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Highlighting  Pilning’s “ghost” train service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 21st March Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways (FOSBR) invited local rail 
users to join them in riding a “parliamentary service” from Pilning railway station.  A 
“parliamentary train” is a token service, run to avoid the cost of formal closure of a railway 
station.  In the case of Pilning, this ghost service is provided by two trains on a Saturday, 
the 08:32 to Bristol Temple Meads and the 15:41 to Newport. 

15 FOSBR members & friends took a roundabout route to Pilning, riding the “Beach Line” 
to Severn Beach and walking across fields and lanes to lunch at The Plough in Pilning.  
FOSBR then caught the westbound “parliamentary train” under the River Severn to 
Newport.  In Newport the disabled lift was out of action so station staff helpfully re-
platformed the next train to allow our colleague David to board the eastbound Bristol train 
in his wheelchair. This train provided a fleeting glimpse of Pilning station sleeping 
peacefully for another week. 
 
Pilning is only 2 miles from Severn Beach, Severn Beach station being convenient for a 
large number of local residents.  Until 1964 the railway from Severn Beach continued north 
to Redwick Halt to loop around to join the South Wales Main Line via Pilning Low Level 
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station.  Pilning station has massive potential for passengers in view of planned 
commercial developments nearby at West Gate, Western Approach and Central Park - 
covering many of the fields across which we walked.  These new premises could employ 
10,000+ workers in the area. 
 
Due to its poor service frequency, Pilning station saw only 88 passengers in the year to 
March 2014.  Tina Biggs of FOSBR said “We are pleased that our ‘Mad as a March Hare’ rail 
jaunt has raised passenger numbers by 15 for the total to end-March 2015.”  This event 
was part of a series of “Celebrate Public Transport” events for Bristol Green Capital 2015.  
Thanks are due to First Great Western for subsidising the cost of the tickets.  
https://www.bristol2015.co.uk/events/fosbr-mad-as-a-march-hare-pilning-rail-jaunt/ 
 
 
 

News in Brief                                                                                  (Rob Dixon) 
 
Cuts ahead for Network Rail? 
Private Eye reports that “Network Rail, a government body since September, needs to 
dump what it describes as rail ‘projects’ for financial reasons but – conveniently for 
Tory election managers – it hasn’t disclosed which ones.  NR’s spending is outstripping 
what was agreed last spring for its current five-year plan, partly because NR works 
cause too many delays and it thus has to pay compensation to train firms.”  Apparently 
cuts - “those items/projects that would be stopped or refused in order to live within 
the capital constraints” – were due to be discussed at Network Rail's board meeting in 
January but this was postponed until March, together with the new business plan.  
Board members were warned of “difficult choices”.  The minutes will emerge after the 
election... 
 
FOSBR will be pressing to ensure that MetroWest doesn't fall a victim of future cuts to 
Network Rail's (or anyone else's) budget.  We all know that local schemes have less 
priority than national ones.  
 
New stations latest 
Network Rail's initial study of Henbury, North Filton, Ashley Hill and Constable Road 
(Horfield/Lockleaze) has indicated that all sites are technically feasible.  It appears 
that £5 million of local funding is allocated over the next four years, plus the same in 
match funding.  Although it seemed to be earmarked for Ashley Hill in the BCC 2015-6 
budget, we have been assured this was just a placeholder for future funding for Filton 
Bank stations.  
 
Fund for station development 
The government has announced a £60 million fund to facilitate development at 
stations.  This appears to apply to schemes at existing stations that will improve 
facilities and increase revenue.  We are trying to clarify the rules of the scheme and 
whether there are schemes locally that could benefit from it. 

https://www.bristol2015.co.uk/events/fosbr-mad-as-a-march-hare-pilning-rail-jaunt/
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Henbury Loop – are Network Rail and Councils jeopardising the line?  
Network Rail are selling the freehold to St. Andrews Road signal box to the Port of 
Bristol.  This effectively means that the railway around the box will become privately 
owned and controlled, including the Severn Beach line and Henbury Loop.  At the same 
time, Bristol City Council nearly sold their remaining stake in the port before the 
decision was called in by six councillors.  The decision will now be referred to Full 
Council.  
 
FOSBR fear that the sale of the city's stake in the port would mean that the council 
would no longer have any say over port policy and the port's attitude towards the 
railway.  The port have previously been quoted as saying they are “hostile” to the 
Henbury Loop due to the impact this would have on access via St Andrews Road level 
crossing.  While FOSBR wants to see the port continue to flourish and supports 
improved access to the port, this must not be at the expense of the expansion of rail 
passenger services.  We believe that a compromise can and must be found.  We would 
like to see the replacement of this level crossing as part of MetroWest phase two. 
 
FOSBR notes the council's concern that they would have to fund the costs of any 
infrastructure secured by any new agreement.  However we believe that there is a very 
good case for funding this from central government or Network Rail. 
 
At present Network Rail are carrying out a study of one option – to put the railway in a 
cutting in order to replace the level crossing with a bridge.  However, there are other 
entry points to the port that could potentially be used instead.  We are concerned that 
Network Rail are only considering this one potentially risky and problematic option 
and believe that a range of options should be explored in a a wider study.  As the study 
is being carried out by Network Rail on behalf of the port there is no public oversight 
and we cannot be sure of its independence, nor (cynically?!) that this isn't a way of 
cancelling or delaying the scheme.  
 
FOSBR considers that the council's sale of the Port freehold should only go ahead if a 
full range of options for improving road access to the Port is allowed in the terms of 
the sale, including assurances fully enabling the future development of the full 
Henbury Loop (not Spur), such as double-tracking and an enhanced frequency of 
passenger service.  We are pressing both Network Rail and Bristol City Council to 
ensure that no deals are made until this has been done.  While we are keen to make 
sure that the port continue to have adequate access, we want to make sure that 
Network Rail, the port and the council don't do this at the expense of rail services and 
sell passengers down the river. 
 
Temple Gate Consultation Revisited? (we hope so!) 
Background - the Consultation  
At the start of 2015 Bristol City Council consulted on proposals for Temple Quarter.  
Together with other campaigners and interested parties FOSBR responded, expressing 
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concern at the poverty of thinking.  The proposals consisted of little more than the 
removal of the current roundabout, building on part of it, and the creation of a small 
open space.  It does nothing for public transport provision. In fact by reducing the 
width of the road (and not removing the bus stops in front of the original station) it 
will increase congestion and reduce the reliability of bus services.  At the same time, 
rather than create a bus-rail interchange next to the station - "Plot six" - this is 
proposed to be reserved for retail premises.  
 
The council's idea of an 'interchange' is two bus stops on the Station Approach, three 
on Bath Road (not signposted from the station and which negatively impact on traffic 
flow) and a new stop on Temple Way for Bus Rapid Transit (MetroBus) - a distance of 
some 400 metres from the station entrance.  Council officers told campaigners that 
there was "no need" for anything better than what we've already got.  We do not find 
this reassuring, and have responded to the consultation accordingly.  
 
Would they do this in Manchester or Nottingham? - I think we know the answer... 
A 'Refresh'? 
An un-named source tells us that the council have realised how inadequate their plans 
are and now are calling them a 'draft'.  We hope this is true as they certainly need to be 
'refreshed'.  We trust they now understand from campaigners, transport operators and 
businesses how things could be and will amend their plans accordingly.  We dearly 
hope we can look forward to improved proposals and a further consultation. 
 
For more details of the consultation (now closed) see: 
http://www.bristoltemplequarter.com/assets/pdf/Consultation_Version_January_2015.pdf  

 
New Direct Award for First Great Western  
The Department for Transport announced recently that they have awarded a 5 year 
direct award to FGW to provide west country rail services. While FOSBR sees the 
franchise system as poor value for money and leaving the majority of risk with 
government, there are some very positive aspects to this deal.  
 
The headlines have focused on the new Hitachi Intercity trains to London, which will 
be introduced from December 2017.  Together with electrification this will see an 
extra 45 trains from Bristol to London each day on bigger trains, with a reduction in 
journey times to/from Bristol of up to 17 minutes.  However there will be other 
significant capacity improvements.  
 
 As well as the introduction of the DfT's Hitachi Intercity Express trains, local 

services will receive more modern trains currently used on suburban London lines.  
Three car trains will be introduced on local services.  FGW reports that this will 
mean an increase of 52% in capacity on suburban Bristol services.  Five car trains 
will form most of the Cardiff-Portsmouth trains as from May 2017.  
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 First Great Western is also negotiating with the government  with a view to FGW 
funding purchase of seven nine-car and 22 five-car Hitachi AT300 trains to replace 
ageing Intercity trains to Devon and Cornwall.  There will be a half hourly service 
from London to Devon and Cornwall.  

 
 First Group has also agreed to invest £30 million on station improvements 

(including car parking, information and CCTV), together with a £3.5 million fund 
for station development and £2.5 million for station accessibility.  This is in 
addition to investment by Network Rail, councils and others. 

 
 According to DfT, “timetable improvements” and “additional services” are 

promised from May and December 2018 to Cardiff, on the Severn Beach Line, to 
Weymouth/ Great Malvern and south from Westbury – but what these will be is 
unclear as yet.  There will be four trains to London from Temple Meads off-peak 
and five at peak times, of which two/three will be via Bristol Parkway.  We will ask 
for more detail about this. 

 
 Free WiFi will be extended to all train fleets, with it installed in the Bristol area 

fleet by December 2018.  Smart ticketing will be piloted, including on the Severn 
Beach line.  We are not yet clear what this entails – downloading and printing e-
tickets, smart phone tickets, bus-rail integrated ticketing, etc. 

 
 DfT (1) state that benefits will include CCTV and expanded cycle parking provision 

on the Severn Beach line and the line to Weymouth.  Cycle parking provision and 
improved customer information systems are promised for the line to Great 
Malvern. First (2) note that there will be new ticket vending machines and CCTV at 
Keynsham and Oldfield Park stations.  There will be “New targets on punctuality, 
satisfaction and cleanliness” 

 
First Great Western have a duty to work more closely with Community Rail 
Partnerships.  They are also expected to work with councils to develop a new hourly 
service to Weymouth.  FGW say they will continue to work closely with the West of 
England Partnership and others to develop the MetroWest proposals, the first phase of 
which is due to be delivered in May 2019.  
 
We are only just starting to plough through the DfT documents and to consider 
whether there are things we need to push for or celebrate.  We'll keep you posted...  
See the following for details of improvements on specific lines and stations 
 
(1)http://maps.dft.gov.uk/first-great-western/index.html 
(2)https://content.firstgreatwestern.co.uk/greater-
west/?utm_source=BAGWDM&utm_medium=DM&utm_campaign=BAGWcrm  
 
 
 

http://maps.dft.gov.uk/first-great-western/index.html
https://content.firstgreatwestern.co.uk/greater-west/?utm_source=BAGWDM&utm_medium=DM&utm_campaign=BAGWcrm
https://content.firstgreatwestern.co.uk/greater-west/?utm_source=BAGWDM&utm_medium=DM&utm_campaign=BAGWcrm
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Station Murals on the Severn Beach Line   
 
Stapleton Road has the iconic mural depicting community life in Easton, 
originally painted in 1999 by local Bristol artist, Bill Guilding.  Over the years it 
has weathered and so last summer it was temporarily removed for restoration 
by the original artist.  It was replaced this March and can now be once again 
appreciated by all those who pass through this busy station. 

 

Montpelier is graffiti central on the Severn Beach line and recently has been 
looking pretty tacky.  However FGW has paid for the graffiti artist Wei Ong, aka 
'Silent Hobo' www.silenthobo.co.uk, to update his original mural.  The old one 
was  sandblasted off the wall and the new version is now completed.    

Because the mural covers three walls, it is not possible to show the completed 
works in this newsletter.  Instead, here is the black and white outline design for 
the piece.  However, to see it in all its technicolour glory, you will have to go 
along to  Montpelier station!      

      

 

 

Cllr Mark Bradshaw  

(left) with Bill Guilding 

(centre) and Keith 

Walton of  Severnside 

Community Rail 

Partnership of SCRP 

(right) - at the station in 

March 2015 to mark the 

return of the mural. 
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'The Ghan'                                                                                            (Tom Pyne) 
 

This January, while Bristol wrapped up against the cold and grey, I sweltered in the tropical 
wet season of Darwin in Northern Territory, Australia.  For the comparatively few who visit 
this remote, small, northern state capital, with the feel of a frontier town, the usual way 
out is by plane to the more familiar cities of the south.  But, for the train enthusiast, 
Darwin assumes an importance beyond its size -  as the terminal of 'the Ghan'. 
 
Now, with an assured place as one of the great railway journeys of the world, the first train 
on this extraordinary line left Adelaide in August, 1929, taking supplies and over 100 
passengers north to Alice Springs in the centre of the vast continent.  Steam hauled, of 
course, trains on this original line ran on a narrow gauge and to a route to the east of 
today's.  The line was subject to intense heat, bush fire and flash floods on this parched 
earth, as well as termite damage.  The service was notoriously irregular as a result.  As 
legend has it, on one occasion when it was stranded for 2 weeks, the driver ended up 
shooting wild goats to feed the passengers.   
 
Whilst all agree the name is short for 'The Afghan Express' after the Afghan (actually 
Pakistani) cameleers who first blazed a permanent trail into the outback, some claim it is 
an ironic reference to this period of unreliable train travel.  The original line was 
abandoned in 1980 in favour of a standard gauge route further to the west (less liable to 
flooding) with termite-proof, concrete sleepers.  Though always intended for Darwin, the 
link from Alice Springs was only completed as recently as 2004.  The line now runs for 
2,979 kilometres.  Like nearly all railway network infrastructure in Australia it is sate owned 
and therefore subject to government strategic control. 
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Throughout much of the year the Ghan runs weekly, leaving Darwin at 10.00 am on 
Wednesday morning.  With an airport style check in an hour before, staff were helpful and 
my rucksack was whisked safely away for the duration of the journey.  Even my bog 
standard, 'red class' reclining seat was comfortable and spacious with generous leg room.  
The air conditioning was gentle and not aggressive as can be the case.  Catering was 
available throughout the journey in the next carriage and was perfectly adequate, if not 
exciting (no wild goat!), and reasonably priced.  Mixing with fellow travellers was easy and 
stops provided the opportunity for off-train stimulation in Katherine and Alice Springs.  
These were particularly interesting for insights into aboriginal cultures and communities.  
But, of course, it was the views, the huge skies, spectacular sunrises and sets, and the 
stunning landscapes of the vast interior that provide the unique lure of the journey.  Being 
over 700m long the train takes a long time to attain a comfortable and unhurried pace 
through the endless landscape. I found my body replicated this rhythm and my senses 
became attuned to subtle and gradual changes in terrain, earth colour and vegetation.  The 
occasional wallaby and kangaroo came as a startling shock! 
 
 

 
 

 
FOSBR 2015 Membership Subscriptions  
Thanks to all of you who have renewed your membership for this year.  Your 
subscriptions and donations are much appreciated and are vital for our campaign to 
improve local rail services.  A 2015 membership card is enclosed. 
To those of you who have not yet renewed your membership, it is not too late and 
we would be very happy to receive your subscriptions.  In case you have lost the 
membership renewal form that was sent out in January, another one is enclosed 
with this newsletter.    
Best wishes          Tony Lloyd (FOSBR Membership Secretary) 

Yet for all the subtlety of the journey 
it lasted over two full days and 
nights and so, when I emerged into 
late Friday morning Adelaide, a 
whole continent lay behind me. The 
vegetation in Adelaide was lush, the 
contours gentle and the sunshine dry 
and Mediterranean - compared to 
the humid and tropical Darwin I 
started from.  I can think of no better 
way to experience this huge country 
than just crossing it on the Ghan.   
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FOSBR's response to the Network Rail Great Western Route Study  
 

In January we responded to Network Rail's draft Great Western Route study, which 
looked at the needs of the network for the years ahead.  In general we were pleased 
with its tone and much of the content.  It looked at the needs of the railway over the 
next 30 years and it gave reasons why services need to be increased and improved, 
going into detail about each route.  
 
 We were pleased that Network Rail included capacity, connections and journey 

times as priorities, including the provision of 'sufficient capacity for passengers 
travelling in and around Bristol in the peak'.  It was proposed that this would be met 
by increased capacity, including rolling stock, and more regular services. However 
we noted that the priorities did not include increased modal shift to rail nor having 
a positive impact on CO2 emissions. 

 

 We welcomed the proposal to increase local services to provide half hourly services 
at local stations, and additional services to London, Cardiff and elsewhere.  The 
growing demand for rail in the Bristol travel to work area and for journeys further 
afield was recognised.  However we observed that, in order to have a positive effect 
on modal shift, and with the potential for further increases in demand following 
MetroWest and other improvements (acknowledged by the study), there is and will 
be a need for a 'turn up and go' service of greater regularity than half hourly.  We 
noted the contrast between proposals for long-distance services every 15 minutes 
and local services that are half-hourly despite the likelihood that local rail services 
could be run more regularly than long distance ones with a more significant and 
positive effect on modal shift.  

 

 We made the point, yet again, that Network Rail's proposals are based on forecasts 
of demand that are not supported by campaigners nor by the facts.  Although they 
increased their forecast from 41% in the peaks and 37% off-peak (2009 to 2019) to 
54% between 2012 and 2023, this is still unrealistically low.  Looking at actual 
growth in passenger numbers between 2008/9 and 2013/14 it can be seen that 
growth has already matched or exceeded the earlier predictions at most stations.  

 

 We gave examples of this: 101% at Lawrence Hill, 51% at Stapleton Road, 40% at 
Montpelier, 8% at Redland, 102% at Clifton Down, 60% at Sea Mills, 50% at 
Shirehampton, 80% at Avonmouth, 273% at St Andrews, and 162% at Severn 
Beach; 41% at Bedminster, 120% at Parson Street, 11% at Nailsea and Backwell, 
23% at Yatton, 61% at Worle, 90% at Weston Milton and 10% at Weston-super-
Mare; 84% at Filton Abbeywood, 100% at Patchway, 37% at Yate; 39% at 
Keynsham; 38% at Oldfield Park.  

 

 The expectation by Network Rail that growth will suddenly dramatically decline 
after more than five years of considerable growth, much of this in a time of 
recession, seems highly unlikely in view of the latent demand likely to be stimulated 
by MetroWest.  
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 Network Rail identified improvements to rolling stock that were required.  These 
have recently been announced as part of the new direct franchise award.  These 
appeared to include providing three car trains on local services and five car trains to 
Cardiff.  We asked for clarity about this.  It would provide significant capacity 
improvements.  We also expressed the need for standardisation of rolling stock but 
with the ability for tram trains (or other vehicles) that enable rapid acceleration and 
braking between closely-sited stations to be deployed.  

 

 We stressed the importance of accessibility of stations and trains for people with 
mobility problems and for cyclists.  We noted the inadequacy of passenger facilities 
at local stations that have seen large increases in passenger numbers.  We urged 
that rail and bus services be better integrated by simple measures such as improved 
signage and timetables, at all not just major stations.  This is something else that 
FOSBR has started to work on. 

 

 We welcomed Network Rail's intention to increase capacity on Filton Bank and at 
Westerleigh and Bristol East junctions, but observed that double tracking of the 
Severn Beach Line and from Worle to Weston-super-Mare are required to ensure 
resilience of the existing service and future improvements.  

 

 We expressed concern that the study states that there will only be capacity between 
Bristol Parkway station and Westerleigh junction for one service in addition to the 
2019 baseline, and the effect that this may have on local services.  While the study 
notes that new infrastructure is needed no details are given other than to comment 
that it is unlikely to be cost effective.  We asked Network Rail to provide further 
details in the final report to enable effective funding decisions to be made.  We 
stated that we see junction upgrades as very important in enabling future growth 
and increased capacity and would support a significant national programme of such 
upgrades.  

 

 While we welcomed the proposed Bristol area resignalling we were and remain 
concerned that this excludes Clifton Down to Severn Beach and Henbury to 
Avonmouth.  (As noted elsewhere in this newsletter, FOSBR is currently working to 
ensure that the sale of the Port of Bristol and its control of adjacent rail lines does 
not negatively impact on passenger services). 

 

 We welcomed that Network Rail are reviewing electrification to consider whether 
additional routes may be included.  We expressed a desire for electrification of local 
services, including to the ports, and thought that this may be best achieved through 
a programme that also includes the main lines to Taunton and Birmingham.  

 
Overall there was much to praise but also issues of concern, particularly the risk to 
local services caused by the prioritisation of long-distance services and the continuing 
lack of track capacity.  We will continue to press for action to ensure there is capacity 
for improvement to all services in the years ahead. 

A copy of the full response is available on the FOSBR website 
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Proposed sale of land at Avonmouth docks                  (Julie Boston) 
 

 
  

On 2nd April 2015, the Call-in Subcommittee of the Bristol City Council Overview and 
Scrutiny Management Board – Councillors Negus, Hopkins and Pearce - successfully 
opposed the sale of the freehold of land at Avonmouth and Portbury Dock.  The 
councillors also defended the right of members of the public to stay and hear the 
debate despite efforts to throw us out.  At one point Mayor Ferguson asked the Chair to 
make the children – us – behave ! 
 
FOSBR secretary, Tina Biggs, has already raised the rail issue with decision makers – 
WEP and LEP - with the aim of protecting the rail track and track bed which must be 
preserved for the proposed rail passenger and freight services.  This is all part of 
Metrowest, the Henbury Loop line and the Severn Beach passenger lines.  
   
Bristol City Council still has a 12.5% share in Bristol Port Company, which generates a 
mere £1m - £2m for the city annually.  BCC officer, Robert Orrett, says we will retain 
this share and investment in the Port will increase its income.  The city council’s 
current annual budget is around £366m, so this revenue from the Bristol Port 
Company represents only a tiny proportion (about 0.3%) of Bristol City Council’s total 
income.  This is so insignificant as to represent a very poor deal for the citizens of 
Bristol,  who would lose for ever an increasingly valuable land asset should the 
freehold be sold. 
  
Some see the Port, owned by two people, as moribund and its expansion plans on hold.  
Moreover, a member of the public raised a question on the sale pointing out that 
Chinese buyers are interested in buying ports anywhere in Europe!  The 300 – 400 
acres of undeveloped land, if built on with houses, would in the end be worth hundreds 
of millions of pounds – even without the docks. BCC would then be in the ridiculous 
situation of giving planning permission to the owners.     

 
The docks cover 
some 2000 acres 
which represents 
about 20% of the 
landbank owned by 
Bristol City Council.  
 
The Council are 
proposing to sell the 
freehold to raise 
money. 
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How do you feel about the proposed sale of the Port of Bristol?  Do you agree with the 
Lib Dems and Labour councillors who successfully challenged the sale at a meeting in 
April?  Or do you restrict your concern to defending the railway track and land?   

Hopefully people will submit questions on this issue to BCC Democratic Services for 
Bristol City Council AGM on Tuesday 26 May-  which will be held at 2 pm in City Hall, 
College Green. 
 
******************************************************************************* 
 

Proposed Transatlantic Slave Trade Memorial at Severn Beach 

On 25th March, FOSBR amongst others  was invited to attend a tour of the possible site 
of  a memorial to the Slave Trade which is being considered at Severn Beach.  Two 
FOSBRites, Carol and Julie, attended and were pleased to meet the team behind the 
proposed landscaped sculptures.   

The design includes a processional walkway linking a steel column east of the railway 
line with the main memorial structures on the bank of the estuary.  This footpath 
would pass under the existing railway bridge - which would be clad in weathered steel.   

The memorial aims to promote remembrance of Bristol's involvement in the slave 
trade and is sited close to the Severn Beach railway line where the view looks out to 
the Bristol Channel.  FOSBR was included in the invitee list as the architects foresee 
that most visitors would travel by rail from Bristol.  

We understand that TSTM are liaising with Pilning and Severn Beach Parish Council 
and seeking the support of the local community.  

For more information:  http://tstmbristol.wix.com/tstm-bristol 

 

Paving over the tracks - you can't be serious!                            (Tony Lloyd) 

Anyone reading the papers on 3rd February this year could have been forgiven for thinking 
it must be April Fool's Day.  The headlines were alarming: 

The Times:  'Trains, Buses and Sardines: A plan to rip up our transport infrastructure should 
be applauded for its boldness' 

 The Telegraph: ' Rip up the busiest railways and replace them with bus lanes, says 
Thatcherite thinktank' 

The Guardian: 'Express busways: the ultimate rail replacement service'  

The Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA), a right wing thinktank that proposes free market 
solutions to every facet of life, had just published a report(1) on the railways which claimed 
that the £6bn annual subsidy given to the railway could be better spent elsewhere.  
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According to its calculations, as many people could be shifted via a fleet of coaches as by 
train, and concreting over train lines would allow cheaper, more flexible travel into major 
cities.  Less space would be needed, letting the state flog off more land to developers, and 
deregulated buses could zoom into town liberated from the shackles of “harmful 
government intervention”.  They estimated that busway fares would be at least 40 per 
cent cheaper than current rail fares, while on longer journeys all passengers could expect 
to be seated.   

 

Paving over the railways to create  busways would effectively put millions of commuters 
on a rail replacement bus - for ever.  For some, these proposals might also seem like a 
return to the Beeching cuts which led to the axing of 4,000 miles of train lines on cost 
grounds.   

Luckily there is still some sanity left. 

A Department for Transport spokesman said: “We have no plans to replace rail routes with 
express busways.  As part of our long-term economic plan, £38bn will be invested in the 
rail network over the next five years because it is the most economically effective way of 
transporting large numbers of passengers.'  

Stephen Joseph, of the Campaign for Better Transport, said '"The IEA's report is based on 
fantasy numbers and bears almost no relation to the real world.  Turning popular and 
well-used commuter railways to busways simply would not result in the claimed 
economies or cuts in fares.  None of arguments in this re-heated old plan offers any real 
answers to the transport issues we face and the railways are rightly seen as part of the 
solution to these problems." 

(1) 'Paving over the Tracks - a better use of Britain's railways?'  Institute of Economic Affairs 
Briefing 15.01. (February 2015)  
http://www.iea.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/files/Briefing_1501_Paving%20over
%20the%20tracks_web.pdf  

 

In the conclusions, the report that 
the government should also take 
steps to address the 
disproportionate influence of the 
rail lobby over transport policy!   
 
So are they implying that there is no 
strong and powerful road lobby? 
  

http://www.iea.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/files/Briefing_1501_Paving%20over%20the%20tracks_web.pdf
http://www.iea.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/files/Briefing_1501_Paving%20over%20the%20tracks_web.pdf


14 

 

Saving Avonmouth Station 

 
FOSBR organised a rally on 16th January to save the station building 

Network Rail is seeking to demolish the last remaining station building at 
Avonmouth and prior planning approval has been granted by Bristol City 
Council.  Until recently the building had been used as a barbers.  It needs 
remediation but Network Rail argues that repair is not economically viable.  A 
study by consultants commissioned by NR concluded that restoration would 
cost at least four times the cost of demolition.   

Avonmouth station is part of the Henbury Loop project, for which FOSBR and 
others are actively campaigning and its use could grow if the scheme proceeds.  
The building, if restored, could act as a focal point for a renewed Avonmouth 
station and even revert to its original use as a functional station building.  In 
the meanwhile, it could used as a cafe, community space or information centre  

Councillor Matt Melias (for Avonmouth) attended the rally.  He noted that the 
Community had not been consulted on the demolition; also that increasingly 
cruise passengers are transferring between Bristol Cruise Terminal and the rail 
network at Avonmouth station.  At present he has a verbal agreement 
(although shaky) that Network rail will hold off on destruction of the building 
until the Council meets with them to discuss the building's future.   He has also  
discussed various ways to save the building through funding it for other uses.  
We will keep you posted on what happens!   
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Bristol Cruise Terminal by Train                                    (Carol Durrant) 
 

In spring 2013 cruise ships started sailing from Avonmouth.  We were interested in being 
aboard one of the first ships from the new “Bristol Cruise Terminal”.  A 5-day “Spring 
Gardens” mini-cruise encompassing Dublin, Tresco, Guernsey and Falmouth was an 
exciting prospect for cruise novices.  The “How to get there” leaflet from the cruise 
operator suggested taxi from Temple Meads or long-term parking (at hefty cost) within the 
Port of Avonmouth.  I was keen to catch the train from Montpelier to Avonmouth and 
walk to the cruise terminal in order to demonstrate the integrated nature of Bristol’s 
transport system.  My husband humoured me. 
 

 
 
We heaved on our rucksacks and left our new friends at the station to await their taxi. The 
dock gates at Gloucester Road (near the Avonmouth station level crossing) were closed 

and were marked on our map as “Emergency Access”.   Our walk began with a ¾ mile 

yomp, south on Portview Road to the M5 bridge across the Avon, the Severn Beach Line 
and the A4.  The West Town Road junction is close to the Portway P&R for buses (and 
possibly trains one day).  We crossed the West Town Road level crossing and walked north 
along Victoria Road.  Our station friends caught us up in their taxi/mini-bus and offered us 
a lift but we insisted that we would complete the journey on foot.  Their taxi driver, as he 
pulled away, looked at us as though we were completely deranged. 
 

After a ½ mile walk along Victoria Road, a security guard waved us through then we 

reached the southern edge of the docks basin.  We still could not see our ship so were a bit 
uncertain how much further we had to go.  Another taxi driver pulled up to offer a ride 
saying that the Bristol Port Company (understandably) discourages pedestrians.  We were 
getting sweaty under the weight of our rucksacks so abandoned the “integrated transport 
experiment” and jumped in.  A taxi took us the last mile up the access road that runs 
between the river Avon and the dock.   
 

The “How to get there” map (which 
omitted Avonmouth station) showed 
the cruise terminal mooring as Berth S 
- next to the fruit & veg terminal on 
the west side of the Avonmouth Dock 
basin.  On arrival at Avonmouth 
station, we found ourselves with 6 
other (non-local) confused cruise 
passengers who expected the ship to 
be nearby!  We suggested that they 
call a taxi as it was a long walk to the 

berth. 
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Our trip in the MV Discovery was most enjoyable despite the rather chilly weather and 
some choppy seas.  After disembarkation in Avonmouth, we caught a taxi from the Cruise 
Terminal to Avonmouth station rather than attempt the 2¼ mile walk.  Other cruise 
passengers did the same.   

Fred Olsen and Cruise & Maritime Voyages are both offering cruises from Avonmouth in 
2015.  Neither of their websites promotes the train to Avonmouth, nor offers a shuttle bus 
to the cruise terminal from the station.  A shuttle mini-bus (on cruise departure/arrival 
dates) and some signage at Avonmouth station would make this transport link to the port 
passenger-friendly.  And wouldn’t it be nice if there were an unused station building at 
Avonmouth that could be converted into a useful facility?!  
 

Coming Events: 

Friday 15 May: 7th Anniversary of the enhanced train service at Redland 

Station, 11-11.30 a.m. with coffee at the Coffee Trike.  (More details have 

been sent in an email a few days ago - also on the FOSBR website). 

Tuesday 26 May: As part of 'Bristol Walk Fest 2015', join Bristol Ramblers 

evening walk (3 miles) from Sea Mills to the Lamplighters pub at Shirehampton.  

Start @ 18.30 from Sea Mills Station where will be joined by singer song 

writer Jean Watson and Performance Poet, Ian Sills. Jean will launch the walk 

with her own rendering of “It’s a long way to the Lamplighters”.  At the 

Lamplighters Pub we will raise our glasses to Ian Sills and listen to “Walking to 

Whitchurch and Bus Blues” 

Saturday 4 July:  6 mile walk from Temple Meads to the Keynsham Party in 

the Park.  Start 11 a.m. from metal seating in front of Temple Meads station. 

(see FOSBR website for details). 

 
Our next newsletter will be in summer 2015.   If you have anything for  the next newsletter 
(comments, photos, whinges, praise, anecdotes, poems, etc.), please send them in to us.  

 

Contact us:  
General enquiries    general@fosbr.org.uk   
Membership            membership@fosbr.org.uk 
Newsletter               newsletter@fosbr.org.uk  
Campaigning            campaigns@fosbr.org.uk 
Facebook                  www.facebook.com/FOSBR   

Twitter                      www.twitter.com/FOSBR 
Website                  www.fosbr.org.uk                  

or write to FoSBR, c/o 29 Brighton Road, Redland, Bristol, BS6 6NU 
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