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£100 million Investment for Bristol Rail 

 

City Deal lets local rail storm ahead. 

£100 million to be invested in Bristol’s local rail network: Fourtrack, 

Portishead line, Henbury loop (okay spur for now). 

Monday 17th Sept. Celebration of improved Severn Beach Line  

Heart of Wessex Line:  Bristol’s link to the beautiful south. 

No limit to the Sky Train: Bangkok’s traffic escape network. 

Sleeper to Chiang Mai: Bring West Country/Scottish Sleepers. 

Extra Severn Beach Train: Celebrate 17th Sept Temple Meads. 



2012: Off from the starting blocks. 

Maybe the can do attitude of the Olympics has had a positive 

effective on the UK’s political elites, or the need for 

infrastructure projects to pull the UK out of recession, but it has 

been a heady few months for local rail in our region.   The 

deadlines for the reletting of rail franchises and the High Level 

Output Specification have certainly focused the minds of  

Politicians local and national. Having realised that Bristol’s 

economic future would is being threatened by the city’s chronic 

traffic congestion that showcase buses and road based transit 

systems alone cannot solve, they have lobbied central 

government with the mantra: “Without radical improvement to 

rail, local, regional and national, Bristol’s above European 

average economic performance will begin to falter.”  Put in 

these stark terms the message has been felt and it appears that 

word has been passed down from on high that local rail is to be 

taken seriously in the west country. 

The High Level Output Specification (HLOS), the wish list from 

the Department of Transport to the rail industry (ie Network 

Rail, the private firm that isn’t really) includes crucially the 

return of Filton Bank to four tracks; the jewel in the crown of 

the local rail network.  Without four tracking, improvements to 

local rail are unviable.   Second on the list is the return of 

passenger trains to Portishead that combined with the Severn 



Beach line via a fourtracked Filton Bank will form the basis of a 

“Metro” system.  Henbury loop has been included in these 

plans although just as a spur, it is up to the likes of FoSBR and 

others to build on these improvements to make rail the core 

mode for moving about Bristol and its environs. Therefore 

FoSBR’s work is far from over.  Concrete confirmation of these 

projects is not expected until mid-2013 and their final 

specifications mustn’t be watered down by penny pinching, lack 

of ambition and ignorance.  The omission of four platforms at 

Stapleton Road and Lawrence Hill is the most striking example 

of engineering by accountancy.   

Rebuilding the jewel in the Crown: Fourtrack FiltonBank. 

The return of four tracks is just the beginning of the rebuilding of 

Filton Bank.  For full restoration of the most import stretch of railway 

in the southwest requires the following further components: 

-Four platforms at Stapleton Road and Lawrence Hill. (not funded) 

-Rebuilding of Ashley Hill and Horfield stations. (Greater Bristol 

Metro) 

-Fourth platform at Bristol Parkway (in franchise Invitation to tender) 

-Double track connection to the Severn Beach Line. (not funded) 

-Redevelopment of Stapleton Road into a proper interchange station 

with FOUR Platforms allowing Fishponds and Staple Hill residents 

better access to the national rail network avoiding  having to get to 

Bristol Temple Meads. 



Bristol Parkway’s missing fourth platform serves as an example 

of compromised operational flexibility that would be inflicted 

on Filton Bank Stations if they do not get their full complement 

of platforms. Trains northbound from Filton Bank have to wait 

for London bound trains to arrive and Parkway and clear the 

way to the local platform in time for its passengers to see what 

could be a London connection pull out from the station.  

Stapleton Road is far more than just a local halt.  Now that it is 

off life support and showing signs of its previous glory, it is 

ready to take its rightful place as Bristol’s second station. The 

Rhubarb Loop to the south allows Bath- and south-bound trains 

the option of a time efficient Bristol stop by not having to 

change direction at Temple Meads (a Temple Meads by-pass).  

Frequent Severn Beach/Portishead local trains calling at 

Stapleton Road will make it almost better connected then 

Temple Meads for getting around the city.  

Therefore it is vital that the opportunity to realise its full 

potential is not lost in the same way that Parkway has been 

stymied by its missing forth platform. 

The restored stations of Ashley Hill and Horfield should be 

designed with four stations in mind as there is great concern 

amongst local rail campaigners on how the stations between 

Bristol Temple Meads and Filton Abbey Wood will served if 

either the local or express lines are worked on, bustition? 



Rail Unions shout “He has no clothes on!”  

A full debate on how best to run our railways cannot be truly honest 
unless the option of some form of national ownership/profit-investing 
structure can be discussed.  Otherwise we are condemned to co 
conspire with the Emperor’s tailors on saying how wonderful his new 
clothes are in the way that McNulty has been compromised to do in 
his report on making rail more cost efficient. 
 

A new report entitled ‘Rebuilding Rail’ has recently been published. 

This report has been commissioned by the railway trade unions, 

ASLEF, RMT, TSSA, and UNITE.  

The UK’s privatised railway is failing society, the economy and the 

environment,whilst draining taxpayers’ money into the pockets of private 

shareholders. Commonsense and expert railway knowledge have ceded to 

a misguided private-must-be-best ethos, leaving Britain with a fragmented 

dysfunctional railway system that othercountries view with disbelief. 

Excessive costs in the UK rail industry have recently been highlighted by 
the McNulty Review. This study criticised waste from fragmentation and 
complexity in our railways, but ignored the obvious solution: simplify the 
system. Instead, the Review proposes more fragmentation. Analysts have 
predicted the McNulty approach would lead to older trains, higher fares, 
fewer services off-peak and at weekends, and more freight going by road. 
Large sums of money would still be lost to inefficiencies of complex 
contractual agreements between dozens of companies. 
 
This paper outlines a different recipe for reform. It shows that over one 
billion pounds of taxpayers’ money could be saved every year by reuniting 
the railways under public ownership. All the public money invested in the 
railway could then be put to good use, delivering a better service for 
passengers while also achieving wider environmental and social goals. 
Contact Bernard Kennedy of the RMT to learn how you can gain 
access to a copy. 
 
Wessex Wanderer Walks on the Bristol to Weymouth line are available as follows - www.avon-

ramblers.org.uk - or send a stamped SAE to Walks Coordinator, 133 Conygre Grove, Filton, 

BRISTOL BS34 7HX  

http://www.avon-ramblers.org.uk/
http://www.avon-ramblers.org.uk/


 

Iberian excurtionistas sample more of Bristol local rail’s hidden gems and 

countryside, making the most of Groupsave fares. (2 for 4). 

 

Request stop:  To start a Sunday stroll to Bradford upon Avon. 

 

 Highbridge and Burnham: For a day at the Seaside 

 

08:40 to Great Malvern was bit of an early start.  A later FGW train is needed. 



Sky train:  How to lift a city out of traffic congestion. 

 

Saphan Khwai Station with trains “flying” over the congestion. 

Bangkok like many Asian cities suffers from chronic traffic congestion 

mainly as a result past poor investment in quality public transport and 

an over expansion of urban motorways, that, far from easing 

congestion has only flooded the city with yet more cars.  However after 

many false starts and political wrangling that would make any Bristolian 

weep with recognition the first Skytrain line opened in December 1999, 

initially passenger levels were modest but are now in a region of 

600,000 per year and rising with extensions to the sky train and 

underground underway.  Forget domestic flights: The Sleeper Train is 

the way to travel. The best way to travel up country in Thailand is by 

sleeper.  The train departs at a civilised hour of 19:30 passing by the 

traffic jams and severing up a decent Thai fare with dance beats.  The 

following morning lush jungle and rice paddies can be contemplated 

over a cooked breakfast whilst taking photographs from the dining car. 



 

Waiting for night trains at Bangkok’s Hamlamphong station. 

 

En route for Chiang Mai the morning after the night before in Bangkok. 

Respect for local style is important at Chiang Mai station.  

Arrival in Chiang Mai is a civilised affair.  A relaxed stroll to the 

front of the station with an uncluttered layout. 



Bring back the Scottish/West Country Sleepers! Imagine if 

Bristol still had its Scottish sleeper trains.  One could catch a 

local train from Clifton Down or Parson Street to Temple Meads 

and hop on a sleeper train to the Highlands for skiing or 

mountaineering, Glasgow to see an old firm match or 

Edinburgh to shop on Princes Street.  Conversely your Auntie 

Morag could pop down to the West Country on a south bound 

sleeper to visit family in deepest Wessex or enjoy a week in St 

Ives. There is a quality to travelling by sleeper train that 

enhances the character of the destination far beyond the 

investment required to provide it.  The return on this 

investment will be in the form of business, holiday makers and 

prestige from a sleeper service to  Britain’s premier summer 

holiday region   Now that Scottish sleepers are to be in their 

own franchise perhaps the West of England Partnership can 

work directly with the Scottish government to link their 

dynamic parts of the United Kingdom with this quality mode of 

transport.  A west country sleeper could attach itself to the 

London one at Crewe… 

WHAT IS FOSBEER? Readers of the newsletter may have asked 

themselves this question upon receiving an e mail inviting them 

to come to a Fosbeer Sunday.  Fosbeer stands for Friends of 

Suburban Beer.  We promote pubs which are situated near 

stations on the Severn Beach line.  To this end we have produced 

a handy blue and yellow leaflet which gives details of 10 pubs 



from the Barley Mow near Temple Meads to the Plough at Pilning 

which is fairly near to Severn Beach.  Over the last 2 years we have 

been holding events at these pubs on the last Sunday of each 

month.  Activities have included skittles, darts, music, celebrations 

of rail achievements, talks and discussions. 

The pubs have always been very welcoming.  They enjoy the 

publicity and we benefit from free rooms and an opportunity to 

promote the SB line with timetables and leaflets. 

Future Fosbeer Sundays will be held at the Vittoria near Clifton 

Down and further afield we are considering Yatton and 

Bridgwater.  So next time you receive an e mail inviting you to 

join us why don't you come along? If you know of pubs you 

would like to nominate let us know.   Teresa McGill 

MEMBERSHIP FOR 2012 

Thanks to all those of you who have renewed membership this year - your 

subscriptions and donations are much appreciated.  We sent membership 

cards with the last newsletter (Whitsuntide). For subscriptions received after 

then, membership cards are enclosed with this newsletter.  Thanks again for 

supporting FOSBR. 

FoSBR Stall;  Lionel will be manning the FoSBR Stall at Victoria 

Park in Bedminster on the 15
th

 of Sept from 12am to 6pm. Lionel 

will be retiring this year following many years’ hard work for which 

we are grateful.  Please get in touch if you would like to bring the 

stall to a particular event.  

Great Western Franchise 2013:  Link to documents… enjoy. 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/publications/great-western-franchise-2013/ 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/publications/great-western-franchise-2013/


WESSEX LINE TO THE BEAUTIFUL SOUTH 

 

The Heart of Wessex line is Bristol’s link to its cultural hinterland.  

In recent months there have been track improvements reducing 

the journey times to Weymouth.  

The branch from Maidien Newton to Bridport was still running 

until the late 70’s, its time to reconnect.  (A similar situation exists 

between Kemble and Cirencester which less than four miles apart) 

As the journey times to the Olympic town of Weymouth improve 

then a higher frequency of trains will reconnect Bristol with its 

cultural hinterland.  Weymouth already has an electrified line to 

the capital, why not to Bristol? Perhaps when the Great Western 

Main line is finished the wire rigging machines can switch to 

electrifying between Weymouth to Birmingham providing the 

Midlands a fast alternative route to France via Bristol and Hardy 

country.    



Celebrate the new Severn Beach line evening 

train departing Bristol Temple Meads at 

21.37 on Monday 17 September 

  

Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways (FOSBR), Severnside 

Community Rail Partnership (SCRP) and First Great Western (FGW) 

invite commuters and local passengers to join us 

Where?   Temple Meads Station on Platform 1  

When?    Monday 17 September 20.30 – 21.37 

Incoming train:  Depart Avonmouth 20.01, Clifton Down 20.13; 

arrive Temple Meads 20.32     

2030 – 2100     FGW will provide refreshments 

2100 – 2115   North Bristol Well Being Choir will sing in 

celebration of train travel  

2115 – 2130  Representatives from FGW, FOSBR, Bristol City 

Council and South Glos have been invited to speak 

2137 (tbc)  New train departs Temple Meads for all stations 

to Avonmouth 

      We will be handing out the tickets on the incoming train. 

campaigns@fosbr.org.uk                                             www.fosbr.org.uk 
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Membership       membership@fosbr.org.uk 

Newsletter      newsletter@fosbr.org.uk 

Copyright FoSBR, Printed by Sprinters. 

mailto:campaigns@fosbr.org.uk
http://www.fosbr.org.uk/
mailto:general@fosbr.org.uk
mailto:membership@fosbr.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@fosbr.org.uk

