Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways (FOSBR)
Statement to S Glos Cabinet, Monday 15 July 2019
1. Filton Bank and the green light for MetroWest Phase 1A: FOSBR notes that since
the four tracks on Filton Bank were delivered in November 2018 that the reliability of services on the
Severn Beach Line has been largely restored. We are now very keen to see the speedy
implementation of MetroWest Phase 1A (half-hour services to Avonmouth, hourly to Severn Beach)
and have recently launched a petition to this effect. We call on S Glos to urge WECA to conclude
negotiations and ensure that the half-hour service is in the May 2020 timetable.

2. MetroWest Phase 2 – We welcome the WECA funding decision passed on Friday 14 April of
£3.519m of the remaining £11.036 shortfall, to proceed to the Full Business Case (GRIP 3) and
would urge that MetroWest Phase 2 is expedited in consultation with YTL and S Glos, taking into
consideration the likelihood of an Arena at Filton and future-proofing for the full Henbury Loop. We
urge S Glos to commit funding from the Community Infrastructure Levy.
3. Infrastructure – FOSBR urges S Glos to continue to urge DfT to approve funding for Bristol East
Junction and to propose further infrastructure schemes to enter the Rail Enhancements Delivery
Pipeline – Severn Beach Line selective double-tracking, the full Henbury Loop, and the remodelling
of Westerleigh Junction to facilitate the delivery of the Thornbury Line.

4. Clean Air Plan – In light of the
26,000 cars per day travelling into
Bristol from S Glos (cited from the
2011 census in our response to the
JLTP4 consultation), FOSBR regard
the proposed remodelling of
Hambrook Junction cynical in the
extreme. FOSBR support the
suggestion by James Freeman of
FirstBus to modify the proposed
remodelling of Hambrook Junction by
retaining the forward bus lane. FOSBR
supports FirstBus’ suggestion to
remove the right hand turn to the north
and to instead use this as a third lane
going forwards towards the M32.
Please do not remove the forward bus
lane, as this will only disincentivise bus travel and make air pollution in Bristol worse!
5. FOSBR Rail Plan – FOSBR continue to commend our Rail Plan 2018 for the whole West of
England region and urge S Glos to commend this to the JSP inspectors as this will mitigate against
all the contested SDLs (not just Charfield), provided the train stations are in place before any houses
are built.
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