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FoSBR Newsletter         Number 102         January 2020 

 
 

Happy New Year to all our FoSBR members - don't forget 

our AGM on 14th February 

 

Is GRIP the problem? 
 

 
 

 
Rail improvements are managed by a process called GRIP, or 'Governance for Rail 
Investment Projects'.  This was developed by Network Rail and is used for all work that 
goes beyond routine maintenance.  It is an eight-stage process, and covers projects such as 
new stations, re-signalling and electrification.  The first three stages (GRIP 1 to 3) are about 
deciding what is required; GRIP 4 and 5 cover the design work, and GRIP 6 to 8 are where 
the scheme is built and handed over. 
 
The GRIP process is really there to help Network Rail choose and prioritise its own projects. 
As a nationalised industry, they need a robust process to prove that they are not wasting 
taxpayers’ money.  The first three stages are:  
 

Grip 1: Output Definition What are you trying to achieve? 

Grip 2: Project Feasibility Can it be done? 

Grip 3: Option Selection What is the best way to do it? 

There are 30 towns in England with a population over 25,000 
that are not connected to the rail network.  
 

There can be no doubt that there is huge demand to restore 
these connections.  Andrew Adonis, a former Secretary of State 
for Transport, recently pointed out that communities severed 
from the rail network following the Beeching reports have 
suffered disproportionate decline - with young people and skilled 
workers moving away to better-connected areas.  A report by the 
Centre for Economic Performance suggests that the population 
of London would be nearly 9% lower had the rail cuts not taken 
place.  It may not be a coincidence that London invests heavily in 
rail transport. 

Putting aside any romantic notions of recreating quaint branch 
lines, there are very sound economic reasons to restore these 
missing links.  But even when demand is clear, the benefit:cost 
ratio is high and tracks (albeit rusty) are still in place, decades 
pass and trains do not return.  Why is this? 
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Let’s consider how this was applied to the Portishead line:  
 
In 2001, transport consultants hired by North Somerset Council concluded that a half-
hourly service could run profitably.  In 2006, the scheme was written into the Joint Local 
Transport Plan and, in January 2009, North Somerset Council commissioned Network Rail 
to carry out a Technical Evaluation of the scheme.  Eight years after it had been declared 
feasible, Network Rail started to evaluate the scheme.  It had reached GRIP 1. 
 
North Somerset Council already knew exactly what they wanted.  They didn’t need 
Network Rail to ask whether they’d considered a bus service instead, or if they were sure 
that the population of Portishead would continue to grow.  Nearly two years later, in 
October 2010, Network Rail published the GRIP 3 report for Portishead.  It reached the 
same conclusion as the 2001 report: the project was practical, deliverable, and would be 
profitable.  Nine years had passed, and Network Rail had satisifed itself that the customer 
was right to ask them to build a railway.  Progress indeed.  Now, who would pay for it? 
 
Nobody, as it turned out.  Time passed until, in 2012, the Bristol area secured funding for 
what became MetroWest.  The Portishead Line would be an early phase of this.  Obviously 
work could start straight away?  No.  As MetroWest was a new project covering much of 
the Bristol travel-to-work area, Network Rail would need to have another think about this.  
So Portishead would have to wait while the rest of MetroWest went through the GRIP 
process, starting at... GRIP 1.  In November 2019, seven long years later, the scheme was 
back to GRIP 3.  
 
The next two stages of GRIP should see design work completed.  Provided all goes well, 
work may start on rebuilding the link to Portishead in 2021 – twenty years after the 
scheme was declared viable.  What does all this tell us about the GRIP process? 
 
Firstly, it is inflexible.  When a customer (such as North Somerset Council) wants a rail 
connection, it should not have to pay Network Rail to second-guess whether it really needs 
it.  The customer had in effect completed GRIP 1 and 2, and had determined in outline 
what it required of GRIP 3. 
 
Secondly, it can be glacially slow.  The Portishead project has been in the grip of GRIP, on 
and off, for ten years; yet it is still only at the end of stage 3.  For comparison, in the 
Victorian age, the Great Western Railway from Bristol to London took six years to build in 
the from incorporation to opening – and they didn’t start with the track, bridges, and 
embankments already in place. 
 
Thirdly, the costings are questionable. The budget for the Portishead scheme trebled 
between GRIP 2 and 3.  It has been suggested that Network Rail gold-plate projects in an 
attempt to completely eliminate risk.  As a state near-monopoly with, it would seem, no 
real wish to extend its network, what incentive is there for it to keep costs down? 
 
All this suggests that there is scope to streamline the GRIP process, particularly for external  
‘customers’.  But it falls short of explaining why a project like Portishead has taken so long. 
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The truth is that, whilst many people want rail enhancements, finding a way to fund them 
is difficult.  Rail is expensive, conservative cost:benefit calculations underestimate its value, 
and political commitment is in short supply because projects typically take more than one 
political cycle to complete. 
 
What is needed is a commitment to inject enough money to allow copper-bottomed 
schemes like this to go ahead quickly.  The key letter in GRIP is the ‘I’ for ‘Investment’: 
Spending money on something that will be worth more than it costs.  Delaying the 
investment delays the returns.  Why can’t we just get on with it? 
 
************************************************************************ 

FoSBR Website updated 

We have updated the FoSBR website (fosbr.org.uk)! 

 

Our old website was developed back in the days when most people surfed the web on 
desktop computers.  It served us well for many years, but it could be difficult to use and 
update. 

The new FoSBR website is designed to work well on phones and mobile devices.  It also 
allows us to get news and information to you in a way which, we hope, you will find easier 
to follow. 
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We’ve grouped all our current Campaigns together, so you can easily see what we are 
fighting for.  Rail projects take a long time, so we’ve made a new section called Timelines.   
This shows how various projects are progressing.  

Our Get involved section shows you all the ways you can help.  Just by using the train you 
can help strengthen our case, but you might want to join us or our allies and take a more 
active role. 

Information about passenger growth, reliability, and consultations to which we have 
responded is in the News section.  Our newsletter archive is also here. 

Have a good look around!  We will be improving the Explore section in the New Year, and 
hope to add other new features as time goes by. 

We hope you like it.  

******************************************************************** 

Western Gateway Rail Strategy Consultation 
 

 

*https://fosbr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Western-Gateway-Response-20191217.pdf 

Western Gateway is a Sub-national Transport Body (STB).  Its role is to strengthen travel 
connections to local, national and international markets.  It covers Gloucestershire, 
Wiltshire, Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole (BCP), Bristol, Bath and North-East 
Somerset (B&NES), Dorset, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire.  The area is home 
to over 3 million people.  Western Gateway STB is relatively new.  It is similar to better-
known organisations such as Transport for the North and England’s Economic Heartland. 

Short changed 

We hope that Western Gateway will be effective in getting funding for public transport.  
The South-West, like other areas outside of the South-East, has been short-changed for 
decades. 

Our response highlights poor connectivity, both by rail and road, between the two biggest 
economic centres in the region – Bristol and Bath, and Bournemouth, Christchurch and 
Poole (BCP).  We believe there is an opportunity to create a strategic rail link between 
these centres, potentially using old rail corridors.  This would require significant 
investment.  But East-West Rail, the project to reopen the long-closed line between Oxford 
and Cambridge, shows that such things are possible if the political will exists. 

FoSBR have submitted a response* to 
the Western Gateway Rail Strategy 
Consultation.  We call on them to 
increase rail investment, and to halt 
their £440 million road-building plan. 

 

https://fosbr.org.uk/campaigns/
https://fosbr.org.uk/timelines/
https://fosbr.org.uk/get-involved/
https://fosbr.org.uk/get-involved/join-us/
https://fosbr.org.uk/get-involved/our-allies/
https://fosbr.org.uk/news/
https://fosbr.org.uk/explore/
https://westerngatewaystb.org.uk/
https://transportforthenorth.com/
http://www.englandseconomicheartland.com/Pages/home.aspx
https://eastwestrail.co.uk/
https://fosbr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Western-Gateway-Response-20191217.pdf
https://fosbr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Western-Gateway-Response-20191217.pdf
https://fosbr.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Western-Gateway-Response-20191217.pdf


5 

 

Quick wins 

We also point out quick wins.  There are (relatively!) straightforward opportunities to 
restore capacity removed when railways were seen to be in decline. 

For example re-doubling the track on the section of line between Clifton Down Station and 
Narroways Junction would allow for much better frequency and reliability on the Severn 
Beach Line.  Re-opening Platform 4 at Westbury, Wiltshire would allow better flexibility for 
local services. 

FoSBR Plan for Rail 

FoSBR’s Plan for Rail gives details of stations and lines we wish to see reopened.  Some of 
these are already included in the West of England Combined Authority’s MetroWest 
Project, but we call for this to be expanded and accelerated to cover additional lines such 
as the Thornbury Branch and the full Henbury Loop. 

Finally, we believe the Western Gateway Rail Strategy should encourage the development 
of local stations as transport and retail hubs.  In some cases this could be funded by 
developers. 

Western Gateway intend to adopt their high-level strategic plan by Spring 2021, with a 
robust Strategic Transport Plan in place by 2024.  We will keep you informed! 

************************************************************************* 

 

Local services between Temple Meads and Bristol Parkway  
 
 

 
 
 
 

On 15th December 2019 the timetable changed.  The 
frequency and journey times of Bristol to London 
services has improved, but changes to the stopping 
pattern of local trains between Bristol Temple Meads, 
Lawrence Hill, Stapleton Road, Filton Abbey Wood and 
Bristol Parkway are less welcome.  Fewer trains now 
terminate at Bristol Parkway, with a number of services 
stopping short at Filton Abbey Wood instead.  
 

The alternative is to go via / change at Temple Meads 
but the connections are not as good - so it takes longer 
than it would to do so at the moment.  GWR have 
produced a leaflet for passengers from Lawrence Hill 
and Stapleton Road, suggesting onward bus services for 
people working and studying in the Stoke Gifford area.  
They have also relaxed ticketing restrictions so that 
Stapleton Road and Lawrence Hill passengers won't pay 
more if they have to travel south to Temple Meads to 
complete a journey north to Bristol Parkway.  
 

https://fosbr.org.uk/campaigns/fosbr-plan-for-rail/
https://fosbr.org.uk/timelines/metrowest/
https://fosbr.org.uk/timelines/metrowest/
https://fosbr.org.uk/timelines/thornbury-line/
https://fosbr.org.uk/timelines/henbury-line/
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FOSBR are concerned that this change has resulted in longer journey times for many 
passengers and makes rail travel less convenient.  Trains from Abbey Wood to Parkway are 
only hourly – a long way from the MetroWest proposals – and during the weekday off-
peak period, there are no direct trains from Stapleton Road to Bristol Parkway between 
07:51 and 16:11, in comparison to 10 direct trains before.  Bus journeys are likely to be 
inconvenient and indirect and so passengers may choose  to drive instead.  This is not 
integrated transport. 

So why has this happened and what can be done? 
 
We understand that this was a decision imposed by DfT on Network Rail advice and that 
GWR managers unsuccessfully argued against it.  
 

Following the debacle over previous timetables, we wondered if this was a risk-averse DfT 
or Network Rail fearing chaos and trying to ensure that the new London services run and 
that the new timetable works effectively.  We were also concerned that the local timetable 
has been degraded at a time when they should be working towards (not away) from 
MetroWest service improvements, as these would be an extension of the services that no 
longer go to Parkway.  David Redgewell (a FoSBR member and transport consultant) has 
recently told Bristol 24/7 that he is concerned about the lack of slots and that the intercity 
trains have taken those that were intended for MetroWest.  
 

GWR have indicated that they are working on a resolution for the May timetable but are 
not guaranteeing a fix.    This reinforces the implication that the infrastructure struggles to 
cope with both local and regional/national services at the same time - presumably not on 
Filton Bank but between Filton Abbey Wood and Bristol Parkway.  
 

GWR staff have suggested that the track layout is partly to blame since only platforms 1 
and 2 at Abbey Wood are linked to Bristol Parkway.  Additionally, trains coming into 
platform 4 at Parkway (for Yate and Gloucester) have to cross the tracks to other platforms 
before doing so.  It is also suggested that Network Rail controllers are not routing trains 
into platform 1, which could remove this problem and enable trains to run to Parkway 
more easily. 
 

This all implies that four tracking did not fully resolve capacity issues – that there are 
continuing problems between Abbey Wood and Parkway – or that the crossovers were 
placed on the wrong (south) side of Abbey Wood to link all platforms to the tracks going to 
Parkway.  This is a concern because it suggests poor design and a lack of consideration of 
local services when four tracking was planned.  
 

This all begs a further question: if it isn't possible to run these local services now or in May, 
then what about MetroWest phase 2?  It suggests that, as things stand, MetroWest phase 
2 may not be possible without something extra being done.  If so, what?  

Ed:   Friends of Parson Street Station have also highlighted how the new timetable makes it 
more difficult for passengers to travel from Parson Street and Bedminster to Bristol 
Parkway, requiring a change at Bristol Temple Meads. 
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A Tale of Two Cities       
                                          

Bristol and London are two very different cities.  The most obvious difference is size: 
London's population, at around 9 million, is almost 10 times bigger than that of the Greater 
Bristol urban area. 
 

But the two cities have quite a lot in common too.  Both have vibrant economies which 
make a net contribution to the national exchequer; both are confident, cosmopolitan and 
outward-looking, and both have significant problems of traffic and air pollution. In both 
cities, congestion is holding back growth. 
 

One obvious answer is to invest in public transport.  So how do Bristol and London 
compare? 
 

In Bristol, the biggest investments in recent years have been the £294 million MetroBus 
scheme and the £33 million Filton Bank capacity improvement.  Work should start within 
two years on the £116 million Portishead line, and let's not forget Portway Parkway station 
at just over £2 million.  All in this comes to just under £450 million. 
 

Bristol has also benefitted from the GWR electrification programme.  However, the big 
winners here have been in London and the Thames Valley where new electric trains have 
released the thirty-year old diesel trains - which are now being used to  improve capacity 
on local services in the West. 
 

In London, CrossRail dwarfs everything else.  The current budget for this project is over £18 
billion.  Each of the seven stations in the central section is to cost in excess of £200 million, 
with Paddington, Whitechapel and Farringdon all costing over £500 million each.  This puts 
recent promises to spend £500 million winding back the Beeching cuts right across Britain 
into perspective!  But CrossRail is not the only project underway: the Northern Line 
extension to Battersea is costed at £1 billion (and will add two stations to the tube 
network); meanwhile, capacity improvements at Bank tube station are costed at £623 
million, and the London Overground is being extended to Barking Riverside at a cost of 
£196 million. 
 

The total cost of rail-based transport improvements currently underway in London is just 
short of £20 billion.  But it won't stop there!  The multi-billion CrossRail 2 project is 
shuffling towards the starting gate, a Bakerloo Line extension to Lewisham has been 
mooted and Croydon Tramlink looks set to be extended to Sutton. 
 

In round terms, over four times as much is being spent per head of population on 
improving rail transport in London as is being spent in Bristol. How can that be justified? 
 
In London, people complain if they have to wait 5 minutes for a train.  In the West 
Country, many of us have waited for over 50 years! 
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Temple Meads Masterplan: update  

On 27 November, FOSBR representatives attended a ‘workshop’ event at Mott 
MacDonald’s office in Bristol to review the plans for upgrading Temple Meads station. 

Temple Meads is an important transport hub, not just for Bristol but also for the region.  
People change trains here, but also switch to other modes: buses, taxis, ferries, and private 
cars.  Redeveloping the station in a way that works seamlessly for all users is a major 
challenge, because not only is it hemmed in by the River Avon, the Floating Harbour and a 
major arterial road, but it is also Grade 1 listed.  Usage of Temple Meads station is 
expected to double by 2043. 

New main entrance+ 

 
Path leading from northern entrance, Bristol Temple Meads Station. Platform 0 and 1 will extend 

as far as the white railings on the right. The Midland Shed, left, will become the station foyer  

Perhaps the biggest change in these proposals is to the main entrance.  The current 
entrance at the top of the station incline is cramped and confusing - arriving and departing 
passengers cross paths with people buying tickets, and there is little opportunity to add 
retail outlets.  Surprisingly, 60% of station users already enter through the northern 
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entrance – the narrow path across the front of the Midland shed.  If the plans go ahead, 
this will become the main entrance to the station. 

The Midland Shed looks set to become a foyer for the station.  Platforms 0 and 1, on the 
site of the current Signal Box, will be extended to about the point where the path currently 
crosses - thus avoiding the need for a subway or bridge to cross these tracks. 

Eastern entrance 

A new entrance to the east of the station will give access to the University development on 
the old Post Office site.  They did not give much detail of this but it was clear that this will 
be an entrance rather than a public right of way.  

Previous Temple Meads plans included a publicly accessible Station Street under the 
station.  This would have given the University campus a direct link to the area at the west 
of the station.  It has been ruled out because the cost and complexity of fitting it in to the 
Grade 1 listed vaults. The new pontoon walkway to the north of the station will, however, 
make it easier to get from the campus to Friary. The artist’s impression also showed a 
footbridge linking the platforms outside the main train shed; apparently this may be 
required in future to boost the capacity of the subway. 

Buses 

Terminating buses will be moved from the station incline to the Friary.  This caused raised 
eyebrows at the meeting, because the new, nearly complete road scheme at Temple Gate 
may not accommodate this very well. 

Parking 

Cycle parking will be ‘decanted’, first to a temporary containerised facility at Friary and 
then later to a high quality cycle hub capable of accommodating 800 to 1000 bikes. 

A new multi-storey car park (with cycle parking) on the southern side of the River Avon will 
replace all the staff and public car parking in the Midland Shed area, on the incline and in 
the current Temple Gate multi-storey.  A path along the track bed of the current Fish Dock 
siding, crossing the river and Cattle Market Road on the railway bridge, will allow quick, 
easy, level access into the southern end of the station near Platform 2. 

The pedestrian area in front of the (current) main entrance is to be extended, moving 
vehicles further away from the station building.  The only private car parking retained here 
will be for disabled users. 

Taxis will continue to use the Incline.  This drew criticism from a representative of the taxi 
drivers, who felt that taxis and buses should be in the same place. 

Retail 

Retail is a very important aspect of major modern stations.  Station retail is one of the few 
areas in the sector that is still experiencing growth, and it is recognised that Temple Meads 
currently has a very poor offer.  These plans allow much scope for extending retail here, 
but it is also recognised that this needs to reflect Bristol’s special ‘independent’ streak – so 
units will be fitted out at a level which will appeal to independents. 
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Accessibility 

The main criticism of accessibility concerned the distances between modes.  People 
arriving by train who wish to travel on to places such as Wells or Cheddar, for example, will 
need to go at least 250m to reach their bus at Temple Gate.  Even local terminating buses 
will be over 100m from the station. 

************************************************************ 

Portway Parkway: costs rise 

 

Development work by Network Rail has seen the overall cost of the new station at Portway 
Park & Ride/Parkway rise to between £3.4 million and £3.6 million, a report to Bristol City 
Council’s cabinet has revealed. 

Previously, the station and associated rail infrastructure were budgeted at £2.23 million 
and the funding for this has already been raised from WECA’s Local Growth Fund (LGF) and 
the Government's New Station Fund. 

£1 million shortfall 
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The council’s cabinet has now agreed to ask West of England Local Enterprise Partnership 
to cover the £1m shortfall by reallocating LGF money already earmarked for other Bristol 
projects, which subsequently turned out to be ineligible. 

The increase is due to additional costs for track drainage, foundations for signals, lighting 
and walkways, contractor overheads not included in previous figures and an extra 
passenger waiting shelter.  The platform will be longer than originally proposed to “future 
proof” the station for bigger trains. 

Portway Parkway will be sited next to the existing bus-served park and ride.  Detailed 
design should be completed by the end of May, and the station could be open to Severn 
Beach Line train passengers in December 2020.  

Cabinet member for transport Cllr Kye Dudd said: "This project is key to reducing our 
congestion, helps us tackle air quality issues and is an important development for the 
Avonmouth/Shirehampton area". 

FOSBR continue to campaign for the re-opening of the Henbury Loop which would link 
Portway Parkway via Avonmouth to Henbury and North Filton (due to re-open as part of 
the Henbury Spur in 2021). 

 

************************************************************ 

“Nationally significant” rail scheme on track for Portishead 

Getting the train to Bristol is another step closer for people in Portishead. 

 

 

The DCO application seeks powers to build and operate the disused section of railway from 
Portishead to Pill, gain environmental consent to undertake works to the existing freight 
railway through the Avon Gorge and obtain powers for the compulsory acquisition of land.  

The application for a Development 
Consent Order (DCO) for the £116m 
MetroWest phase 1 scheme was 
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate by 
North Somerset Council on 15th 
November 2019, along with a formal letter 
of support from West of England Mayor 
Tim Bowles.  This was accepted by the 
Planning Inspectorate on 12 December 
2019 and there is expected to be an 18 
month wait for a decision by the Secretary 
of State.   
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The order has now progressed to a Section 56, which means that statutory bodies, 
landowners and other interested parties will be formally advised in writing of the 
acceptance of the DCO application.  They will also be advised on how they can view the 
application, and how to register any responses to, or other representations in respect of, 
the project with the Planning Inspectorate. 

Public notices will also go up along the railway corridor stating that an application for 
development consent has been made and notices will appear in local and national 
newspapers.  Hard copies of the application will also be available to view locally in 
Portishead Library, Pill Resource Centre, and Bristol Central Library and a copy of the 
application will also be made available online at www.travelwest.info/metrowest. 

 

New stations 

Relaunching train services from Portishead with new stations at Portishead and Pill is a key 
part of the MetroWest programme of transport improvements across the region being led 
by the West of England Combined Authority (WECA) and North Somerset Council.  More 
than 50,000 people within the immediate catchment of the two stations will be re-
connected to the national rail system.  It is estimated that the scheme will mean 181,000 
fewer car trips in its opening year,  increasing to 278,000 car trips by 2036.   

Investing in Local Infrastructure 

Leader of North Somerset Council, Cllr Don Davies, said the council was committed to 
investing in local infrastructure: “The Portishead line is a nationally significant project that 
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will deliver wide ranging environmental and economic benefits to our region. Once 
completed, MetroWest Phase 1 will connect an additional 50,000 residents directly to the 
national rail network and will improve the level of service for a further 180,000 residents 
on the Severn Beach and Bath corridors.” 

Patricia Greer, Chief Executive of the West of England Combined Authority, said: “Reaching 
this milestone puts us within touching distance of the long awaited re-opening of the 
Portishead to Bristol line.  It is also a significant moment in the wider MetroWest project, 
which will improve rail services for people right across the West of England. 

“We are making major investments through MetroWest to give our region the rail network 
it deserves.  From Severn Beach to Portishead and Henbury to Bath, we will be helping cut 
congestion, improve air quality and keep people moving.  Making MetroWest a reality is 
only possible thanks to everyone involved working together, from the West of England 
Combined Authority and North Somerset Council to the Department for Transport and 
Network Rail.”  The Secretary of State for Transport is expected to make a decision within 
18 months. 

Subject to final business case approval, construction work is expected to start on the 
Portishead to Bristol line in December 2021 and take around two years to complete.   

************************************************************ 

Parson Street – the stop for Ashton Gate Stadium 

New signage appeared at Parson Street in November 2019 to illustrate the route from 
Parson Street to Ashton Gate Stadium for football and rugby fans.  As the sign informs, the 
walk takes only 18 minutes.  Friends of Parson Street Railway Station (FoPSRS) have been 
instrumental in working with Bristol Sport to promote Parson Street as a “gateway” 
station. 
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FoPSRS was formed in January 2017 to lobby for improvements to facilities and services at 
Parson Street station and has achieved a great deal in a short time through working 
effectively with GWR’s Customer and Communities Improvement Fund, Severnside 
Community Rail Partnership (SCRP) and a team of volunteers. 

Other station improvements that have been completed include: 

 stair painting 
 yellow lines at platform edge 
 vegetation removal at end of platform 
 heritage wall 
 live Customer Information System unit 
 better lighting 
 new, well-maintained flower beds 
 re-decoration of Bartletts Road Bridge 
 additional services during special events at Ashton Gate 
 90th birthday party (for the station!) 

Parson Street station facilities were spartan but FoPSRS have made a big difference and 
have further ambitious plans relating to improved access, platform shelters, and improved 
evening/weekend services. 

This Bristol suburban station has seen a dramatic increase in usage from under 4,000 
journeys in 2002/03 to almost 150,000  in 2018/19.  There is further potential for growth 
as Ashton Gate Stadium has increased to 27,000 capacity for football and rugby matches.   
Parson Street is also an interchange to the MetroBus M1 route. 

Currently Parson Street station is only served by local stopping trains between Bristol 
Parkway and Weston-super-Mare and some of the Cardiff to Taunton services.  Passengers 
of other services from the Midlands, London or the South West have to change at Weston-
super-Mare or Bristol Temple Meads. 

In an ideal world, there would obviously also be a stop for Ashton Gate nearer the stadium 
on the re-opened Portishead line (2023 possibly?!) but Parson Street will also benefit from 
increased service frequency when the Portishead line does eventually open. 

Follow “Friends of Parson Street Railway Station” on Facebook to get involved with their 
campaigns. 

************************************************************ 

Cleaner Air for Bristol 
 

In November 2019, Bristol City Council (BCC) agreed to submit a plan to government for a 
hybrid clean air zone with two elements: 
  

1) A small central area (Temple Way, Cabot Circus, BRI, Cumberland Basin, Spike Island) 
with a total ban on private diesel cars between 7am-3pm, 
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2) A larger charging zone affecting all polluting diesels except private cars (Winterstoke 
Rd, Parson St, St John’s Rd in Bedminster, St Philip’s Causeway, the railway line from 
Lawrence Hill to Stapleton Rd, Gloucester Rd up to Berkeley Road, St Paul’s, Cotham, 
The Triangle and Cliftonwood).  Euro VI diesel vehicles are not included in this charging 
zone. 

 

 
Image: Bristol City Council 
  
BCC have submitted this to government for approval - because a change in legislation will 
be needed to allow the diesel ban. 
  
Tina Biggs, FOSBR committee member, was involved in setting up the Bristol Clean Air 
Alliance (BCAA) in March 2018.  This Alliance met with BCC officers, bonded with local 
Bristol community groups and asked formal questions in Council.  From this they 
ascertained that, although the plans would mean that the NO2 in the city centre would fall 
to within European legal limits by 2025, the overall effect on the city would be to lower the 
total NOx by only 12%.  There will be some tweaking between now and Feb 2020 when the 
Full Business Case will be submitted to government so BCAA are keen for BCC to not hand 
out any exemptions that would eliminate this slender gain to public health. 
  
There was a lot of public comment at the time with people concerned that they would not 
be able to get to work easily.  The Bristol Clean Air Alliance are keen for people to shift 
from using diesel cars to commute in to the centre to using public transport instead - 
rather than simply switching to petrol cars.  We felt that the solution was at least even-
handed in the way that it would not allow more affluent people to “pay to pollute” - which 
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would be unfair on lower income groups and still result in pollution.  Although some 
campaigners have felt that the plans do not go far enough, we feel that they are very much 
a step in the right direction and will encourage investment in public transport. 
 
FOSBR continues to campaign for both an early delivery of the MetroWest Phase 1A half-
hour service on the Severn Beach Line (hourly to Severn Beach) and for more rural stations 
to be written into the WECA Joint Local Transport Plan version 4 (JLTP4).  The 2011 census 
data showed that 26,000 people were commuting to Bristol by car every day from S. Glos, 
much more than from the other surrounding local authorities; accordingly we are urging 
WECA to prioritise the S. Glos stations of Coalpit Heath, Pilning and Thornbury. 
 

************************************************************ 

Severn Beach – improved Sunday service since December 2019 
 

 

The December 2019 timetable enhancements are largely about the inter-city trains to 
London but there are some improvements to the service on the Severn Beach Line. 

From December 15th Severn Beach has a more frequent service with trains running 
through from Avonmouth later into the evening. This is a year round extension of the 
summer-only Sunday service. 
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Here are the departures from Severn Beach on Sunday 8th December: 

 

compared to departures from Severn Beach from Sunday 15th December: 
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This change is long overdue as Severn Beach had suffered a (frankly) appalling winter 
Sunday timetable for years.  FOSBR requested the Sunday service improvement (as part of 
our wish list) at timetable meetings with GWR in spring 2019 but credit must be given to 
Keith Walton of Severnside Community Rail Partnership (SCRP) who has tenaciously fought 
for the Summer Sunday service to be extended to throughout the year.  Avonmouth also 
benefits as the last Sunday service from Bristol Temple Meads (20.53) that previously 
terminated at Clifton Down now continues to Avonmouth. 

FOSBR will continue to campaign for a ½ hour service on the Severn Beach Line and other 
local stations ahead of the introduction of MetroWest Phase 1a.  Our “Half-hour train 
petition” can be found here: https://www.change.org/p/half-hourly-train-services-to-all-
west-of-england-railway-stations 

************************************************************ 

Avonmouth's "Secret Garden" 
 

 

Since June 2019 Incredible Edible have been working with Severnside CRP to create a 
community garden in the area that was previously wasteland behind platform 1 at 
Avonmouth Station.  The “Secret Garden” project aims to provide some produce for the 
lunch club at Avonmouth Community Centre and the North Bristol Food Bank.  They also 
hope to plant fruit trees.  The garden is open for working parties and on special open days. 

Check https://www.incredibleedible.org.uk/ for access information. 

https://www.change.org/p/half-hourly-train-services-to-all-west-of-england-railway-stations
https://www.change.org/p/half-hourly-train-services-to-all-west-of-england-railway-stations
https://www.incredibleedible.org.uk/
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FoSBR Annual General Meeting   
 

You are cordially invited to the FOSBR AGM. 
 

When:    
 

Friday 14th February 2020 
 

Where:   
 

Randall Room, All Saints Church, Clifton, BS8 3ED.  This is on Alma Vale 
Road just next to the junction with Pembroke Road.   
Please note: this is a different venue to that we have had for the last two 
years' AGMs (although it is only some 250 m away 
 

Time:   
 

The Randall Room will be open from 7 pm.  The AGM will be held from 7.30 
pm  to 9.30 pm 
 

Refreshments Hot and cold drinks with snacks will be provided 
 
Our main speaker will be Professor Stuart Cole, Emeritus Professor of Transport at the 
University of South Wales.  Professor Cole is  leading expert in transport economics and 
policy, with nearly 40 years of experience in the sector.  He will be sharing with us his 
knowledge of the Cardiff (South East Wales) Metro Project.  This is an ambitious and 
exciting scheme which will create an integrated public transport network , transforming 
rail and bus services as well as walking and cycling.  It is a project that will be of great 
interest to FOSBR members.   
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We will also be hearing about other local rail events and activities.  There will be plenty of 
time for questions and discussion - so come along and make your voice heard! 
 

Please note:  
If you wish to be nominated for any of the seven Committee posts (Chair, Secretary,  
Treasurer/Membership Secretary, Campaigns Organiser, Press Officer, Web Officer and 
Rail Data Analyst), please present your nominations to Tony or Julie when you arrive.  
 

We will be pleased to collect membership renewals at the AGM. Subscriptions for 2020: 

Individuals: £10 Concessions: £5 Under-18s: £1 Organisations: £25 

 
The relevant trains for the event are as follows: 

 Bristol Temple Meads 18:03 → Clifton Down 18:17 
 Bristol Temple Meads 18:50 → Clifton Down 19:04 
 Clifton Down 20:20 → Bristol Temple Meads 20:37 
 Clifton Down 21.59 → Bristol Temple Meads 22:14 

 

FoSBR 2020 Membership Subscriptions  

Enclosed with this newsletter is a membership renewal form for the year (January to 
December) 2020.  We hope that you will want to continue supporting FoSBR and, if so, please 
could you send the completed form plus subscription cheque or postal order to the address at 
the bottom of the form. You will receive a membership card (receipt) with the next newsletter 
after your subscription is received.  
 

Alternatively you are now also able to renew online, using PayPal.  Go to: 
fosbr.org.uk/get involved/join us  
 

If you wish to pay by bank transfer, let me know (membership@fosbr.org.uk) and I will send 
you our account details.  
 

Tony Lloyd (FoSBR Membership Secretary) 

 

Old Newsletters please.   
We are trying to put a complete collection of FoSBR newsletters on the new website, so 
that people can see our development over the years.  We are missing issues 83, 18 and 
issues 1-13.  If loyal FoSBR members have any of the missing issues - please contact the 

Webmaster! 

 

Our next newsletter will be in summer 2020.   If you have anything for the next newsletter 
(comments, photos, whinges, praise, poems, etc.), please send them in to us.  
 

General enquiries: general@fosbr.org.uk Website:  webmaster@fosbr.org.uk 
Chair:  chairman@fosbr.org.uk  
Membership: membership@fosbr.org.uk Facebook:  www.facebook.com/FOSBR 
Newsletter:  newsletter@fosbr.org.uk Twitter:  www.twitter.com/FOSBR 
Campaigning:  campaigns@fosbr.org.uk Website:   www.fosbr.org.uk 

or write to FoSBR, c/o 29 Brighton Road, Redland, Bristol, BS6 6NU 
                                                                     FOSBR, printed by Greyhound, Clifton 

mailto:general@fosbr.org.uk
mailto:membership@fosbr.org.uk
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mailto:newsletter@fosbr.org.uk
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