Campaigning for rail at the core of an integrated transport
network for Bristol, Bath and the West of England

A4174 Junction Improvement Scheme
We understand that South Gloucestershire Council intends to spend £30 million to change
the layout of five junctions on the A4174 Ring Road between the Lyde Green and Kingsfield
roundabouts.
The stated aims of this scheme are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reduce carbon emissions through relieving delays and congestion on the A4174
corridor between the Lyde Green and Kingsfield roundabouts
Minimise the impact of traffic / infrastructure to the natural environment and, where
possible, improve the environment
Improve access to the north east Bristol fringe to help open up business opportunities
Protect and enhance access for non-car users
Improve traffic safety
Improve road network resilience and journey time reliability

South Gloucestershire Council must be aware that this scheme will achieve few or none of
these aims. Induced Demand has been understood since the 1920s: widening roads creates
more traffic. According to the 1994 SACTRA report, ‘improved’ roads increase traffic by over
10%. Worse, they increase traffic on the alternative routes – the very routes which they are
meant to relieve – by over 16%. This £30 million scheme may improve things for motorists on
the A4174 in the short term, but in the longer term it will make things worse for everyone.
Metro Mayor Dan Norris criticised the plans the day after they were announced. According to
Bristol Live, Norris said there is a ‘strong possibility’ that making roads bigger only generates
more car journeys and does not solve congestion.
Bristol’s Green councillors also believe that the money should be invested in public transport,
walking and cycling instead. They point out that adding car lanes to tackle gridlock is ‘like
loosening your belt to cure obesity’.
It is difficult to understand why South Gloucestershire intend to squander £30 million of
scarce resources on widening the A4174.
Public transport in the area is starved of funds. £30 million could go a long way towards
improving rail services. Pilning Station, for example, is a potential rail hub for Severnside
which is crying out for investment. Meanwhile Thornbury, a growing town of over 12,000
people, sits at the end of a rail line but has no train service. Investments in MetroBus
services are welcome, but the backbone of a sustainable transport system is rail.
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