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Our first three articles concern accessibility at local stations.
Stapleton Road footbridge
The successful completion of the four-tracking of Filton Bank last December doubled the
number of lines between Filton Abbey Wood and Bristol Temple Meads from 2 to 4. At
Stapleton Road, footbridge improvements were needed to cross the new fast lines to
reach platform 2 (southbound) from east of the station. In May this year the enhanced
Stapleton Road footbridge opened, providing an accessible ramp up to the footbridge from
east of the station and an accessible ramp down to platform 2. The new ramp and bridge
structure is large because modern accessibility standards require a gentle incline for
wheelchair access.

Etta on Platform 1, with footbridge (not pram-friendly) in the distance
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Etta lives in Easton with her family: “I understand that it is necessary to have disabled
friendly ramps, but these ramps are so long with a pushchair. Local people think this
structure is very ugly and call it Guantanamo Bay.”
Network Rail have said "New structures over the railway must allow for potential overhead
electrification in the future and the new bridge at Stapleton Road also includes accessibility
ramps to provide step free access. The ramps are the correct length to achieve the
gradient required to ensure that the bridge is safe for all users.”

Zig-zag ramp leading from east of fast lanes up to the footbridge
The station is still not fully accessible as there is only stepped access to the footbridge
(and thus the ramp down to platform 2) from platform 1. Stapleton Road can be a useful
interchange station between Severn Beach Line trains and trains up the Filton Bank. Currently, those wishing to change platforms in a step-free manner would need to transit via
Stapleton Road and Belmont Street, or possibly St Marks Road and St Marks Grove if they
are able to manage the steep slope next to The Sugarloaf pub.
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In the past, Network Rail explored the possibility of installing a lift to the footbridge on platform 1 due to lack of space for ramp installation. Unfortunately, funding availability
changed as a result of the cancellation/postponement of electrification on the Filton Bank.
Local councillors hope to obtain funding in future 'Access for All' grant allocation to make
the station fully accessible. In the meantime, Bristol City Council approved £200k for station improvements to signage, lighting, seating and planters through the Community Infrastructure Levy. Signage at the station and to the station has also been recognised as inadequate and this will be renewed. This work is being delivered by Severnside Community Rail Partnership.

Clifton Down station
Those of you using Clifton Down station, via the car entrance to the car-park from
Whiteladies Road, may have noticed that, on the left-hand side, there is now a crosshatched yellow area with a footpath marked. This is thanks to a member of the public who
emailed us nearly a year ago to highlight the problem of cars parking all over that area and
making it hard for wheelchairs to navigate.
This would seem to be a
straightforward problem but we
had to negotiate six parties –
GWR, Network Rail, University
of Bristol, Bristol City Council,
APCOA
Parking
and
Severnside Community Rail
Partnership; initially no-one
claimed responsibility as no-one
could agree on whose territory
the area was.
Forty-nine emails later and
GWR stepped up to the plate,
acknowledged
responsibility
and liaised with APCOA to paint
and enforce the area.
Thank you GWR, but most of all
thank you to that very persistent
member of the public whose
emails we just had to keep
forwarding to anyone we
thought might be relevant!

3

Patchway Station footbridge
Because of electrification of the Paddington to South Wales main line, the passenger
footbridge at Patchway station had to be raised or replaced - to give sufficient clearance
above the overhead lines. It was decided to completely replace the old bridge and, at the
same time, install disability-friendly lifts.

The old footbridge at Patchway station
The station was closed over the weekend of last Easter for the old bridge to be removed
and the deck of the new structure lifted into place. Work has then continued on the new
bridge which came into use this July. Lifts have been installed on both platforms but are
not yet operational although Network Rail staff, working at the station, estimate the work to
be completed by early November.
Access to the eastbound platform was and still is from the station car park on Station
Road.
However, access to the westbound platform was previously via the old stepped footbridge
(or via a turnstile to the Rolls-Royce site) - which meant that people in wheelchairs could
only access one platform (the eastbound platform No. 1). Disability campaigners have
welcomed the changes at Patchway station but add that there are plenty of other stations
across the region with access issues - including Weston-super-Mare, Parson Street,
Nailsea and Backwell.
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The new bridge and lift system at Patchway station
*********************************************************************
Bristol East Junction

Bristol East Junction - Photo by Matt Buck
In June this year, Chris Grayling (former Secretary of State for Transport) visited Bristol to
discuss the region's rail plans. He met Tim Bowles (WECA Mayor) and Mark Langman
(Network Rail's MD for Wales and Western) to discuss the Bristol East Junction (BEJ)
project. This is a plan to re-model this junction for capacity improvements so that all lines
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can reach all platforms at Bristol Temple Meads station (the scope of works for this was
described in Newsletter no. 93).
Mr Grayling expressed support for the scheme and it was announced that the Department
for Transport (DfT) was working with Network Rail to assess the business case for BEJ
and to unlock the funding to deliver the scheme (presumably to pay for the engineering
works as well as the development study for which the Dft has already offered £10M).
What is the effect of remodelling BEJ on the MetroWest project?
MetroWest Phase 1a aims to provide a 30 minute frequency on the Severn Beach line and
also provide direct train services between Severn Beach and Bathampton or Westbury.
Phase2 aims to provide a service from Temple Meads to Henbury - with new stations at
Ashley Hill, North Filton and Henbury).
Until recently it had been assumed that the re-modelling of BEJ was vital for MetroWest
Phase 2 and desirable (but not essential) for Phase 1a. At recent meetings with WECA
we have had conflicting information on this, with some sources saying that BEJ remodelling is essential for Phase 1a. Network Rail have also indicated that BEJ remodelling is highly desirable for both phases, ie, Phase 1a cannot proceed without the
BEJ works being completed. The upshot of this is that a through service from Severn
Beach to Bath or Westbury (part of Phase 1a) has been delayed until the BEJ re-modelling
is completed.
Apparently Network Rail remains confident that this will happen with the summer of 2021
for the main construction. Scheme design has reached the end of GRIP 4 and Network
Rail’s Full Business Case is almost ready for submission to the Department for Transport.
MetroWest’s requirement for Bristol East Junction is built into and strengthens the
business case. Meanwhile, there is no good reason why a partial Phase 1a cannot be go
ahead, i.e. the ½ hourly service on the Severn Beach Line between Avonmouth and Bristol
Temple Meads (hourly to Severn Beach).
*************************************************************************
Clean Air
Hopefully many of you will have heard of the government directive to cities to come up with
Clean Air plans. Is there any implication for rail?
Well, sadly, the government directives are focused entirely around introducing charging
clean air zones (CAZ). They have provided funding for the cities to pay for traffic
modelling and some “mitigation money” to pay for converting some vehicle fleets to being
non-polluting. But so far the government emphasis is on the “stick” of deterring diesel
cars, vans, buses and lorries from the polluted areas; there appears to be no intention at
all to provide new funding to the “carrot”, which we see as the no-brainer of providing good
quality public transport and provision for making active transport safer - in order to make
non-car journeys viable.
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After missing three government deadlines to submit plans, Bristol City Council ran a Clean
Air Zone consultation over the summer. On October 28th the Council unveiled their
revised clean air plan. Proposals now include a small area diesel ban for all vehicles and a
charging zone for non-compliant commercial vehicles such as buses, taxis, HGVs and
LGVs.
The mayor has refused to introduce a blanket vehicle charge, saying that this would
unfairly affect people on lower incomes. Bristol City Council’s cabinet is being asked to
approve the plan for a clean air zone in November, with its proponents saying that it will
deliver the fastest possible improvement in air quality against targets for nitrogen dioxide
(NO2) legal limits.
However, campaigners are asking whether any of the clean air plans will actually improve
the total health impact for the whole of Bristol - because the big danger is that people will
either “pay to pollute” or will drive round the clean air zone, thereby spreading the
pollution wider. It seems incredible, but the government are saying that the usual health
impact calculation (the “300 deaths” calculation) is not necessary for deciding on a
particular plan so long as the pollution in the centre of Bristol falls below the legal limit.

In the meantime, FOSBR have been making the case to WECA that they should regard
the promised MetroWest Phase 1A service (hourly from Severn Beach, half-hourly from
Avonmouth) as their current highest priority scheme to contribute to solving both clean air
and climate change in one stroke. Let’s keep up the pressure – please sign the online
half-hour petition on the front page of the FOSBR website and pass the link to your
friends.
Another clean/air climate change measure that we heard from Mark Hopwood, MD of
GWR, at the TravelWatch South West Conference on October 18 th is that GWR have been
approached about hiring battery-powered rolling stock for branch lines. Branch lines tend
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to be served by older model diesel trains that pre-date current EU exhaust emission stan dards. New and emerging technologies could include batteries, supercapacitors,
hydrogen fuel cells or other energy storage systems.
Joint Spatial Plan
Some of you may know that the West of England Combined Authority has drafted a Joint
Spatial Plan (JSP) which determines where new housing is to be located. It is meant to
cover the period from 2019 to 2036.
At the government inspection of the plan, FOSBR gave evidence to argue that there was
insufficient planning for rail stations to serve the proposed locations. The Joint Local
Transport Plan (which is meant to provide the travel aspect of the JSP), proposed billions
proposed for road, MetroBus, extra rail stations, Park and Ride, “mass transit” scheme and
some rail stations (including Charfield) but failed to propose rail stations for many of the
Strategic Development Locations – notably Coalpit Heath, Flax Bourton, Locking, or
Thornbury.
In the case of Thornbury it was suggested in the JSP that Charfield would be a suitable
station to serve the new Buckover Garden Village development which is just east of
Thornbury. FOSBR have long proposed the idea of Pilning as a Park & Ride for some
areas of South Gloucestershire. Charfield is 7 miles north-east of Thornbury, Pilning is 7
miles south-west. FOSBR hold the longer-term goal of re-opening Thornbury station.
Let’s keep up the pressure for WECA to adopt our FOSBR Rail Plan – we are now asking
WECA officers to analyse the c. 3,000 Rail Plan postcards, that have been distributed and
delivered to WECA, to produce a bar-chart of preferred project priorities.
Anyway, as regards the Joint Spatial Plan itself, the Inspectors listened to the many
campaigners and developers and have recommended the withdrawal of the Joint Spatial
Plan. The Planning Inspectors concluded that they had 'significant concerns' about
fundamental aspects of the region's housing blueprint - primarily the way the 12 main
locations for new developments were chosen. FOSBR await the next step with interest
and we hope that, this time, WECA will talk to us before drafting a new plan.
Western Harbour
Readers may be aware of the Mayor of Bristol’s plans to develop Cumberland Basin. To
this end, Bristol City Council commissioned planning consultants Arup to look at all options
for the future of the Cumberland Basin area. This was prompted by (a) concerns over the
rising costs of maintaining the flyover network which was built in the 1960s (b) the desire
to free up land in the area to provide up to 2,500 homes, this area being re-branded as
'Western Harbour'. The initial feasibility study came up with 10 possible options but these
were whittled down to three by the Mayor's Office.
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These three options were put to the public in an early engagement exercise. The
proposals were posted on the Council's and the public were invited to give their feedback
between 19 August and 15 September. There were also a series of drop-ins during that
period where plans were available for anybody to come and look at. When a FOSBR
representative attended one of the drop-ins, it became apparent that no salient detail was
being revealed at this point; the public was simply being asked to choose between
diverting the Cumberland Basin flyover either towards the Suspension Bridge, or to the
present location of the Pump House (Merchants Road) Bridge, or a hybrid approach.

Cumberland Basin from the air
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Photo: Best of Bristol

Although many people have come out in opposition to the plans, FOSBR feels it would be
premature to either oppose or support the development in principle until more of the plans
are unveiled – crucially what kind of development it will be (i.e. what type of
accommodation, what kind of “leisure facilities”, the effect on the skyline, open space
provision and likely noise production). Most of all, we would like to know how the existing
through traffic will be dealt with, how many extra car journeys will be generated and how
the development will affect the current wonderful ambience of that end of the Floating
Harbour. It has got to be the most magical places in the city with the working Underfall
Yard, the Baltic Wharf Sailing Club and the many waterfront pubs in the area.
But aside these concerns, the Joint Spatial Plan experience has taught us that all housing
development must be planned to have good transport links to the centre of Bristol – and in
the case of the Underfall Yard, we hope the Bristol Ferry Company be enabled to provide
an early and regular commuter service to Temple Meads that does not languish for too
long at the Centre.
What is essential is that the beautiful landscape and skyline around the Clifton Suspension
Bridge is in no way compromised by any new road scheme.

Cumberland Basin at high tide.

Photo: Steve Baker

If you want to look at the initial 3 options for a new road layout , go to :

https://bristol.citizenspace.com/growth-regeneration/western-harbour/
supporting_documents/WST102%20WestHarbour_A0_V21_Print.pdf
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Fox on the line
One sunny day this summer, a young fox decided that an afternoon siesta was called for.
And where would the best place be for this? Of course on the railway line between
Redland and Clifton Down stations - the surrounding embankments must have trapped the
heat from the sun to make that area especially desirable for a nice rest.

Obviously our fox was unable to
read the no trespass sign. Luckily
he heard the next train coming and
got out of danger's way in time.
Ed: thanks to FOSBRite Alison
Bromilow who captured this scene.
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Bristol Clean Air Day

Julie Boston

FOSBRites might have been inspired by the Bristol Clean Air Day at Castle Park on
Thursday 20th June 2019 organised by the Bristol Clean Air Alliance (BCAA). Various
local environmental and transport groups, including FOSBR, ran a stall over the lunchtime
period and “Commuter Challenge” prizes were awarded to participants, mostly workers
from the local offices.
We were encouraged to travel by any means necessary except a private car. Lucky me I live in walking distance of two train stations on the Severn Beach Line (Redland and
Montpelier) and on a Showcase bus route. My journey on Bristol Clean Air Day was
walk,
train, walk and bus home. Tina Biggs (of BCAA and FOSBR) had organized lots of
prizes. My prize, awarded by Lord Mayor Jos Clark, was for the longest sustainable train
journey in the “pensioners” category.
I invited my 12 year old grandson, Arlo, to join me on the Prize winning Ferry
trip. We arrived at Temple Meads Station and ran to the landing point in time to get an
outside seat on the boat. When seated, I handed my smart phone to Arlo, who took
photos of the scenic wonders that surround us. As we travelled, he cropped the pictures
and made a collage.

When we
stopped at
SS Great
Britain,
among the
passengers
who
boarded
was a
volunteer
who
explained
that Bristol
Ferry Boats
give free
Julie & Carol (FOSBRites) at the Clean Air Day in Castle Park
with Lord Mayor Jos Clark
On arriving back at Temple Meads Station we ran for the train but just missed it.
So we walked blissfully down the bridge, along the Floating Harbour and
then back into the station to catch the bus home. Thank you Tina, GWR, FirstBus and the
ferry crew for a prize winning day.
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Intercity sets new record

On 24th September, Great Western Railway (GWR) laid on a special, non-stop, train from Temple
Meads to Paddington - to celebrate the release of the new GWR timetable which takes effect from
15th December. The train left Temple Meads at 18.49, arriving at Paddington at 20.01setting a new record journey time of 72 minutes.
There have been faster trains in the past, but in 2008 safer driving practices and speed
restrictions were introduced, so the Rail Performance Society (RPS) records fastest times
in two categories – pre-2008 and post-2008. Before the safety restrictions came in to
effect, the fastest train had managed to do the run in 68 minutes 19 seconds, this record
being set on 7th May 1977.
Although the September speed test was to show off what could be done, GWR are planning to speed up the service for everyone from December 15th. When the new timetable
is introduced, the fastest journey times between Bristol Temple Meads and London
Paddington will be cut to 1 hour 19 minutes – 17 minutes faster than is possible today.
Also journey times into London, non-stop from Bristol Parkway, will be cut to just 1 hour 8
minutes. Trains to London will also be more frequent, with three an hour at peak times
instead of two, from both Bristol Temple Meads and Bristol Parkway. The faster service is
due to railway upgrades and the introduction of the new Intercity Express Trains.
The changes to regular services in the new December timetable are very significant and
so GWR has launched an awareness campaign to highlight the changes ahead, and make
sure customers are prepared. It is encouraging customers to find out more at
www.gwr.com.
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Bristol Mass Transit - still on the cards
Bristol Mayor, Marvin Rees, gave his 'Annual State of the City' address at the University's
Wills Building on 16th October. He spent a considerable amount of time on transport
matters, including reference to a mass transit system. (A previous article on the proposed
underground system can be found in FOSBR newsletter no. 96, January 2018). He said:
'...we will deliver Mass Transit. A promise to the city that is both deliverable and essential
if we are to offer a real alternative to the car. Developed within the next decade, this will
bring four lines of mainly underground, low carbon, rapid and reliable mass transport.
The first line will connect Temple Meads to the airport, looping through the south of Bristol,
connecting people to jobs and opportunity. The next line will connect the northern fringe,
from Cribbs Causeway to the centre and the south and east central areas of the city. And
then we will connect the rest to the east, going as far as Lyde Green and Hicks Gate.
And by also enhancing and growing our urban rail network, these plans will transform
public transport. We will work closely with our local authority neighbours and with the
combined authority – but we must not and will not face away from the ambition and the
transformative impact of these plans'.
In February 2109, WECA approved spending £200,000 to further develop a strategic
outline business case. Then in July it agreed to spend another £1.3 M to further fund this
process.
For a mass transit system to be approved, the Department for Transport would require the
authority to submit various outline and strategic business cases - a process that could cost
up to £100 M and take at least six years to complete.

***********************************************************
Clifton Rocks Railway - a new beginning!
In April of this year, it was announced that the Clifton Rocks Railway had been bought by
Ian Johnson, the businessman who also owns the nearby Clifton Observatory. Mr
Johnson’s plans are to open a museum at the upper station seven days a week and
gradually restore the historic railway to its original Victorian glory. He also hopes to
renovate the facade on the Hotwells Road entrance. This has been welcomed by the
Clifton Rocks Railway Trust that, since 2005, has done much to restore and look after the
railway.
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Clifton Rocks Railway, which transported people from close to the Avon Gorge Hotel,
Clifton down to Hotwells Road, opened in 1893 and in its opening period carried around
11,000 passengers per week.

But numbers subsequently declined steadily and the

railway’s owners went into receivership in 1908, with the railway finally closing in 1934.
During the Second World War, the BBC secretly broadcast from the tunnel; and in recent
years the site has been looked after by a team of dedicated volunteers.

Membership Matters
Tony Lloyd (FoSBR Membership Secretary)
All those of you who sent their 2019 subscriptions by June this year should have received
membership cards with the June 2019 (No.100) newsletter. Thank you to all who sent
their subscriptions since then – your membership cards are enclosed with this newsletter.
We would also be happy to receive any other subscriptions for this year – every little bit
helps!
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Redland Station - new mural
A brand new mural has recently appeared at Redland station. It can be found on the brick
wall supporting the South Road end of the Lover's Walk bridge over the railway. Although
this newsletter, in black and white, does not show it, the mural is in very bright colours and
is certainly a cheerful addition to the scene. There is of course a reference to Lover's
Walk in the painting.
It is a shame that part of it is hidden behind an ugly grey electric control box. Also it will
be not easily visible to many people because it is right at the end of the station platform (in
the Clifton Down direction).
However all praise to the children at Cotham Gardens
Primary School who designed the mural, together with the artist who painted it - and to the
Severnside Community Rail Partnership who commissioned it.

Our next newsletter will be in January 2020. If you have anything for the next newsletter
(comments, photos, whinges, praise, poems, etc.), please send them in to us.
General enquiries: general@fosbr.org.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FOSBR
Membership: membership@fosbr.org.uk
Twitter: www.twitter.com/FOSBR
Newsletter: newsletter@fosbr.org.uk
Website: www.fosbr.org.uk
Campaigning: campaigns@fosbr.org.uk
or write to FoSBR, c/o 29 Brighton Road, Redland, Bristol, BS6 6NU
 FOSBR, printed by Greyhound, Clifton
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