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Stapleton Road station –
on the new footbridge

FOSBR invited MPs, the Mayor of Bristol, local councillors, trade unionists, transport
campaigners and passengers to show local support for funding four-tracking and
local electrification – it worked!
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Local Rail 2008–14: What we've achieved so far...

(Rob Dixon)

We were thinking the other day about what we have achieved in the last few years.
Although we haven't seen as many changes as we'd like, there has been definite
movement in favour of rail – just look at the recent letter and opinion pages of the
Bristol Post. What we've achieved through people power so far:
• We persuaded Bristol City Council to pay the train operator £420,000 p.a. to
provide an additional train and train crew on weekdays to Avonmouth/Severn
Beach and an hourly Sunday service. In Sept 2011 the subsidy was renegotiated
by BCC to £200,000, due to the increase in passengers. In Sept 2012 a longexisting gap in the evening service was filled with one extra round trip of the train,
leaving Temple Meads at 21.37. This was achieved through sustained campaigning
from FOSBR and allies and was negotiated by Bristol City Council at no extra
subsidy cost.
• This more reliable 40-minute service, which started in May 2008, reached one
million passenger trips in 2013. Bristol City Council funding ended in 2014 as DfT
took over the enhanced service into the franchise. FOSBR would like the council
to reinvest the money saved to kickstart a new improvement – such as extra trains
stopping at Bedminster and Parson Street or filling the gaps in the Severn Beach
line evening service.
• Following our submission to their Great Western Rail Utilisation Strategy, Network
Rail carried out a cost-benefit analysis of the Severn Beach line and other local
services. They proposed a half-hourly service, with alternate trains running to
Bath and to Portishead. This is a great first step – due as part of Phase 1 of the
Metro Rail project, albeit not until 2019.
• FOSBR has worked with the Severnside Community Rail Partnership to persuade
First Great Western to stop extra trains at Bedminster and Parson Street, providing
a more regular service, with a half hourly service for most of the day. Although
MetroWest promises a half hourly service, this isn't till 2019. This is still work in
progress and we continue to campaign for further improvements before then.
• Campaigners have persuaded the four local councils to restore passenger trains
between Temple Meads and Portishead. The West of England Local Transport
Board and Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) are committed to study and investing
in the Henbury Loop Passenger Line, arguing that local rail is needed for the vast
house building programme.
• Re-opening of stations, including at Ashley Hill and Horfield, is being discussed.
FOSBR and others are putting pressure on our local authorities to ensure these
two stations are built rather than an unacceptable one-station 'compromise'.
• Four-tracking of Filton Bank confirmed by NR and central government.
• Electrification confirmed by central government and work has now started.
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Who says that people can't get things done!
Our future emphasis is on making sure these improvements (and more!) actually
happen and that funding is made available to enable them to happen sooner rather
than later. FOSBR and other campaigners argue that, along with new rolling stock,
the Henbury Loop, the Portishead line and new stations are needed now. We are
also working with others, notably through the Transport for Greater Bristol Alliance
(TfGB), to ensure that our stations become effective interchanges with bus and other
modes of transport, and rail powers are devolved locally to an ITA-style body with
effective governance.
As we continue to show, people power works – so come and join with us to continue
and speed up the progress towards a better rail service!
..........................................................................................................................................
Redland Station – a Virgin train spotted in 2004; we will see these again
when work on four tracking Filton Bank takes place.
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Community Rail Partnerships – a brief introduction
Keith Walton, Chairman of Severnside CRP
Community Rail involves local people and organisations and the rail industry
working in partnership to promote and improve the local railway and ensure that
the railway best meets local needs. The concept dates from 1993 and was originally
focussed on reinvigorating rural branch lines. Severnside was the first urban
Community Rail Partnership (CRP) – we were formed in 2004, so we celebrate our
10th anniversary this year.
Community Rail Partnerships focus on achieving small scale (in railway terms!)
initiatives and improvements such as station enhancements. Stations are the shop
window of the railway and, if the line is to prosper and grow, then stations must be
seen as friendly, welcoming and safe places. Community involvement is a vital part
of this and initiatives typically include maintaining station gardens and grounds,
artwork by local schools, provision of community notice boards. CRPs are also much
concerned with innovative promotional schemes which can help get better value for
money from the rail network.
The Department for Transport actively promotes and supports CRPs. Their
Community Rail Development Strategy considers ways to make it easier for the
industry and local communities to develop community rail together and sets out
four key aims of increasing revenue, reducing costs, increasing community
involvement and supporting social and economic development.
There are currently around 50 CRPs, of which 35 are formally “designated” by the
Department. Designation means that a route is eligible for additional development
funding provided, with money coming from the Department and the rail industry.
The Severn Beach line is “designated” and we have used development funding to
help with artwork and gardens and to undertake passenger research. Designation
also means a closer working relationship with the rail industry; they are required to
consult the Partnership on timetables and on other significant operational issues.

For more information, look at the Association of Community Rail Partnerships
(ACORP) website www.acorp.uk.com.
For Severnside CRP, look at www.severnside-rail.org.uk
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Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks – 2014 season
Want to get away from the maddening crowds this
summer? Then why not come on one of our walks and have
a great day out?
These walks, which are led by experienced volunteer
members of the Ramblers’ Association and begin from
stations along the wonderfully scenic ‘Heart of Wessex’
railway line which runs between Bristol and Weymouth, are
an excellent way of escaping to the countryside, seaside, or
visiting market towns such as Frome and Castle Cary –
without the need to drive.
The line meanders through the deep, green Avon valley,
winding between the river and Kennet & Avon canal and
emerging onto the broad Wiltshire plains and on into
Somerset. As it enters Dorset, it traverses an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, before sweeping over the
South Dorset Downs to the World Heritage Jurassic Coast at
Weymouth.
Our enthusiastic walk leaders, who enjoy the combination of
train travel and walking, are drawn from all four areas of the
Ramblers through which the train travels and, despite the
fact that we have been leading walks along the line for
almost 20 years, the leaders still find new and interesting
routes. (You need not worry - the walks do not follow the
railway line!) The walks are free (although transport and
other costs are not included), are open to non-members of
the Ramblers and vary in length and some have shorter
options.
We do not normally stop at a pub or café at lunchtime (so
walkers need to bring their own food and drink) but at the
end of walks there is often the opportunity to have a drink
at a local pub or café with time to continue to socialise with
fellow walkers.

Please feel free to join us
over the summer. The
current programme is
enclosed with this
newsletter and any
updates can be found on
www.wessexrailwaywalks.
org.uk
Ann Light

The first walk of the season (on Saturday 17th May 2014) will
Wessex Walks
be a guided town tour of the market town of Frome – the
Coordinator (and member
tour will last no longer than 2 hours and is absolutely free,
but needs to be booked in advance, so that we can book the of FOSBR)
appropriate number of guides.
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Henbury Loop

(Alison Devonshire, BS 10)

It is absolutely essential that the Henbury Loop opening for passenger traffic should
be accelerated to run in tandem with Metro Phase 1 – together with station
openings in the area. We need to put continuing pressure on the local authorities
(and government) to secure funding for this to happen.
 The Henbury loop needs to be opened urgently to cope with the 8,000 new
homes planned on the Northern Fringe. We do not want another Portishead
fiasco.
 North Bristol roads are already full to capacity. We will also have to factor in the
opening of the new Southmead Hospital in May this year.
 The Metro-Bus is not a “one fits all solution”. Existing roads do not lend
themselves to bus-only routes.
Integrated transport infrastructure needs to be installed before the houses are built
at the Cribbs Patchway New Neighbourhood (CPNN). If residents move into the new
developments without the availability of good quality public transport, they will use
their cars and create a traffic pattern that is very hard to break. This will encourage
a trend of habitual car use. Railway upgrades should be considered as priority –
then a two-car family could go down to one car, which will reduce the family
expenditure and carbon footprint.
Proposed mitigation such as a couple of road junction upgrades and some traffic
light control will not solve this colossal problem.
Henbury loop - the line at Henbury

There is lots of information about the Henbury loop saga on the internet – just
google, read and be amazed!
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FOSBR 2014 Membership Subscriptions
Thanks to all of you who have renewed your membership for this year. Your
subscriptions and donations are much appreciated and are vital for our campaign to
improve local rail services. A 2014 membership card is enclosed.
To those of you who have not yet renewed your membership, it is not too late and
we would be very happy to receive your subscriptions. In case you have lost the
membership renewal form that was sent out in January, another one is enclosed
with this newsletter.
Best wishes
Tony Lloyd (FOSBR Membership Secretary)

What can and can't, will and won't be done

(Rob Dixon)

Unfortunately, despite being shown the way by our competitor cities (with
Integrated Transport Authorities), some people still think rail is “difficult”.
No one doubts that integrating local rail with electrification and its new intercity
services is a hard process. So is getting the money. However a major problem is that
WEP is divided between four authorities who work separately on projects that affect
all of them. South Glos is working on Henbury Loop/Spur, and North Somerset on
Portishead. South Glos want a spur that fails to connect with the Severn Beach line,
and can't see the purpose of an interchange at Abbey Wood, and North Somerset
didn't bother to consider stopping Portishead trains at an Ashton Gate station.
Where is the bigger picture?!
Council officers repeatedly tell us that Network Rail's evaluation (GRIP) process has
to be followed. Of course it does, but it absolutely does not have to take the time
WEP say it will. It's all a matter of political will. Ebbw Vale did it much more quickly.
I note that Network Rail's evaluation of Henbury Loop will have a two-year delay in it
between stages; that's not necessary – that's the local authorities' choice.
Equally, the argument that funding for Henbury Loop won't be made available until
after houses have been built needs to be challenged. The reason, I suspect, is that
Section 106 money from developers usually doesn't become available until a certain
time after construction. South Glos council need to ensure that developers provide
some of the money up front. While developers may not like it they know that good
transport links attract house buyers. Failing that there are also other possible
funding methods. Finding the money is important – without it congestion levels will
continue to increase.
So, who says these things can't be done? If the political will and determination is
there, they can and will. If you don't try or ask you don't get. Let's keep asking.
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Four-tracking – good news – but what about more
stations?
Councillor Sean Emmett (Lockleaze, Bristol) has long campaigned for railway
stations to be reopened at Ashley Hill (near Muller Rd) and Horfield/Lockleaze
(original site at Bonnington Walk or an alternative such as Constable Rd). On March
31, he issued the following response to news that four-tracking of the railway is to
go ahead between Bristol Temple Meads and Filton Abbey Wood stations:
“I welcome Network Rail's plans to quadruple tracks on Filton Bank, but I am still
pressing for confirmation that provision will be made to reopen Ashley Hill and
Horfield stations on their original sites or nearby alternatives.
"The four-tracking announcement is good news for Bristol, but the opportunity that
four-tracking gives us needs to be grasped by the Mayor and his assistants – to
deliver the reopening of our local stations at Ashley Hill and Horfield/Lockleaze as
part of Metro West (Greater Bristol Metro scheme).
“I welcome the prospect of quicker and more frequent Inter-City Express services
from Bristol to and from London, but it is haste not speed we really need.
"Reopening local stations at Ashley Hill and Horfield/Lockleaze would not only boost
Metro West but, with a change at Temple Meads or Parkway, would reduce end-toend journey times more than the Inter-City Express trains will by themselves.”
Ashley Hill station (1930s) – just what we need now!
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SevernNet, coming to a station near you, if the train stops…. (Andy Short)
If you look at our website, http://www.severnnet.org/, you will see that we are a
non-profit enterprise, formed of the businesses, organisations and communities
from Royal Portbury Dock through Avonmouth and Severnside to Pilning. We have
developed through co-operation between businesses, the local community, local
authorities and other stakeholders. Our initial focus has been on resource efficiency
and the potential for co-operation and collaboration between neighbours.
A growing recognition of common challenges has led to our agenda supporting the
key pillars of Sustainability, Community and Enterprise: improving transport
facilities, promoting community engagement, promoting resource efficiency/
circular economy and engaging with the declared development strategy for the
area. The area is poorly served by public transport or road access, apart perhaps
from the immediate Avonmouth area, so we are actively promoting and supporting
transport in the area – from walking and cycling, through to the long-awaited M49
junction near Pilning.
Rail initiatives for the Portbury and Henbury (loop?) lines and an hourly/half hourly
service through to St Andrews road and Severn Beach are being developed – with a
provisional start date of 2019. In the interim we have chosen to push for an
improved service through to Severn Beach - much earlier than 2019.
Forecasts for growth in the
area include figures of
around 17,000 new jobs,
many in the Pilning areas of
Western Approach, Central
Park and Westgate. If a
comprehensive & attractive
public transport network is
not in place before they
arrive, people will settle in to
the current ‘one occupant
per car mode’.
As we know, it will then be difficult to change even if public transport improves later
– and the result . . . gridlock!

Ed: This is great – big business in the area pushing for rail improvements!
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Filton Abbey Wood rail-bus Interchange – the saga continues . . . (Rob Dixon)
For some time, there have been calls for the creation of a rail-bus interchange at
Filton Abbey Wood station by building a short connection (about 50 metres)
between Nutfield Grove and the station approach road.
Initially Brian Allinson, South Glos lead councillor for Transport, was keen. However,
council officers have consistently opposed it and last month a report about the
Henbury Loop was produced. This announced that Parkway will be the only location
for rail-bus interchange in north Bristol. Other stations (including Filton Abbey
Wood) are not considered to have potential for bus connection. This is a shortsighted decision in a report that is partial and ignores key issues:
Firstly it states that Parkway is more important, since more buses serve it and that
buses do not need to go to or nearer Abbey Wood because they also go there.
While this is true for service 73, it is not the case for service 70 or any of the buses
that serve UWE – which is a major hub for local and regional bus services. However,
the bus journey to Parkway is consistently unreliable due to road congestion and
takes too long – much longer than a train. I always have to get an earlier bus to
ensure I don't miss the train. Getting to Abbey Wood via Filton Avenue would be an
easier journey, and be much easier than walking there with luggage.
The second key point ignored by the consultants was that Abbey Wood has FIFTY
buses per hour that run within 200 metres of the car park, yet the nearest stop is
600 metres away! The report notes that “only” 3% of rail travellers arrive by bus
but, in view of the distance and inconvenience to the nearest bus stop, this strikes
me as surprisingly good. It is worth noting that 4% of journeys by bus is sufficient to
create interchanges in the West Midlands. Creating an interchange encourages bus
travel to stations and can make rail and bus travel more convenient – so that people
use public transport instead of their car. That argument isn't even considered.
South Glos claim that there would be a disbenefit to those starting their journey at
the Station Road-Filton Avenue junction by making their walk to the bus stop longer.
However no consideration is given to the disbenefit for travellers at Abbey Wood
and how this suppresses bus or rail use. They ignored a paper by Transport for
Greater Bristol (TfGB) which suggested a bus stop near this junction. They also
stated that it would inconvenience elderly people living on Nutfield Grove (and
create a noise disturbance!), ignoring the fact that they would actually be closer to a
bus stop and so less likely to be socially isolated through lack of access to transport.
This all smacks of a desperate attempt to maintain the status quo. Although a
connection to Abbey Wood station would only cost £135,000 (council figures) it
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would mean that their new bus lane on Filton Avenue would be bypassed and
obsolete. Perhaps this is why they are so opposed to this fairly simple idea to
enable integrated transport. Or maybe, like their decision not to consider a park
and ride on the A38 next to a future North Filton station, it is a lack of understanding
of the bigger picture in relation to impacts on the adjoining city Bristol (the
Integrated Transport Authority issue). Or maybe they just don't like interchanges.
If I lived in Leeds, Manchester or any other of Bristol's competitor cities this
wouldn't be an issue. The need for an integrated system that encourages easy
transfer between different modes of transport would be recognised. This needs to
happen here. So, a warning to South Glos – try as you might to put us off, this issue
is not going away. FOSBR may be a rail group but we will continue to lobby hard for
this bus link. Integration makes rail and public transport in general more
convenient. Simply, it's the right thing to do.

And, now, for some more on the need for integrating
different modes of transport . . .

CONNECTIVITY

(Sue Flint)

Connectivity is what makes the world go round and, if good, what makes public
transport a viable option. In Bristol, it seems to be an unrecognised art. While
connections between buses here are dismal, connections between buses and trains
could best be described as disastrous!
Isambard Kingdom Brunel put his elegant Temple Meads station a mile away from
the City but he did put a rail spur to the dock for the SS Great Britain. But there is
still no bus connection between Temple Meads and the central bus station - other
than the Airport bus (which is not intended for local journeys!) The way-marked
shortcut from the Old Market bus interchange to Temple Meads remains an
aspiration despite several promises from Councillors and their officials. The
proposed, ill-named, Ashton Vale to Temple Meads (AVTM) Rapid Transport buses
will still not reach either terminus.
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The recently-built Filton Abbey Wood station might have been expected to avoid
such an error. But there is little provision for bus callers and the only bus to call –
infrequently – is the route 18 which makes a song and dance about its long-winded
journey to the new Southmead Hospital.
Stapleton Road station near me continues to disappoint. Only a long ramp or a
steep flight of steps separates it from the busy Stapleton Road with its several useful
bus routes - yet the road user is hardly made aware of its existence. Those who are
aware have to make that ascent to the platforms before they can see the timetable.
Repeated requests to have the timetables posted at street level go unheeded. The
inbound bus stop gives no indication of the proximity of the rail connection, while
the stop for outbound buses is nowhere to be seen and requires a quarter-mile trek
to reach it.
When those who design such systems actually use them, we may see a more
rational network.

Severn Beach line – Annual Summer Passenger Count
The Severnside Community Rail Partnership, in association with FOSBR, has for
many years undertaken a one-day count of all passengers using the Severn Beach
line; we record the number of passengers getting on and off every train throughout
the whole day. The count is recognised by both First Great Western and Network
Rail as the most reliable data on weekday passenger use, and is regularly quoted by
the rail industry and local authorities. To do the count – and to ensure it is accurate
– we rely on a large number of volunteers. And as more passengers use the line and
more carriages are provided on the busiest trains we need even more volunteers!
This year the count will be on Thursday 12 June – but we can only go ahead if we get
sufficient volunteers. A round trip takes about 80 minutes. Can you spare time to
do – ideally two – consecutive round trips? Please email with your offer to help
keith.severnside@btconnect.com. This will be much appreciated.

Can you help?
June 14-15: Festival of Nature. As for the last few years, we will be having a stall at
this event at the Harbourside. It’s a useful way of getting our message over to the
wider public. We need volunteers to man the stall over that weekend – could you
spare a couple of hours between 9 am and 6 pm on either or both days? If so,
please contact Julie at julie@jboston.plus.com.
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TEMPLE MEADS: NOT THE END OF THE LINE

(Peter Gould)

We can move on from the old orthodoxy that “Temple Meads is in the wrong place”
because the centre of Bristol is shifting towards Temple Meads. Now we also ought
to abandon the view that Temple Meads is the Bristol Terminal – even though
Brunel built it as a dead-end terminus for the Great Western.
Electrification, a good thing in itself, may reinforce the superstition that Temple
Meads is a terminus. If the wires cannot be run on the cheap under Bath Road
Bridge, trains from London and Cardiff will necessarily terminate at Temple Meads;
then you would need to change for diesels to Weymouth, Portsmouth, Weston,
Taunton and local stations.
I’m not arguing the case for general local electrification (a strong case that others
will take up). My point is that for, local services, Temple Meads ought not to be a
“branch line terminus” – any more than Exeter Central is on the Barnstaple–
Exmouth service.
The Severn Beach line should not be considered a “branch” and the Portishead line
another “branch” – both ending at platforms inconveniently related, where
passengers can get off and scan screens for their missed connections! These trains
must run through, cutting across the congested centre of Bristol. Temple Meads,
like Parson Street, Bedminster, Lawrence Hill and Stapleton Road, should be another
stop en route.
There is a Nimby argument that Portishead only needs a peak commuter shuttle (to
Temple Meads) – but this ignores other potential passengers along the line. A few
people in Barnstaple pursue the same argument about their ‘Tarka’ line; but the
passenger figures show that this service is supported by users who want a train that
stops so they can go about their business.
To sum up: even if the wires do end for now at Temple Meads, a complex system of
local trains should run through it. Most of us aren’t there for the frothy coffee till the
train comes in!
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Local Electrification and other Improvements
David Wood, RMT (but writing in a personal capacity) – and regular letter
contributor on local rail matters to the Bristol Post
At last we are going to see vast improvements to our rail network. There are 31
improvement projects, including:
•
•
•
•

•

Four-tracking of Filton Bank (essential for expansion of local Bristol services).
Track remodelling at Bristol East Junction.
New platform at Bristol Parkway.
A £170 million upgrade of Temple Meads station. The improvements include
two new platforms, a new entrance to the side of the station and a new
underground corridor to link to the planned new indoor arena.
A new passenger hub linking TM to the rest of Bristol's transport network.

Once the work has been completed, the number of services between Bristol and
London will double to four an hour, there will be new intercity express trains with
3,200 extra seats during peak hours through Bristol, and journey times will be cut by
22 minutes.
All the planned infrastructure improvements are wonderful news over the next five
years, but what about electrifying all the local railway lines in the Greater Bristol
area? I am led to believe these improvements would have to be found locally. If we
had an ITA (Integrated Transport Authority), we could progress with electrification
of the Greater Bristol area.
The Government wants rail connections to all major ports electrified by 2019. So
the Portishead branch might be electrified to Royal Portbury dock (then why not
take it the last 3 miles of track to Portishead?), as could the Henbury loop line. I
would also consider electrifying the line to Weston-super-Mare.
We are still left with a major bottle-neck problem between Worle junction and
Weston-super-Mare; the present single line needs to go back to its original twotrack formation (singled in 1964). At present the effect of just one late-running train
can cause the whole system to back up for hours. Also on the Bristol to Westonsuper-Mare line is the closed Flax Bourton station. I would re-build and re-open this
station, making it a rail-bus interchange park and ride – with a connecting bus
service to Bristol International Airport.
These are exciting times for rail improvements in the greater Bristol area. But we
still need to invest more in public transport – with more electrified lines, an ITA and
more (probably up to 24) functional local stations.
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From Severn to Taw by Train

(Carol Durrant)

On 22nd March, 15 FOSBR members travelled to Barnstaple, taking the scenic Tarka
Line from Exeter St Davids to Barnstaple. The purpose of the journey was threefold: to enjoy the view from the train, to see the sights of Barnstaple and to meet
local rail campaigners for a chat. It was an enjoyable and informative day out.
We discussed how both FOSBR and Tarka Rail have approached recent campaigns
and how best to influence local councils, Network Rail, TOCs, MPs, DfT and other
stakeholders. A new station (Newcourt) is opening this year on the Avocet Line
between Exeter and Exmouth to meet the needs of 4000 new houses. In a similar
vein (although not yet successful) FOSBR is campaigning for the re-opening of
stations on the Henbury Loop to serve the 8,000 new homes due to be built in the
Filton area.
Many thanks to the Tarka Rail Association for treating us to tea and cake in the
Station Master's Café.

The FOSBR Committee have some great suggestions for future rail outings – watch
this space! Or have you got some ideas – if so, let us know
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SIXTH ANNIVERSARY: It was in May 2008 when we finally got the new improved
service on the Severn Beach line – more frequent and more reliable. And yes, it has
been a success – with passenger numbers soaring and passenger satisfaction much
improved. And now we can see other real
improvements to local rail services starting to happen
– maybe a bit slower than we want but still there is
much hope for the future. Oh, happy days!

Rail Regeneration Pledge – a reminder
These pledge cards are being sent to all our
local elected representatives – councillors of
the four local authorities (Bristol, South Glos,
BANES & North Somerset), MEPs and MPs.
The aim is to get them to acknowledge their
active support for local rail.
How you can help:
If a canvasser knocks on your door and asks
for your vote in a local election, ask if their
candidate has or will be signing the pledge
card which has been sent to them. A little bit
of pressure at election time often works
wonders! The local and European elections
are taking place on Thursday 22 May – so you
can expect a lot of canvassing before then.

This is our first newsletter of 2014. Please give us feedback – what do you want in
future editions for instance? Have you got any articles, whinges, rants, praise,
anecdotes, poems, photos for our next newsletter? We want to hear from you.
General enquiries
Membership
Newsletter
Facebook
Twitter
Website

general@fosbr.org.uk
membership@fosbr.org.uk
newsletter@fosbr.org.uk
www.facebook.com/FOSBR
www.twitter.com/FOSBR
www.fosbr.org.uk

or write to FOSBR, c/o 29 Brighton Road, Redland, Bristol, BS6 6NU
 FOSBR, printed by Sprinters

16

