse, Bristol Road, will be getting funding support. 

(2) Advanced proposals:  support for lines and stations already being considered for 
restoration and for those identified as having further potential via the Ideas Fund 
application and assessment process.  This fund put £40M towards the Dartmoor line.  

(3) Proposals for new stations and the restoration of old station sites:  Portway Park and 
Ride station secured about £1.6M of its funding through this scheme.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/re-opening-beeching-era-lines-and-stations/re-opening-beeching-era-lines-and-stations#ideas-fund
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/re-opening-beeching-era-lines-and-stations/re-opening-beeching-era-lines-and-stations#advanced-proposals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/re-opening-beeching-era-lines-and-stations/re-opening-beeching-era-lines-and-stations#proposals-for-new-or-restored-stations
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A ‘living’ station for Yate? 

Yate, together with Chipping Sodbury, is home to 35,000 people.  The ‘Yate Town 
Improvement Masterplan’, promoted by South Gloucestershire Council, took 2 years to 
develop and was published in December 2021.  It will shape the future of Yate over the 
next 15-20 years and beyond.  Its aim is to build on the existing character of the town to 
make it a welcoming, healthy, sustainable, and prosperous place to live, work and visit.  
One of the key parts of the plan sets out how the town’s train station, at the western edge 
of town, could be transformed into a ‘living’ station.  

The old Yate station closed in 1965, and was reopened with its current (staggered 
platform) layout in 1989.  It is best described as ‘functional’ and the Masterplan outlines 
how the current facilities could be transformed into a ‘living station’ which would put 
much greater emphasis on it as a place and a destination in its own right within Yate.  It 
states that ‘First impressions are powerful and long lasting.  As the front door to Yate, the 
arrival experience of rail passengers could shape how they perceive the town itself, which 
makes this area highly important to positively shape that impression’. 

https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/static/19cd954fb40ef14b120385f1d3be07ec/Yate-Town-
Improvement-Masterplan-Final-Report_Web.pdf   

 
Yate Station – view from northbound station, showing the Brunel goods shed on the right and, 

on the other side of the bridge (Station road), the southbound platform 

The southbound platform is fully accessible, but the northbound platform can only be 
reached via steps or a ramp that is too steep for modern accessibility standards.  A ticket 
machine is available, and there is a ticket office which is open on weekday mornings.  
There are parking spaces for 30 bikes and 120 cars.  Local buses stop within 150m of the 
station. 

https://yatefuture.com/CMS/uploadpdfs/1639068718.pdf
https://yatefuture.com/CMS/uploadpdfs/1639068718.pdf
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/static/19cd954fb40ef14b120385f1d3be07ec/Yate-Town-Improvement-Masterplan-Final-Report_Web.pdf
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/static/19cd954fb40ef14b120385f1d3be07ec/Yate-Town-Improvement-Masterplan-Final-Report_Web.pdf
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The vision for redeveloping the train station is to carry the work out in phases over the 
next 10-15 years.   

➢ The first stage of the plan is to relocate the southbound platform from its current 
position north of Station Road to its original location alongside the northbound 
platform.  A new split-level station building with bus interchange facilities would be 
constructed on land to the west of the station. 

➢ The second stage of the plan focuses on developing access arrangements.  People 
coming to the station on foot or by bike would arrive on the east side of the station. 
People coming by bus, or being dropped off by car, would arrive on the west side.  The 
current car parking area to the north of Station Road would be redeveloped, with 
commuter parking retained underneath new buildings. 

➢ Finally, urban regeneration with mixed uses to ‘support and activate’ the new station 
environment would be encouraged.   This, it is hoped, would make the station area 
more attractive and vibrant.  Included in this work will be the integration of the grade 
2 listed Brunel Goods Shed as a focal point of the redevelopment.  

Yate is currently served by one train per hour in each direction.  These serve Gloucester to 
the north and Bristol to the south, though many are extended beyond these destinations.  
MetroWest should see this improved to two trains per hour.   

FoSBR welcomes these plans, and would like to see improved access and interchange 
schemes emerging for other local stations such as Stapleton Road and Clifton Down.  We 
will also continue to campaign for a turn-up-and-go, every 15 minutes service to Yate. 

***************************************************** 
New MetroWest stations: Planning Applications 

The MetroWest Phase 2 project proposes three new stations (Ashley Down, North Filton 
and Henbury) on an hourly service between Bristol Temple Meads and Henbury.  These 
stations are at different stages within the planning process.    

Ashley Down station 

Bristol CC and WECA carried out a consultation exercise between 21 September  and 1 
November 2020 to get feedback on the design proposals for access arrangements to the 
new Ashley Down Rail Station.  The design was then updated to take account of the 
comments received.  This was then submitted to Bristol CC Planning team on 28 June 
2021 for ‘prior approval’.  This is the consent process by which Network Rail receives 
permission to reopen previously closed stations (it will be on the site of Ashley Hill 
station that closed in 1964).  A result from the prior approval process is expected by 
spring 2022 and the aim is to open the new station in 2023 – although this may change.  
The application can be viewed on Bristol CC’s planning portal with Reference: 
21/03523/RA. 

 

 

https://fosbr.org.uk/metrowest-plans-extended-to-gloucester-and-westbury/
https://fosbr.org.uk/a-train-every-15-minutes/
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Filton North station 

 
Visualisation of new station (NR & YTL Developments) 

Network Rail submitted a full planning application on 15 September 2021 (it could not 
apply for ‘prior approval’ as it was not being sited on an existing station site).  The 
application can be viewed on South Gloucestershire Council’s planning portal with 
Reference: P21/06296/F. 

Henbury station 

This is at the end of the Henbury spur, close to the A4018, and will link in with 
Persimmon’s ‘Fishpool Hill’ development.  Unlike the other stations on this line, it will 
only have one platform because it is at the end of the spur line.  As Henbury station is 
being built within a flood zone, further flood assessments need to be made and so the 
planning application for this will be delayed until those studies are complete.  

 

FoSBR 2022 Membership Subscriptions  

Enclosed with this newsletter is a membership renewal form for the year (January to 
December) 2022 - for those paying by cheque or postal order.  (Members paying by PayPal 
or Bank Transfer can ignore the renewal form).  We hope that you will want to continue 
supporting FoSBR and, if so, please could you send the completed form plus subscription 
cheque or postal order to the address at the bottom of the form.  

For those paying by PayPal: please remember that, when you set up a subscription by 
PayPal, your annual subscription to FoSBR will repeat every year on the anniversary of your 
first payment (unless you cancel it).   So, if you have already set up a continuous payment 
authorisation, there is nothing more for you to do.  If you are unsure what payments have 
been set up, contact me and I will let you know.  To start paying by PayPal for the first 
time, you can do this on-line through our website. Go to: https://fosbr.org.uk/get 
involved/join-us      

If you wish to pay by bank transfer, let me know (membership@fosbr.org.uk ) and I will 
send you our account details.  

Carol Durrant (FoSBR Membership Secretary) 

The original Filton North 
Platform station closed to 
regular passenger services 
in 1964.  The proposed 
new station will be sited 
some 500 metres to the 
west of it so as to better 
link in with the 
Cribbs/Patchway New 
Neighbourhood (CPNN) 
development and the 
Brabazon arena being 
built by YTL.   

https://fosbr.org.uk/get%20involved/join-us
https://fosbr.org.uk/get%20involved/join-us
mailto:membership@fosbr.org.uk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YTL_Corporation
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 Window Seater: New Audio Guides to Inspire Rail Travel 
 

 
 

It is hoped that, by making journeys more interesting, it will encourage people to use rail 
as a sustainable, inclusive, healthy way to get around.   
 

To listen, you can download the free Window Seater app from the Apple or Android app 
stores.  Then simply choose a route, grab your headphones and enjoy the journey learning 
about the landscape and the places you move through.   

A new series of immersive audio travel 
guides was launched on 17 February to 
inspire people to travel by train.  They 
are being made available thanks to work 
from volunteers in the south west, 
Community Rail Network and start-up 
tech company ‘Window Seater’. The 
project, developed across the Great 
Western Railway network, was backed 
by the Department for Transport’s ‘First 
of a Kind’ innovation fund – with a grant 
of £50K in 2021. 

At present ten audio travel guides in the 
south/ south west/ wales have been 
made with the support of GWR.  These 
include the following lines:  

*Bristol to Worcester   

*Bristol to Weymouth  

*Severn Beach Line  

*TransWilts Line (Swindon to Westbury)  

It also includes 3 lines in Thailand! They 
are available to download and explore 
for free from Apple and Google app 
stores.  It is intended to roll this out 
across the whole UK network by the end 
of 2023.  

Window Seater connects rail travellers 
to the world outside their carriage 
window - providing high quality audio 
stories about the features along the 
railway and beyond the stations.  The 
app knows where you are on the line 
and selects the appropriate parts of the 
guide as you travel along. 
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News in Brief 

(1) A little win 

 

 

As well as this, GWR organised a graffiti ‘clean up’ of Redland station on 25th February.   
The photo, taken a day later, shows the back and entrance walls devoid of all the ugly 
‘artwork’ to reveal the original red brickwork.  Yes, you can actually see there’s station 
now.  Let us hope that it will remain like this!  

 

 

 

As reported in Newsletter 106, we met Redland 
Councillor Martin Fodor at Redland station in June 2021 
to discuss improvements to the station.  One of the 
items we flagged up was the poor signage to the station 
at the station entrance.  Martin followed this up and the 
end result is that in November 2021 GWR installed a new 
‘Station’ sign directly opposite the station entrance on 
South Road.  Thanks to Martin and Alex Hills, station 
manager at Temple Meads.   
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(2)  Ring Road Improvements? 

 
Proposed Siston Hill roundabout (S Glos Council) 

 

In May 2021, South Gloucestershire Council launched a 12 week consultation to ‘improve’ 
a further 5 roundabouts on the A4174 between Emersons Green and Longwell Green, in 
the same way as the Wraxall Road roundabout, at a cost of £30M.  A report on the 
consultation was compiled by Jacobs (consultancy) and published in November 2021.   84% 
of the respondents were against the plan, the main reasons being the fear of disruption 
associated with the new works (based on perceptions from the previous Wraxall Road 
junction works) and that the money could be spent better elsewhere.  Based on this, the 
Council’s decision was "…. not to submit a bid for funding to government at this time. 
Instead, the situation will be reviewed in late 2022 following further work and assessment”. 

So it seems that, despite opposition from local people, some councillors, public transport 
campaigners and even the WECA Mayor, South Gloucestershire will still continue with this 
scheme - albeit delaying it for at least a year.  The main argument against the scheme is 
that it will not address its stated aims such as reducing carbon emissions and congestion 
and improving traffic safety.  We all now realise that increasing road capacity creates more 
traffic and so, although there may be a small initial improvement in traffic flow, in time the 
increasing traffic undoes any good that may have taken place.  

We will have to see what happens at the end of this year but it is worth pointing out that 
public transport in the area is starved of funds and £30M would be far better spent on 
improvements to bus and rail. 

(3)  Four tracks from Bristol Parkway to Yate?  

A recent Network Rail report (‘Bristol to Birmingham Corridor Strategic Study’, published 
June 2021) looked at ways by which connectivity could be improved along the route – as 
well as the need to accommodate rail freight growth alongside passenger service 
improvements   

It suggested that it will be necessary to increase the track capacity between Bristol 
Parkway and Westerleigh Junction, near Yate, from two tracks to four.  Westerleigh 
Junction itself will also need to be improved to connect with these additional lines.  At 
present, trains from London to South Wales share this section of line with those from the 
South-West to the Midlands and so has almost no capacity for additional services.  This 
means there is little scope to improve the frequency of local trains between Bristol and 

In October 2021, a 13 month £6.9M 
project was completed to ‘improve’ the 
Wraxall Road roundabout on the A4174 
ring road.  The ring road approaches to 
the roundabout were widened to three 
lanes, with three lanes of traffic in each 
direction through the roundabout (a 
‘throughabout’).  

https://fosbr.org.uk/westerleigh-junction/
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Gloucester or longer distance trains from Bristol to Birmingham.  It would also be hard to 
add new services such as Severn Beach to Yate.  Adding extra tracks between Parkway and 
Westerleigh will be expensive because much of the route is on viaducts or embankments, 
or in cuttings.    

Other proposals in the study include additional or extended track passing loops at various 
locations on the line from Westerleigh Junction to Gloucester.  Charfield, where the West 
of England Combined Authority proposes a new station, is one potential location.  There 
are also suggestions for dynamic loops at or near to Yate station.  These proposed 
interventions (changes) could allow 4 trains per hour between Bristol and Gloucester – a 
‘metro style’ service.  They could also improve the chances of reintroducing a passenger 
service to Thornbury because junction constraints at Westerleigh are a major obstacle to 
this. 

  

(4) Callington Road Greenway 

 
North Somerset line - as it was in 1959 

 
The same location - in 2022 

In Brislington West, there is a 1 
km stretch of the now closed 
North Somerset railway line that 
has not been built on - roughly 
from Sand Hill near Sainsburys to 
just south of Talbot Road near 
Tesco.  This is known as the 
Greenway or Tramway. There are 
several plans for turning this into 
an active travel corridor, 
community space and haven for 
wildlife.   

 Indeed, in 2022, two planning 
applications were submitted – 
for a temporary three-year 
pedestrian/ cycle path and the 
placing of 50 shipping containers 
along the route for pop-up 
studios and businesses. 

However the Council also have 
plans for the Tramway – for it to 
become part of the Callington 
Road Link, a road to link St 
Philips Causeway to the junction 
of Callington Road (A4174 South 
Bristol Ring Road). 
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The rationale behind this is given in the Joint Local Transport Plan, version 4 (JLTP4) when 
discussing a mass transit system: “The route from Hicks Gate to Bristol will be facilitated by 
diversion of traffic onto the Callington Road Link to enable reallocation of roadspace from 
car to public transport within Bristol”. 

We also note that the autumn 2021 budget allocated £540 million to the West of England 
“for schemes such as a fully prioritised bus route between Bristol and Bath”.  That is a lot of 
money for a 23km bus route!  Could some of this money be destined for the Callington 
Road Link?  However, at a Bristol City Council member forum in November 2021, Cllr 
Cheney (standing in for Mayor Rees) when challenged on this matter stated that “There 
are no plans to build a road along the former Brislington railway line”.   

However we have just seen a report in BristolWorld (dated 23 February) that in fact a road 
link is being actively considered in two of three options linked to the creation of a new 
MetroBus route between Bristol and Bath – although Bristol City Council, insisted that no 
decision had been taken over ‘what options will be considered for further development’.  
The story rumbles on!    

(5)  Severn Beach line maintenance works 

 
Redland station, 21 February 2022 

(6)  Commuters with Bikes? 

Avonmouth Severnside Enterprise Area (ASEA) businesses and SevernNet are 
underwhelmed because, after massively promoting the new December half hour timetable 
and encouraging workers to commute by train, there was the half-term week 
blockade.  They understand the need for a blockade but make the point that the bus 
replacement provides zero capacity for bikes. 

 

Network Rail has been carrying out 
maintenance work along a section of the 
Severn Beach line, between Redland station 
and Clifton Tunnel during the recent half term 
week line closure.  This was to refurbish the 
drainage, using high pressure waterjets to 
clear blockages in pipes under the track - as 
well as cleaning and CCTV inspections to 
check the condition of the drainage system.    

At the same time, at the Portway P&R station 
site, engineers relocated a signal (protecting 
the level crossing) from the south to the 
north side of the line - to aid with station 
dispatch.  Also, concrete platform 
foundations were installed. 

A rail replacement bus service was in 
operation during this period.   
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************************************************************************** 

Nigel Bray 
 

 

 

Nigel was a skilled writer and wrote a number of definitive histories of rail lines in this part 
of the country.  He was a stalwart of the Severnside Branch of Railfuture; as Secretary, he 
put many hours and a huge amount of energy into the role.   

He had an encyclopaedic knowledge of the railways, remained positive and exhibited great 
patience (even in trying situations).  He was always polite and was a true gentleman.  His 
death is a great loss to the world of rail campaigners.   

 

************************************************************************** 

Our next newsletter will be in Summer 2022.   If you have anything for the next newsletter 
(comments, photos, whinges, praise, poems, etc.), please send them in to us.  
 

General enquiries: general@fosbr.org.uk Webmaster:  webmaster@fosbr.org.uk 
Chair:                       chairman@fosbr.org.uk Facebook:      www.facebook.com/FOSBR 
Membership:         membership@fosbr.org.uk Twitter:          www.twitter.com/FOSBR 
Newsletter:            newsletter@fosbr.org.uk Website:        fosbr.org.uk 
Campaigning:         campaigns@fosbr.org.uk  

or write to FoSBR, c/o 29 Brighton Road, Redland, Bristol, BS6 6NU 
                                                                    © FOSBR, printed by Greyhound, Clifton 

Nigel Bray, a railway enthusiast, sadly died last December after 
losing a battle with cancer.  He was 69 years old.  Many of you 
will either have met Nigel or seen him at various rail meetings, 
including our very own FoSBR AGMs, over the last few years.  

He was totally committed to public transport and, while at 
University, he joined Transport 2000 - where he built up a 
network of like-minded rail enthusiasts.  He opted for a career 
on the Western Region of British Rail, working at Barnstaple 
Weston-super-Mare, Paddington, Swindon and finally 
Gloucester.   On privatisation, he worked for Wales and West as 
a Finance Manager and then part-time for Waitrose in 
Cheltenham until his retirement in 2012.   
 
 
Photo@ by permission of Graham Ellis 

 
Many of the rail commuters can only reach the industrial park 
destinations by cycle.  Either the rail replacement buses should 
have cycle capacity, rail replacement buses should divert via the 
parks, or there should be secure cycle parking at Severn Beach / 
St Andrews Road stations.  This latter had been promised but 
has not yet been installed. 
 


