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Overview
Over the next few years we have a huge 
programme of rail improvements in the 
Bristol area – this newsletter aims to keep 
you updated.

Check before you 
travel this Christmas
No trains run Christmas Day or Boxing Day 
and work in the Bristol Parkway and 
Stonehouse areas means changes to 
journeys until New Year’s Day.

If you are travelling over the Christmas 
period, please plan ahead and check before 
you travel. Further details on page 2.

Get in touch
If you've any questions about our work 
contact: bristolrailregen@networkrail.co.uk
or call our 24-hour helpline 03457 11 41 41

For more information about the Bristol Rail 
Regeneration programme, please see our 
dedicated web page: networkrail.co.uk/
bristolrailregen @NetworkRailWest 
#BristolRailRegen

If you no longer need these updates 
please email us and ask to opt out.

Gearing up for a 
busy Christmas
This Christmas we have a large amount of 
work taking place in the Bristol area.

Track renewals around Bristol Parkway
Between Christmas and New Year, we are 
replacing track either side of Bristol Parkway 
station, to help ensure the continued safe 
and smooth running of the railway.
We'll be working 24/7 from 8pm on Friday 
24 December until 9pm on Friday 31 
December.

For the first few days up to 80 people will be 
working replacing track on Filton East Curve 
to the west of the station. Rail-mounted 
diggers and bulldozers will remove and 
replace the old rail, sleepers and ballast 
(track stone), with new rails, more than 
1,400 sleepers and nearly 2,200 tonnes of 
ballast.

For the rest of the week we'll be working to 
the east of Bristol Parkway, under Stoke 
Gifford transport link, replacing two sets of 
points. The new track - arriving in pre-
fabricated panels - will be installed with a 
rail-mounted crane once the track bed has 
been prepared.

Platform improvements at Temple Meads
Work starts on Christmas Day to upgrade 
the platforms at Bristol Temple Meads, 
installing tactile paving on platforms 1 - 12, 
to make the station more accessible.

This will help visually impaired customers 
locate the platform edge.

This project will be ongoing into the Spring 
of 2022. Please take extra care while this 
work is underway.

First MetroWest service launched
On Monday 13 December, GWR launched a 
more frequent service on the Severn Beach 
Line, doubling services along the route from 
hourly to half-hourly. It represents an 
important milestone in West of England 
Combined Authority’s MetroWest scheme.

This increase was made possible by the 
installation of an extra line during our track 
and signalling upgrade at Bristol East 
Junction over the summer. The wider 
MetroWest scheme will bring 4,000 
additional seats on trains every day in the 
area.

Find out more about MetroWest online:
westofengland-ca.gov.uk/metrowest/
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Roof and rewire push forward
The immense scaffolding for our roof 
renovations at Temple Meads has 
progressed steadily through 2021 with most 
of the structure now in place.

Over the summer, alongside our huge track 
and signalling upgrade, we built foundations 
in the subway for more towers, as well as 
renovating platform and forecourt canopies.

During the Autumn this continued with 
more scaffolding beams spanning the main 
train shed, and a raft of surveys were 
completed on the roof and on the ground, 
while canopy prep and painting work started 
on platforms 9 – 12.

2022 will see the roof team install the first 
two sections of overhead safety deck under 
the main train shed roof. These will then be 
fully encapsulated, with grit blasting to 
begin in the first part of 2022.

The rewire team, who have been surveying 
the subway and tunnels are preparing to 
transform the former Bonapartes Bar into a 
temporary ticket office, to enable the current 
existing ticket office and travel centre to be 
closed for the first phase of our rewire work. 
Cabling work for the new modern power 
supply for the station will also be completed 
early in the new year.

Starting on site at Portway Park and Ride
We have started clearing vegetation and 
setting up a site compound in preparation 
for the start of construction on a new 
railway station at Portway Park & Ride in the 
new year. We finish on site on 23 December 
and return on 4 January 2022.

The station is being built on behalf of Bristol 
City Council and West of England Combined 
Authority, as part of the MetroWest scheme.

It will link up Portway Park & Ride with a 
regular train service to Bristol Temple Meads, 
providing more options for travellers.

The new station is expected to be 
operational by Summer 2022.

Travel advice
Saturday 25 & Sunday 26 December
No trains Christmas Day or Boxing Day.

Monday 27 - Friday 31 December
No trains call at Bristol Parkway, Yate or Cam 
& Dursley. Replacement buses will be in 
operation. Trains resume New Year's Day.

Trains between London and south Wales will 
be diverted and hourly trains between 
London Paddington and Swansea will stop 
at Patchway instead of Bristol Parkway.

CrossCountry services divert between 
Cheltenham Spa & Bristol Temple Meads, 
stopping at Gloucester, not Bristol Parkway.

Saturday 19 – Sunday 27 February
Track renewals between Bristol Temple 
Meads & Filton Abbey Wood will affect train 
services for Avonmouth or Severn Beach.

Buses replace trains between Bristol Temple 
Meads and Severn Beach. Buses also replace 
local stopping trains between Bristol Temple 
Meads, Lawrence Hill, Stapleton Road, Filton 
Abbey Wood and Bristol Parkway.

Check before you travel
nationalrail.co.uk
GWR.com/Christmas
Crosscountrytrains.co.uk
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