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To all FoSBR Members, we wish you a Happy New Year
P.S. Don't forget our AGM on 20th January (see page 20)
It might seem, from reading our previous newsletters, that we are always noting bad news
and missed opportunities. Indeed, later in this newsletter we will be whingeing about
things that seem to be hindering rail improvements in our area. But, because it is a new
year, we thought we ought to start on a more POSITIVE note - to remind you of all the
good things that have happened or are happening in 'railway land'.


2004 Severnside Community Rail Partnership (SCRP) formed. Its key activity is working
with communities to improve the local (and mainly unstaffed) stations. SCRP has
played a key part in improving local stations, the latest being the refurbishment of
Severn Beach station in 2016.



May 2008: after much campaigning, Bristol City Council agreed to pay for a second
train on the Severn Beach line. This permitted an enhanced service with a roughly 40
minute frequency - with much improved punctuality. As a consequence, passenger
numbers have soared.



MetroWest was first proposed in 2008: The principle projects being proposed are
Phase 1: re-opening the Portishead line, with stations at Portishead and Pill; half
hourly trains from Temple Meads to Avonmouth; more trains serving Keynsham,
Oldfield Park, Bedminster, Parson St; turn round at Bathampton. Phase 2: half hourly
train to Yate; half hourly train on Henbury line; additional stations at Ashley Down,
possibly also Horfield/Lockleaze.



2010: a new Sunday service for the Severn Beach line was started; this includes two
through trains to Weston super Mare.



September 2012: a long-existing gap in the evening service was filled with one extra
round trip of the train, leaving Temple Meads at 21.37



2013: a new footbridge was installed at Stapleton Road station to link up the 2 existing
platforms. Importantly, it was built with specifications allowing it to be continued
over the 2 extra lines that will be re-instated as part of the Filton Bank 'four tracking'.



May 2014: a new 'Early Bird' service started. The 05.12 train from Taunton will stop at
Parson St (06.13) and Bedminster (06.16) en route to Temple Meads, arriving 06.20.
This enables the Parson St and Bedminster passengers to catch the 06.35 to London.



July 2014: a new Evening service started. This called at Parson St (19.35) and
Bedminster (19.37), arriving Temple Meads at 19.40



Filton four tracking - agreed and work started in 2015/2016.



Electrification: agreed (although some has now been deferred).
prepared for electrification during 2016.
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Severn Tunnel



March 2016: Devolution deal - agreed between the Government and the West of
England Partnership (WEP). The deal is for £30 million pounds as a grant (not a loan)
for 30 years, therefore totalling £900 million over this period. We hope to get some
money from this for rail improvements.

These are some of the important improvements that have occurred in our area. But
generally, throughout the UK, there has been a renaissance in rail travel - with more and
more passengers using the trains. A few years ago, rail was almost considered as
'yesterday's news' but now it would be very difficult, politically, for lines to be closed or
services cut. The public do want services to improve and also are interested in possible
new services or stations; when we did our recent station survey, to see which new stations
people would like (re-)opened, we got some 800 replies - which shows that there is a lot of
interest from potential passengers.
#######################################################################

Electrification - RIP?
Just when we thought it was safe to await the brave new world of electric trains gliding
silently into Bristol, rail minister Paul Maynard made a statement in the House on 8th
November 2016. The key part of his Update on the programme of rail investment in the
Great Western route1, was.....
As a result of this scrutiny from the Hendy review I have decided to defer 4 electrification
projects that are part of the programme of work along the Great Western route. The 4
projects being deferred are:





electrification between Oxford and Didcot Parkway
electrification of Filton Bank (Bristol Parkway to Bristol Temple Meads)
electrification west of Thingley Junction (Bath Spa to Bristol Temple Meads)
electrification of Thames Valley Branches (Henley & Windsor)

So, in other words, the lines through to Bristol Temple Meads will not be electrified in the
near future (at least not until after 2019), if ever. All the works to enable electrification
through Bath has so far come to nought.
Mr Maynard went on to say that: 'we can bring in the benefits expected by passengers newer trains with more capacity – without requiring costly and disruptive electrification
works'. This claim is based on the bi-mode capability of the new Hitachi trains - although
built originally for electric operation, they are being retro-fitted with diesel engines. So
trains from London can run on electric power under the wires to Thingley Junction or to
Bristol Parkway - then switch to diesel to get to Bath and Temple Meads. The trains
running on electric will be faster than those running on diesel - but we are told that,
because Filton Bank to Temple Meads and Thingley Junction to Bath and Temple Meads
have lower line speeds, it will make no overall difference to the journey times. This either
begs the question of why preparations were ever put in place for electrification of these
so-called 'branch lines'; but also it could easily mean that there will never be a justification
for electrification to Bath and Bristol. It should also be noted that bi-mode trains are
heavier than just electric ones and so will put more wear on the tracks - leading to more
renewals and maintenance.
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Mr Maynard added that this 'deferral' would save some £145M - £160M in this spending
period (presumably Control Period 5, 2014-2019) - but of course this money will be
'focused on improvements that will deliver additional benefits to passengers'. It is not
clear what this last statement means.
At the same time, the National Audit Office (NAO) published a report on Modernising the
Great Western Railway2 on 9th November 2016. This was a damning report, criticising the
DfT and Network Rail in a somewhat polite manner. 'The Department’s failure to plan and
manage all the projects which now make up the Great Western Route Modernisation
industry programme in a sufficiently joined up way, combined with weaknesses in Network
Rail’s management of the infrastructure programme, has led to additional costs for the
taxpayer. The way in which the programme was delivered before 2015 cannot be said to
have best protected value for money'.
Locally there has been some reaction to the news. After hearing the news from central
Government, portfolio holder for transport, Mark Bradshaw, said: "We are obviously
disappointed with the recent government announcement to defer elements of the
electrification programme, but we will be working closely with the Department for
Transport and Network".
Many south west MPs, of all political persuasions, have also been up in arms about this
decision. Charlotte Leslie (Bristol North, Con) secured a debate3 in the House on 22
November 2016 on the electrification of the Great Western line. Her opening speech did
sum up what many in the south west feel: 'I applied for this debate because of deep
concern about the recent Government announcement of the deferral of electrification,
which yet again appears to leave the south-west region trailing behind other parts of the
country in terms of transport infrastructure investment'.
She was joined by Kerry McCarthy (Bristol East, Lab), Karin Smyth (Bristol South, Lab),
Thangam Debonnaire (Bristol West, Lab), John Penrose (Weston super Mare, Con), James
Heappey (Wells, Con), Ben Howlett (Bath, Con), Kevin Foster (Torbay, Con), Craig Williams
(Cardiff North, Con) in questioning the Rail Minister and demanding answers about the
deferral and also about the level of rail investment in the south west.
However, let us be positive.
We are going to get some
splendid trains - the Hitachi
Class 800 Super Express (as
shown below) The region will
still receive, which it might
not have received otherwise,
5,000 extra seats on journeys
into London at peak time. We
have been promised that the
new trains will deliver faster
journeys. Fingers crossed!

Hitachi Class 800 Super Express
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(1) https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/rail-update-rail-investment-in-the-great-western-route
(2) https://www.nao.org.uk/press-release/modernising-the-great-western-railway/
(3) https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/F02000B9-FBF3-43EA-A8C3EA3681A36FBC/GreatWesternLineElectrification

Deferred electrification - where do we go from here ?
Nigel Bray (Secretary of Railfuture, Severnside Branch)
The Government’s decision, announced on 8 November, to defer completion of the
already delayed Great Western electrification project, was a depressing shock. On
my many journeys to Reading and London this year I had seen steady progress with
electrification work east of Swindon. The recent six-week closure of the Severn
tunnel resulted in the installation of an overhead conductor bar on this crucial
section of the South Wales main line. Revised completion dates for the scheme
provided in late 2015 by the Hendy Review were widely regarded as achievable.
Work has begun on Filton Bank quadrupling but there is little other visible evidence
of progress on MetroWest. Given the protracted GRIP (Governance for Railway
Investment Projects) processes required for rail schemes involving public money, we
should not be too surprised at the lengthy timescales. What is discouraging are the
repeated discoveries of additional technical problems which push back the estimated
completion date each time. By contrast I recall that a “design, finance and build”
contract for a new dual carriageway A417 in Gloucestershire was completed within
a few years in the late 1990s. We need an overhaul of the GRIP and Development
Consent Order procedures if rail schemes are to materialise with the same alacrity
as those for major roads.
So where do we go from here ? We need to find out whether electrification to
Bristol could be completed using some of the money promised to the West of
England under the Devolution deal. For future phases of MetroWest, campaigners
need to persuade local authorities and LEPs to challenge the cost estimates put
forward by Network Rail and consultants. Contractors are almost certainly eager to
take on rail projects, so why not have a competition for civil engineering firms to
design and build stations such as Ashton Gate, complying with Network Rail
standards but at a price more acceptable to the proposed Combined Authority ?
The Swindon- Kemble section of the London- Cheltenham main line was singled 1968
but for years local authorities, MPs and campaigners called for double track to be
restored. Redoubling was turned down by the Office of Rail Regulation (now Office
of Rail and Road) in 2008, partly because of NR’s price tag but also because the
benefits had been underestimated by NR’s 2005 Great Western Route Utilisation
Study, which envisaged little enhancement of the network. The project received the
final go ahead in 2011 after Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP persuaded the Government
that it could be completed for £45m instead of the £52m quoted by NR. There was
also a catalyst in the form of the decision to electrify from London to South Wales,
for which the Kemble line was the only practicable diversionary route.
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Not only do the costs of rail schemes need to be managed down but the benefits
need to be more accurately identified. The lesson of the Borders Railway has been
that the official forecasts of passenger numbers were hopelessly underestimated.
These pessimistic projections produced a low Benefit Cost Ratio for the scheme,
resulting in a mainly single track line and under-provision of rolling stock. Closer to
home we have seen absurdly low estimates from consultants for the number of
additional journeys expected to be generated by a Henbury loop service. Common
sense would suggest that the Henbury loop would create a large number of crossBristol journey opportunities and that a rail service in the Borders would be
preferable to slow bus journeys into Edinburgh. However, Stephen Joseph, Director
of the Campaign for Better Transport, said at the recent Railfuture Conference in
Birmingham, that basing decisions on common sense does involve an element of
risk unattractive to officials accustomed to following established procedures.
The underlying problem appears to be an assumption in the forecasting
methodology that, by and large, new rail services will not persuade many people to
leave their cars at home. Perhaps the civil servants and consultants are haunted by
the fuel crisis of 2000, when the Government dropped plans to raise motor fuel
duty. In fact there is now evidence that people are driving less, at least in urban
areas. Soaring rail passenger numbers give every confidence that new stations and
lines would be very well supported. Some of this growth has been influenced by
road congestion but much of it is due to younger people unable to afford cars or
motor insurance.
This time last year I wrote to my MP to suggest that the troubled UK steel industry
could be helped if Network Rail bought more British made steel for its programme
to expand and electrify Britain’s railways. I received a sympathetic reply and it is
ironic that the British Steel Company is now supplying new rails to extend the
Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway from Toddington in his constituency across the
Worcestershire border into Broadway. The extension is due to open in the spring of
2018 and although Broadway is technically in the West Midlands, it may well be
the next railway station, albeit on a heritage railway, to open anywhere near the
Mid West of England.
So I wrote again to my MP (Laurence Robertson, Tewkesbury), asking him to find out
when the GW electrification scheme will be completed and what effect the deferral
will have on the transfer of much needed diesel rolling stock from the Thames
Valley to the West of England.
He has now replied: "I appreciate what you have said and agree that the local
services around Gloucestershire are in need of improvement." He then reproduced
Paul Maynard's statement to the House on the deferral of electrification, so he
hasn't managed to find out the answers I was looking for. However, he said he
would be happy to table questions regarding any revised timelines for electrification
and ask what measures are being taken to improve Gloucestershire train services.
So it's up to me to suggest questions for him to ask.
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Tread carefully on the electrification of Filton Bank:
Put Four Tracking first

Eric Wildman

The best thing about rail campaigning is that it is always for and rarely against: for new
infrastructure, for new trains, for new services. The completion of the electrification of the
Severn Tunnel is a major milestone in the modernisation of Britain’s rail network with
electric trains running to Wales for the first time, ever. London will finally have all its main
lines rid of diesel passenger trains and Paddington no longer will be the capital’s dirty
railway station.
But Bristol being too cool for school, will be excluded from the party. What would be in
most advance countries a “no brainer” decision of connecting a city of over half a million
people to an newly electrified line only 4 miles from its main station, deferred on the basis
of minimising disruption is the stuff of “Yes Minister” or maybe the “The thick of it” if you
prefer more colourful language.
But we must tread carefully: we mustn’t be put into the situation of trading in the four
tracking of Filton Bank for a non-deferral of its electrification. It is obvious that we have to
prioritise. By focusing on the four tracking of Filton bank we are laying the foundations of
massively increasing Bristol’s rail local and nation rail services making the business case of
electrification irresistible not only Filton Bank but also the whole main line from Plymouth
to Birmingham via Bristol. The electrification lobby should be looking for new projects to
work on by then.

Portway Park & Ride
In November 2011 a proposal to construct a rail platform at the Portway Park and Ride site
was put forward by Severnside Community Rail Partnership, Bristol City Council and the
West of England Partnership. Nothing has happened for a few years but now Bristol City
Council is submitting a bid to the Department for Transport’s New Stations Fund 2 and to
the Local Enterprise Partnership’s Local Growth Fund for £2.225m for funding to construct
a rail station at the existing Portway bus Park and Ride site. Should one of the bids be
successful, it is hoped the design work to be undertaken in 2017/8 with station build in
2018/19 and 2019/20. It is expected that trains will start serving the station in May 2019.

A Quick Look at Potential New Stations (Part 3)
This is our final look see at potential suburban Bristol stations
11) Saltford Station
This station, opened in 1840, was sited at the eastern end of the village at the foot of
Saltford Hill. It closed in 1970. The reopening of this station has been the subject of a
vigorous campaign by the Saltford Environment Group (SEG) 1. The campaign started in July
2011 with its first public meeting attended by 140 people
6

1. http://www.saltfordenvironmentgroup.org.uk/station-campaign.
Many influential people and public bodies
have supported this re-opening. Network
Rail has confirmed that neither the resignalling programme nor the electrification
programme will preclude the provision of a
new station at Saltford - thus “passive
provision”. Network Rail has produced an
indicative layout for Saltford Station on the
existing site. Independent consultants have
established that there is capacity on the line
between Bristol TM and Bath Spa for one
new station and that can be at Saltford. Also
Network Rail has confirmed that timetabling
is not
an insurmountable
obstacle capital
to an
is not an insurmountable obstacle to an additional
station
at Saltford. An indicative
additional
Ancould
indicative
cost of Saltford station at the old-station site is
£4 to £6 station
million at
andSaltford.
that there
be at
capital
cost
of
Saltford
station
at
the
oldleast 203,000 trips per year (2 way movement).
station site is £4 to £6 million and that there
could be at least 203,000 trips per year (2
way movement).
Obviously more
work needs to
be done,
especially with
timetabling, but
hopefully this
station could be
up and running
in the near
future.

Salford station site, Oct 2016.
Taken from A4 Bath Road

12) Thornbury Station
This station opened in 1872; it was closed to passengers in 1944 and to goods traffic in
1966. It was the terminus of a short (7½ mile) branch from Yate on the Midland Railway
line between Bristol and Gloucester. The route of the railway still exists up to the A38
crossing - a distance of about 1¼ miles from the centre of Thornbury. Rails still remain
from Yate up to just beyond Grovesend Quarry. This quarry closed in 2012 at which point
the whole branch railway closed.
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Towards the A38, the line was in a very deep cutting (so as to go under the road) which is
now hidden by trees and undergrowth. Just north of the A38, the cutting has obviously
been filled in - probably by construction waste and soil - and is now a grass field. In
Thornbury itself there are some remnants of the old line still visible; the track is now a
public footpath and some railway bridges act as underpasses. This runs along the side of
an industrial estate but, just before reaching the site of the old station, it becomes
absorbed into Midland Way. The station itself is now a supermarket (quelle surprise!). So
the line (north of the A38) cannot be reinstated along its old route but perhaps other
routes could be considered.
End of the line - the old railway tunnel under the A38, blocked at its northern end

Photo: Midlands Explorer Boy, 2013

Apparently various proposals have been put forward for re-opening the line to Thornbury,
including a consultation report by Halcrow in 2012. However nothing has come of them.
Also at that time, two South Gloucestershire councillors (Brian Hopkinson and Trevor
Jones) lobbied transport chiefs to ask that the old railway, which stopped transporting
passengers in 1944, be reopened in order to ease congestion on nearby roads. 'We believe
that it is within South Gloucestershire Council's strategic transport remit to request that
Network Rail reclaim this line and protect its potential for future use and we request that
this is attended to swiftly. We cannot countenance this line being scrapped and parts of
the trackbed used as a cycle track/footpath or just allowed to "return to nature" without
the potential this line offers for commuter route alternatives being investigated.'
Unfortunately their efforts did not succeed.
Considering the town has a population of some 12,000 and traffic congestion (especially on
the A38 to Bristol in rush hours) can be appalling, there must be a good case for some form
of rapid public transport link. If reinstated, the line would take passengers to a hub (Yate)
where trains could continue onto Bristol or to Gloucester. Open up the blocked off
8

Grovesend tunnel and take the line somewhere near to the centre of the town. Of course,
there does not necessarily need to be a heavy rail link - possibly an ultra light tram or tramtrain could be considered. Imagine - buying a through ticket to Bristol and hopping on a
tram down to Yate and then changing onto a Yate-Temple Meads train. This probably
would be faster and certainly less stressful than trying to battle one's way down the A38
into Bristol. Something for the future!
What we must absolutely insist is that the old right of way along this Yate-Thornbury
railway should be kept as such. It must not be sold off to 'Sainsco' for a pittance nor should
the line be severed by some housing estate.
13) Locking
In the last newsletter, we discussed two potential station sites at Weston super Mare Uphill & Bleadon and Uphill Junction. However there is a massive new residential and
business development taking place on the former Weston Airport: Winterstoke Village.
This lies next to the main (avoiding) line going south to Taunton.

A station somewhere along that
line, next to the development,
could be really useful for people
wishing to commute north towards
Bristol or south towards Taunton

The photo was taken from the
Winterstoke Road overbridge,
looking north east - showing the
development area.
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Ashley Hill Railway Station
This was written by Lionel White, a long standing FOSBR Member, and originally appeared
in the August 2016 newsletter of the Bishopston Society

The original Ashley Hill Station was opened on the 13th August 1864 on the single, broad
gauge, line from Temple Meads to New Passage - operated by the Bristol and South Wales
Union Railway.
From New Passage passengers would transfer to a ferry to cross the Severn to Portskewett
where a railway line then connected to the South Wales Railway.
Because of the tides and weather the ferry was not always reliable and the New Passage
Hotel was erected to give shelter to the passengers whilst they awaited the ferry. Some of
our older readers may remember this establishment in the 1960s and 1970s when it was a
popular pub with a large extension used for events. The ferry was discontinued following
the opening of the Severn Tunnel in 1886.
From the beginning, the locomotives and rolling stock were provided and operated by the
GWR who took over the line and the stations in 1868. Ashley Hill station was provided

Re-built
station after
four tracking
(Photo by Paul
Townsend)
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with a second platform when the track was doubled in 1885. There was a signal box to the
north end of the station but this was replaced by a larger 33 lever signal box which opened
in July 1925; this was followed by the opening of a goods yard with 6 sidings in August
1925. The line on Filton Bank was quadrupled in 1933 to cope with the extra traffic and
the station was rebuilt with 4 platforms and opened on 30 April 1933.
The station was closed to passenger traffic on the 23rd November 1964 and to freight
traffic on the 1st November 1966. The four track line was reduced to two tracks in
February 1984 as the two tracks now provided the capacity that was required at that time.
The remains of one platform are still visible and the building that used to be the Station
Hotel is still present but now used for residential accommodation.
The station was closed to passenger traffic on the 23rd November 1964 and to freight
traffic on the 1st November 1966. The four track line was reduced to two tracks in
February 1984 as the two tracks now provided the capacity that was required at that time.
The remains of one platform are still visible and the building that used to be the Station
Hotel is still present but now used for residential accommodation.
It was proposed to re-open the station as Ashley Down in 2001 to provide a thirty minute
service for the Bristol Supertram. Unfortunately this project never came to fruition and
was abandoned in 2004. Following vigorous campaigning by various groups and
individuals, Ashley Hill Station is planned to re-open under Phase 2 of the MetroWest
scheme between 2019 and 2023. The station is well situated to serve the Gloucestershire
County Cricket ground, the City of Bristol College and the Ashley Down residential area.
Ashley Hill station is about to awaken to a further period of valuable use for the benefit
of the local community.

*********************************************************************
Bristol East Junction Remodelling
Not exactly the most glamorous location on our rail system but the Bristol East layout is
extremely important for our local rail services.

Aerial shot of Bristol East Junction
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As its name suggests, it is the complex of railway lines to the east of Temple Meads station.
This end of the station has eight platform tracks, two through lines and three sidings; at
the far end of the junction the routes become two tracks towards Bath (the Great Western
Main Line) and four tracks towards Bristol Parkway. There was a third route, the Midland
Railway line to Gloucester, but this now only gives access to Barton Hill Traction and
Rolling Stock Depot.
The Network Rail scope of works is as follows:
 Remodel and rationalise within the existing geographical constraints
 Recovery 57 point ends and replacing with 47 including Kingsland Road sidings
 Replace the Bristol East Signal Gantry for electrical clearances
 Junction lighting
 Waterproof Avon Street bridge and replace decking
 Install all overhead electrification (OLE) structures conventionally across the junction
NR goes on to say: Provides operational flexibility (all lines can reach all platforms),
increased line speed on the East side of the Gantry, capacity requirements for the 2018
Intercity Express Programme (IEP) timetable and all capacity requirements up to year 2043.
Remodelling of the junction also provides the capacity and flexibility to incorporate the
MetroWest timetable; it is vital for MetroWest Phase 2 and desirable for Phase 1.
There has not been any funding for this capacity improvement. However the National
Audit Office’s recent report on electrification suggests that Bristol East Junction could
usefully be funded and put in place now before the delayed electrification works resume.
The Mayor, Marvin Rees, has written to the DfT to ask for Bristol East Junction as
compensation for the delay in electrification; apparently the Department for Transport
(DfT) are offering £10m from the savings of electrification for the development study for
Bristol East Junction, but are not (at present) offering to pay for the engineering works
themselves. The Mayor has said that he would welcome FOSBR support for this campaign.
It is likely that FOSBR and other rail campaign groups will be asking DfT for FULL funding
for these vital improvement works.

************************************************************
The end of an eyesore?
Those of you who have come into Temple Meads, particularly to platforms 13/15, will no
doubt have seen this derelict building - which would not have looked out of place in Beirut
during the 1980s. This is the former Royal Mail sorting office which has been left empty
since the Royal Mail left the site and moved to Filton in 1997.
The huge building fell into disrepair, attracting squatters and vandals. Various plans came
and went and for years it stood empty until Bristol City Council, under former Mayor
George Ferguson, bought the site for £6million, using a £5.4 million grant from the
Government.
Now, some breaking news: Bristol University announced in December that it will take over
this derelict building, demolish it and build a new £300M campus - to be called the 'Temple
Quarter Campus'. The new campus will have a Digital Innovation Hub, a new business
12

school and a student residential village. It is hoped that the new campus will open in time
for the 2021/22 academic year - with courses for over 5,000 students. The University has
the finances and a proven record of getting things done - so we can be fairly confident that
this new campus site WILL happen.
Photo by Geof
Sheppard
March 2015

A new 12,000 capacity arena is planned for the former diesel depot site close to the
station. This, coupled with the proposed new campus site, should transform the Temple
Meads East area which has lain derelict for decades. It will also link in with the proposed
Bristol Temple Quarter Enterprise Zone which we discussed in Newsletter no. 91 (May
2016). Remember this is all next to Temple Meads station - so just next to our most rail
hub. This might also act as a spur to the redevelopment of Temple Meads station - part of
this plan is to open up Temple Meads East through a public street (Station Street) between
the station and land to its East, including the former sorting office on Cattle Market Road.

Fancy a pub crawl by train?
This is the catchy title of an article in 'Pints West', the local magazine of CAMRA, the
Campaign for Real Ale. CAMRA (Bristol Pubs Group) is a FOSBR member and, in the
Autumn 2016 edition, Vince Murray (Public Transport Officer, Bristol & District CAMRA)
states: 'Although Bristol does not have the greatest suburban railway network (thanks to
Dr Beeching in the 1960s) it is quite possible to put together a very good pub crawl, using
the Temple Meads to Severn Beach line'. He then suggests an itinerary for a Saturday
afternoon crawl to various real ale pubs:
12.03 from Temple Meads to Shirehampton (12.25); then 200 yards to The Lamplighters (a
favourite of FOSBR that, after 5 years closure, re-opened in 2015).
13.19 from Shirehampton to Clifton Down (13.28); then to the Penny at the corner of
Whiteladies Road and Cotham Hill. 50 metres further along the street there is the
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Brewhouse & Kitchen. Then walk along Hampton Park to Chandos Road to find a newly
opened micropub Chums. From there take any road to the right - down to Kensington
Road, turn left and follow this to Redland Station.
Continue walking down South Road and Zetland Road to Cheltenham Road to find the
Prince of Wales. Then walk to Montpelier Station, catch the 16.32 or 17.36 to Stapleton
Road (4 minutes travel) and next to the station is the Sugar Loaf. Also in this area is the
Greenbank in Bellevue Road and the Chelsea Inn in Chelsea Road. Then back to Stapleton
Road to catch the 17.40 or 18.25 to Lawrence Hill.
Climb up the steps to the A420 and 300 metres away is the
Old Stillage. 300 m further along is St Georges Hall (a
Wetherspoon pub) and nearby is the Red Lion on Lyppiatt
Road. You have probably had more than enough by then - so
make your way back to home either via the train to Temple
Meads or by bus. Some of the pubs are the same as in our
FOSBEER leaflet - but this article gives a few more to try out.
By the way..... The Everyman cinema in Clifton re-opened in the summer after 15 years of
closure. The cinema is less than 10 minutes walk from Clifton Down station and many of
the movie times fit nicely with train arrivals (and departures). The Everyman has 3 screens
with sofas for viewing comfort.

************************************************************
Walks from Bristol Stations in 2017
These walks are organised by Bristol Ramblers; they are open to non members for the first
two walks - after that we urge you to join. Strong walking shoes or boots are essential and
it is advisable to bring a snack and a drink.
Wed
South Bristol Parks, 5.5 miles (9 km).
08 Feb 2017 Meet in front of Temple Meads station (ST 596 723) @ 10 a.m.
Led by Reg Lonergan (01275 849 973).
Map: Exp 155. Lunch options at end of walk.
Wed
Around Taunton, (5 miles (8 km).
01 Mar 2017 09.44 train from Temple Meads, meeting at Taunton station (ST 226 254)
@ about 10.15 am. Walk starts on train arrival at Taunton.
Led by Peter Gould (petergould18@aol.com).
Pub/ café lunch. (Check rail websites for return trains)
Wed
Sea Mills to Clifton Down, 5 miles (8 km).
19 April 2017 Meet at Sea Mills station (ST 550 758) @ about 10.22 - awaiting arrival of
10.03 train from Temple Meads
Led by Peter Gould (petergould18@aol.com)
Map: Exp 154. Pub and café options at end of walk
Wed
Lawrence Hill station to Temple Meads station - through St Annes Woods,
22 Apr 2017 Nightingale Valley and Arnos Vale, 6 miles (10 km)
Meet at Lawrence Hill station ( ST 609 734) @ 09.45
Led by Peter & Julie (07791 867 512)
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Keith Wiltshire
We are sad to announce the death of Keith Wiltshire on 3rd January 2017. He had been a
member of FOSBR for many years. Julie Boston remembers this about Keith:
'Keith and his wife moved to Sea Mills in the 19902, possibly because of the train service.
He was a retired teacher, cyclist, Green Party member and strong opponent of the Iraq
war. He wrote a beautiful poem in 2003 comparing the beauty of the flowers in his garden
as the B52s flew over. My eternal gratitude to Keith was his support for investment in
public transport. I was at a meeting with a group of “transport” representatives when I
quoted the annual cost of road based transport to the local economy in about 2004. A
councillor said that was a ridiculous exaggeration. Keith replied by listing the cost of road
deaths, reduction of air quality, etc. So instead of looking like an Odd Ball, I was not alone.
Keith used the Letters Column of the Bristol / Evening Post to argue the case for rail'.
We send our condolences to his wife Pauline, daughter Grace and family.

Pilning Station - a further update
In the last newsletter we
told you about the
struggle to retain a
footbridge at Pilning
Station. The last thing
we reported was an
Appeal to the Secretary
of State, Chris Grayling arguing strongly for the
replacement
of
the
footbridge or for a
formal station closure
procedure to be carried
out. Nothing came of
this.
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As you can see, the footbridge was removed (on Saturday night 5th November - Guy
Fawkes night). What had happened was that, some two weeks earlier, contractors had
replaced the rivets that were holding the bridge superstructure on to the bridge supports
with bolts. So when the time came, the crane held the bridge up, the bolts were removed
and the bridge swung off the supports and away. It was obviously a well executed plan for
next day there was absolutely no sign of the footbridge. So despite all the campaigning,
the footbridge has gone. We still think it is a mistake and that a fully operational Pilning
Station will be needed in the near future - to serve the growing industrial areas nearby.

The 1521 Bristol TM-Cardiff
Central GW Service departs
from Platform 2 Pilning on
29 Oct 2016 - the last to
call prior to Closure.
This sad and lonely photo
was taken on a grey
overcast afternoon by
Richard Giles (FoSBRite)

In response to a Freedom of Information Act request to Network Rail, they have
subsequently admitted that that they will save £658,000 by not replacing the footbridge.
They also stated that to replace it at a later date would require the applicant to follow
Network Rail's project management ("GRIP") process:
"In order to assess the costs of installing a new bridge at Pilning Station, a full station
survey would need to be carried out to assess the volume of works required. We have
considered other stations/footbridges within the Greater West Programme and would
estimate this to be in the region of £3-5m, depending on the alterations to platforms and
any other works that would be required at the station (i.e. lighting/fencing)".
A new bridge (like for like) is estimated to cost £1,064,000 and equalities compliant bridge
"in the region of £2m". In other words Network Rail have saved £0.6 million and would
charge others (i.e. local taxpayers) between £5 and £7 million to replace the bridge they
removed. This really illustrates the foolishness of the local authorities' passive acceptance
of Network Rail's action. However we have not given up because:
 We have included the case for Pilning in Joint Spatial Plan consultation response.
 We have reported Network Rail's Freedom of Information response to the media and
the local authorities
 A request has been put in to the Cross Country timetable consultation, for the 07:00
Cardiff to Manchester train to call at Pilning at 07:32.
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 We are also considering to request GWR, as part of its franchise renewal, to stop the
Cardiff to Portsmouth train at Pilning at 07:52, and to request for lighting to be provided
so as to enable further improvements.
Fresh off the press: Wonders will never cease! Jack Lopresti (MP for Filton & Bradley
Stoke) has got an undertaking from the Minister for Rail that he will provide funds for
Pilning footbridge once there is more industrial development. Jack is asking for it in
writing. We have also asked in writing that Network Rail will not insist on their GRIP
(project management) process being followed for this to be done. We do not want to
receive the funds for the works only to have to pay for a further (unnecessary) study.

############################################################
Goodbye and good luck to Keira!
On 25 November 2016 FOSBR and friends organised a gathering to say “Goodbye and
Good Luck to Keira at Redland Station.

For the past 2½ years Keira has sold coffee and snacks from her Coffee Trike and created a
semi-staffed station from 08.30 to 12.30 on weekdays. Keira crafted the magnificent
Coffee Trike herself and it has served her well. GWR and Severnside Community Rail
Partnership (SCRP) combined to help Keira take this pitch.
The local community have appreciated Keira’s friendly manner and delicious treats over
the years and many of them turned out to say farewell. Keith Walton (SCRP) gave a lovely
speech, thanking Keira for all her efforts at the station. Also present was Alison Bromilow
from the Redland & Cotham Amenity Society, a local film maker (Diana Abbott), a local
performance poet (David Johnson), Tina Biggs (our Secretary) with some superb cinnamon
buns and Julie Boston who helped organise the event. Keira’s parents made up the band
which was wonderful and Teresa (another FoSBRite) was so impressed that she checked
them out for another event.
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Keira says that she has friends who would love the chance to do this sort of job. If a
“Friends of Redland Station” group emerges, they might seek to offer other vendors a
chance. (Ed: this group is likely to be organised by Redland & Cotham Amenity Society).
Many thanks to Keira’s family and friends for providing the music and thanks also to Diana
Taylor for shooting this short video of the event, which you can see on:
https://vimeo.com/194281972. Keira is planning to move to Spain this year. We wish her
all the best.

************************************************************
Up, up and away
Bristol airport is expanding fast. In 2015 it
was the ninth most busy airport in the UK
with 6.7M passengers passing through it,
increasing to 7M in 2016. There are plans
afoot to cater for some 10M in the near
future.
You can fly to some 100+
destinations from Bristol with about 18
different airlines, including EasyJet, Ryanair,
Thomson Airways, Thomas Cook airlines,
and KLM. There will also be a 201 room
hotel built on site.
So, depending on your environmental perspective, it can be considered a success. But the
only problem is .... how are all these passengers plus all the airport staff going to get to
the airport?
An article (on 13th December in the Independent) about access to airports states: "Away
from the capital, some of the busiest airports in Britain performed relatively poorly. Bristol
was placed 12th; it is the only one of the 10 busiest airports in the UK with neither a rail link
nor dual-carriageway access." It quoted Robert Sinclair (CEO Bristol airport) "The size and
scale of Bristol is becoming more recognised nationally. We can’t continue that level of
growth without appropriate surface access.”
Most people go to the airport by private car - as evidenced by aerial shots of the airport
showing seas of parked vehicles to the north and south of the airport buildings and
runway. But more is to come ..... In June 2016, the airport applied to N. Somerset Council
for planning permission to bring forward work to expand one of its car parks; this was
quickly approved in September. The Silver Zone car park will be extended by 7.8 hectares
to accommodate 3,650 new long stay parking places. Also there are plans to upgrade the
A38 road to accommodate even more traffic.
Having said this, the Council does want to crack down on unauthorised parking close to the
airport. In November 2016, it proposed making an order which would remove automatic
‘permitted development’ rights for storing, parking, cleaning, maintaining or repairing any
motor vehicle within a certain area around the airport terminal near Wrington. These
plans were put up for consultation (ending 30 November 2016). However the Council has
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had to scrap this decision, at least temporarily, because a 'number of issues' had arisen
during the consultation.
Buses also convey many people to the airport. For instance
 Airport Flyer Express - from Bristol to Bristol airport. Adult return £11. Journey time
approx 30 minutes and frequent service between 0230 and 0045.
 'AirDecker', Bath Bus Company (A4 service) - from Bath to Bristol airport. It runs every
30 minutes throughout the day time, and every hour before 07:00hrs and after 19:00hr
Journey time approx. 70 minutes. Adult return £20
 Falcon (Stagecoach) - from Plymouth via various towns in Devon & Somerset to Bristol,
calling at Bristol airport. For Plymouth to Bristol, every 1 or 1½ hourly to journey time
between 01.15 and 23.30. Adult return £25.
 A2 Service (First) from Weston super Mare to Bristol airport. Approximately every hour
from 07.15 to 18.50 Mon-Sat (no Sunday service). Takes about 1 hour . Adult single £5.
 National Express coaches operate throughout the South West and South Wales to
Bristol Bus Station where you can connect to the Bristol Airport Flyer.
#

A recent report (in support of a Major Scheme Development Funding Application for the
Bristol South West Economic Link by the West of England LEP to the DfT), discusses,
amongst other things, options for improving public transport access to the airport.
 The nearest railway line (Temple Meads to Taunton & the South West) is
approximately 5 km (as the crow flies) from the airport - with no direct connection at
present. Because of the climb needed from the level of the railway to that of the
airport, it would be very difficult to put in a heavy rail connection to the airport
(besides, of course, the cost).
 So railway access at present is limited to bus-rail interchanges. The most direct one is
the Airport Flyer from Bristol which actually calls at Temple Meads en route to the
airport. The A2 service from Weston also starts fairly close to the station (5 minutes
walking distance). [The Airdecker from Bath starts virtually at Bath station and so
provides a direct service from the London to Bath line].
 Provision of bus links from other stations (such as Nailsea & Backwell or Yatton) is not
considered practical - such services would take longer than from Temple Meads and
only have a choice of relatively unsuitable roads to use.
 They consider that there could be a place for direct light rail or tram-train route from
Yatton station. Other possibilities might not need a whole new route but could partly
follow an existing route such as the A38. So other options could be light rail connected
to a rail link near Long Ashton, then perhaps alongside the A38 to the airport - or even
using a light rail route following the Ashton Vale to Temple Meads (AVTM) and South
Bristol Link Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) routes.
 Another option could be to extend the Metrobus to the airport.
Thus there are serious concerns that, over time, routes to the airport will become too
congested if nothing is done soon to improve transport links. Really the only way to
reduce congestion is to make public transport more attractive - and at the same time
reduce the incentive to drive and park (by not forever increasing car park provision). It is
interesting to hear that light rail is being considered - but the cost is high and, with our
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region's dismal history of getting a tram system up and running, it does seem unlikely to
happen. More probable is that bus provision will be improved, with possibly the Metrobus
being extended to the airport.
#

'West of England Joint Transport Study: Emerging Transport Vision', November 2016
(http://www.westofenglandlep.co.uk/assets/files/Place/Bristol%20South%20West%20Economic%
20Link%20Option%20Development%20Report.pdf)

FOSBR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
When: Friday 20th January 2017
Time: From 19.15 to 21.15
Where: Alma Church Hall, 29 Alma Road, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 2ES
Refreshments: Hot and cold drinks with snacks will be provided
Directions: The venue (Alma Church Hall) is c. 5 minutes walk from Clifton Down station.
Suitable trains to get to meeting: leave Temple Meads at 18.47, arriving Clifton Down at
19.10 and leave Avonmouth at 18.55, arriving Clifton Down at 19.02
Suitable trains after the meeting: leave Clifton Down at 21.51, arriving Temple Meads at
22.07 and leave Clifton Down at 21.52, arriving Avonmouth at 22.06
A selection of speakers, including Mark Bradshaw, Bristol City Cabinet Member for
Transport, will update us on the latest developments for MetroWest, the impact of the
devolution deal, the Joint Spatial Plan and the delay in electrification. We will also be
presenting our ideas for the future for MetroWest Phase 3 and some short-term goals for
2017. We particularly will welcome updates from station re-opening campaigns (such as
Charfield, Saltford, St Anne's and Ashton Gate) and news from other railway campaigning
groups across the West of England.
Please note:
 If you wish to be nominated for any of the six Committee posts (Chair, Secretary,
Membership Secretary, Treasurer, Campaigns Organiser and Press Officer), please give
your nominations to Julie when you arrive.
 We will be pleased to collect membership renewals at the AGM. Individual membership
is £8 (or £4 for concessions)
Our next newsletter will be in Spring 2017. If you have anything for the next newsletter
(comments, photos, whinges, praise, anecdotes, poems, etc.), please send them in to us.

Contact us:
General enquiries: general@fosbr.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FOSBR
Membership: membership@fosbr.org.uk
Twitter: www.twitter.com/FOSBR
Newsletter: newsletter@fosbr.org.uk
Website: www.fosbr.org.uk
Campaigning: campaigns@fosbr.org.uk
or write to FoSBR, c/o 29 Brighton Road, Redland, Bristol, BS6 6NU
 FOSBR, printed by Sprinters
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