FOSBR Newsletter Number 9  May 2016

Filton Bank fourtracking signs of activity

Works on this projecto put back the two railbetween Dr Days Junction and Filton Abbey
Wood stationthat were removedby BRas an economy measutia 1984 are becoming
more evident. Vegetation and redundant structures are being cleared alongpttie of

the two new lines. Also a number of structures and bridges along the route that will be
affected by the electrification programme are being tacklderepaatory works are also
startingfor the new platform being added at boffilton Abbey Wood and Bristol Parkway
stations The works along Filton Bank include:

m 1 Midland Railway bridggarapet works
m@gNﬁ 1 Boiling Wells underpass (St Werburghsg-

,WS;':&W pointing brickwork, waterproofing
Filton Bank Abbey Wood | 9 Ashley Hill footpndgereplacement
Capacity Improvements - { Easton Road bridge: replacement
1 Muller Road bridge: strengthening
— 9 Ducie Road bridge: parapet extension
F_:zé | 1 Church Road bridge (next to Lawrenkwl
m station): reconstruction
i Stabilisation of some cuttings an

embankments

A Voyager going north past Narrowa| Line ¢earance work being carried ouear Muller
Junction: the area where the new lines will| Road bridge
has been cleared and delimited with whi
barriers




Filton improvements: closure for essential works

Network Rail will be carrying out improvement watkis yeararound Filton which wil
affect Bristol, South Wales and Gloucester services in the late May Bank Holida9 (28
May) and the August Bank Holiday {29 August). Amongst other service disruption
there will be no trains on the Severn Beach line during those periods.

Information on tis can be found on a dedicated GWR websiten. GWR.com/filton2016
Also a very good explanatory leaflet (for the May closure) is posted on our FOSBR website.

V)

Severn Tunnel Closure

From Monday 12 September to Friday 21 October 2016, the Severn Tuilinet wlosed.
This means no trains will run between Patchway and the Severn Tunnel Junction; with
London services diverted and replacement buses between Newport and Bristol Parkway.

Ahead of the upgrade, a significant amount of preparation work is bamigrtaken, with
four tonnes of soot being removed from the tunnel (!) as well as repairs to the brick york.
During the sixveek closure, Network Rail will be working to install over eight miles of
conductor rail, designed to provide power to the new etectrains.

Information on this can be found on a dedicated GWR wellsite
www.GWR.com/SevernTunnel20a6d a joint GWR/NR leaflet can be foundtba FOSBR
website.

FOSBR's response to Natvk Rail's Hendy Reviewy some good news
but serious concern about MetroWest Rob Dixon

Earlier this year we responded to the Hendy Review consultation. As well as having advice
from various campaigners, we weshown a copy of the West of England's response. This
meant we were able to reiterate points that they and others had made. In our response
we asked for the inclusion of specific points and clarification in the final Review document.
Although we welcorad that it stated that no schemes were to be cancelled and confirmed
the quadrupling of Filton Bank, we were extremely concerned about the impact of delays
in improving East Bristol Junction on MetroWest.

East Bristol Junction remodelling was listed asréntly not funded' although it is an
essential requirement in order for MetroWest to go ahead. It seems that the junction will
simply be renewed and not improvedwhich would be a waste of resources as well as
potentially leading to the delay or cantaion of MetroWest. We reminded Network Rail

of the widespread public support for Metrowest and made it clear that, should this
junction fail to be remodelled, there would be considerable anger at their stance and the
impact on proposed services. We agkthat they commit to existing timetables for
MetroWest and the necessary infrastructure in the final documeWe argued that the
principal focus in the West of England region should be progressing MetroWest

We welcomed that the following were exptlg proposed before 2019: Bristol Parkway 4th

platform; a new platform at Filton AbbeWWood; line speed improvements from

Westerleigh Junction to Bat Green; flood resilience workAlthough the review stated
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that Filton Bank 4racking will be carried at (woo hoo!), we were concerned at a lack of
clarity about timingg i.e. whether this will be completed and available to enable proposed
MetroWest services to start as planned.

We were advised that, for any improvements to actually happen, they neededeto
included in the document. So we also asked that mention be made of provision for
upgrading station facilities, including signage, shelters and accessibility; sufficient rolling
stock for MetroWest services; passive provision for electrification of réiest lines;
passive provision for the Henbury Loop; remodelling of Hallen Junction (required for the
Loop).

We also stressed that Network Rail must recognise the likelihood of further rail
improvements in the future. So it needs to take a more strategu than is currently
apparent and should consider enabling improvements above and beyond those hitherto
under discussion.

With this in mind- and that the West of England has recently consulted on transport and
planning strategies, and is consideringdavolution package we asked for passive
provision for alla SGNR2 Said adl A 2 yalen orL&hitzning {(to setve/ y S O
Severnside industrial estatesCoalpit Heath Ashton Gate,Charfield and Stonehouse
Bristol Rd. In view of rumours of the closuof Pilning station, we asked that it be
preserved and noted that it has the potential to provide access to the proposed Severnside
industrial and housing developmesytwhich will be within walking distance.

One key piece of small print seemed to be tiNgtwork Rail plans to ensure thithe
Henbury Loop will be made suitable for the running of passenger trains as a diversionary
route-G LI aASYIASNRAAF A2y D 6LO A&a y2i Of SINJ
us that it does not mean that thenle would be suitable for passenger trains. We are still
seeking clarity about this).

We noted our disappointment thafletwork Rail only intends to provide limited funding for

the Temple Meads redevelopment. The reinstatement of platforms in the 'Digkatt\Wy
(Midland) shed is postponed until after 2019 and there is a lack of clarity about what
measures will be taken to increase capacity, reduce congestion and make the station more
accessible. We agreed with the West of England Joint Transport Boarahtiraerim plan

for Temple Meads is urgently required.

We will be waiting to see what Network Rail include in the final document and we will be
campaigning accordinglyVatch this space and check the FOSBR website for updates!

FOSBR 2016 Membership Sulystions

Thanks to all of you who have renewed your membership for this year. Your subscr{ptions
and donations are much appreciated and are vital for our campaign to improve lochpl rail
services. A 2016 membership card is enclosed.
To those of you who hee not yet renewed your membership, it is not too late and jwe
would be very happy to receive your subscriptions. In case you have lost the membership
renewal form that was sent out in January, another one is enclosed with this newslettgr.
Best wishes Tony Lloyd (FOSBR Membership Secretary)




Severnside Energy Recovery Centre

The construction of a new 'energy from waste' facjlibgtween the existing Seabank
Power station and theformer ICI/Terra nitrogen fertiliser plant on Severn Road,
Severnside, lould be completed by about September of this yedt.consortium led by
SITA UK has won a 25 year contract with the West London Waste Authority to take
300,000 tonnes of residual household waste (waste after recyclables removed) produced
by some 1.4 M redents of the West London Boroughs of Brent, Ealing, Harrow,
Hillingdon, Hounslow and RichmomngonThames(which up to now has been sent to
landfill sites). It will also process some commer¢iaidustrial waste from the Bristol area.

The waste will be lirnt in a state of the art incinerator, designed to reduce emissions (of
CQ and NQ gases) usingechnologydeveloped by SwidsasedHitachi Zosernnova The

34 megawatt facility will produce enough electricity to power the equivalent of 50,000
homes andcould also provide heat to local businesseghe original planning application
was refused by S Glcestershire Caacil in 2010 buthe company appealed anthllowing

a public Inquirypermission was grantebly the Secretary of State Beptember2011.

Our interest in this project ighat the waste from London will béelivered direct to the site

by rail the last part of the journewsing a former freight line that used to seraeailhead

at the ICI site This spur connected to the Severn Beach &beut 1200 metres south of
Severn Beach statiomd ran southwards back to the ICI sidings through a bridge under
Severn Road; this spur was lifted in about 2005. This is now being reinstated and the
enabling works include upgrading the signalling on pdrthe Severn Beach branch line
from a onetrain system; reinstating the link from the sidings to the branch line; and,
upgrading the sidings, including the track beds, the rails and siding signalling.

Waste trains from London will have tan via Narrevays Hill Junctionp the Severn Beach
line pastClifton Down, Avonmouth and Hallen MarsBecause of the configuration of the
link from the sidings to theeyernBeachline, waste trains will run nearly to Severn Beach
station before reversing back to ¢hERC sidingslt is expected that the railhead will
receive onewastetrain per day five or six nights per weeklo avoid peak demand on the
rail network,it islikely to arrive overnight, probably between 1900 and 07@@er the last
passenger trairhas gone. After dischargng on site the empty train will return the same
way, sometime before the first passengetrain in the morning. The deliveries will be
containerised with each train of 26 wagons being capable of carrying 78 contaihers.
sidngs will be used enabling the train to be halved in lenfgthmore efficient unloading
andthe containers will be lifted from the train using two gantry cranes and transferred to
designated storage areas.

We have had some comments from FOSBR membekoatpelier and Sea Mills noting
that noisy trains have passed by late at night. This might be trains bringing supplies
line improvementsorth of Clifton Down presumably linked to the enabling works for the
SITA rail linklt seems too early fothe waste trains themselvesalthough a little bird told
us that they could start up as early as 20th Junih trains scheduled each night to pass
Sea Mills at 0010 and 0450 houngresumably to and from the site respectively.

Below aretwo picturesof the raillink reinstatementworks, taken in mieApril.

4



Showing the ERC building plus teestated
rail link servingthe new sidings

X

Linkfrom the Severn Beacline,
comingbacktowardsthe bridge
under Severriroad




Temple Quarter

The 70 hectaréBristol Temple Quarter Enterprise Zomas officially opened in 2012 and
will last for 25 years aiming to regenerate a large part of central Brista#ntred on
Temple Meads station and specifically to create more jobs (17,000 by the end of the
project). It consists obkeveral key projects. As well as creating a new community of
housing and industry, the project aims to improve the chaotic traffic agdeptrian routes
around the station.

In midApril FOSBR submitted a response to the consultation onTe@ple Quarter
Spatial Framework The framework will contribute to phaing guidelines over the next 25
@SIFNER G2 G3dzARS yR akKILIS ySg RSOSt2LIVSy
many of the aspirations within the framework require a partner developer or other funding
sources yet to be identified. Some key poifitsn the framework document are extracted
below:

1 Two additional train platforms will be sstated at Bristol Temple Meads in the Digby
Wyatt Passenger Shed (currently a car park) for totigror MetroWest services.

1 Temple Circus junction will be -raodelled to create a crossroads with a est&ge
crossing from a new public space called Temple Place. The visual and physical link
between St Mary Redcliffe and the station will be improved by extending the Brunel
Mile pedestrian/cycle route into the new ngourse.

1 There will be a northern station entrance on Friary (to be known as Brunel Square).
Brunel Square/Friary will also encompass public space, retail and office developments.

1 The current concourse under Temple Meads will extend east into then§oQifice
site to provide a new eastern station entrance. This new eastern entrance will lead to
Totterdown Basin (which will have a watieased leisure focus).

9! ySg a{dFGA2y {(iNBSG¢ NRdAziS O0LISRS&{NRI
under Temple Meads from Friary to Totterdown Basin, partly in existing disused
tunnels. This would run parallel and emerge adjacent to the new station concourse.

1 The eastbound pedestrian/cycle corridor will continue across the floating harbour with
a pedestrian Bserthorne Bridge towards Silverthorne Lane and Barton Hill. The south
east bound pedestrian/cycle corridor towards Totterdown will continue via a
02FNRglf]1 G2 CSSRSNI w2lFIR YR . NRO1& . NAF
promenade alongside BatRoad.

At Friary there will be @ dz& A Yy G§SNOKFy3aAS T2 NJ, cedo&tsdy A v |
there from Station Approach. Other bus stops, including MetroBus and Park & Ride,
will be moved to the side of the new Temple Gate crossiDgcussions have stad
with the owners of the plot in front of Bristol & Exeter House to set aside more space
for eastbound busstops on Temple Gate. Station Approach will be used for-dftsp
and taxis.

1 There will be a new road to link Temple Back East with Friahere there will be a
500-space/800cycle space mukstorey car park.


http://www.bristoltemplequarter.com/spatialframework
http://www.bristoltemplequarter.com/spatialframework

Commens on the Framework

FOSBR responded to the consultation with general points around pedestrian flow and
legibility and that space available for bus stops (Friary & Temple Guada)dsbe increased

to maximize the transport interchange potential. Along with TfGB, we said that
consideration should be given to a basly rightturn into Friary (not currently planned) to

allow northrwest bound bus access as well as seedist bound s accessThis would

mean that rail passengers would not have to cross busy Temple Gate and walk across
Clocktower Yard to get to the new entrance.

The framework plan has been broadly welcomed by other Bristol organizations such as the
Bristol Civic Soety (BCS) and Transport for Greater Bristol (TfGB)stol Civic Society

have commented that the placé { Ay 3 | ALIANI GA2ya 2F (GKS LI
quality and wellO2 Yy SOUGSR &aLJ OSaé o t SRSAUNAI Yk O28 (
Brunel Mile ad Bath Promenade and the dispersed nature of the rail/bus/taxi transport
AYOGSNOKFY3S NBIdZANB Y2NB SYLKIaaa 2y agl @
as colour trails on the pavement.

Warren Marsh a FOSBR member who has been actively campaigtiout Temple Meads

for some years noted that, althoughhe thought which had gone into the overall
development plan was impressive and included detailed cycling and pedestrian routes,
there was little indication of the size of the area reserved for sumed coaches. The key
thing is thatthe principle of a bus/rail interchange on this site is now firmly established

In the last Development Plan there was a protected alignment for any future Light Ralil
connection with the main linewhichnow appears ¢ have been dropped.

Station Approach will eventually only be used by taxis; bus and coach stops will be
relocated adjacent to the new entrance at Friary. Without knowing the locations of new
and old station entrances, it is difficult to properly apgeathis idea.

Directly linked to the rail station redevelopment is the need to cope with the huge
numbers of Arena visitors to what will be a large space accessed mainly by pedestrians.
Station Street is a key part of thidt would enable visitors to @ch the new Friary bus
stops and car park directly from the Arené&Hopefully, improved suburban rail services

will one day play their part in moving thousands of Argyuers across the city)However

the Temple Meads Master Plan is still a work ingrmess and not due for completion until
2017- so anyimprovements will not be built before the arena is completed.

TheCouncil is relying on additional Park & Ride facilities, enhanced bus services and a rail
service shuttle to Bristol Parkwayplus a remewed enthusiasm for walking and cycling.
Warren Mash believes that a shuttle bus between the Arena and Cabot Circus-multi
storey car park would help those who do not want to face a 20 minute walk to retrieve
their cars after a performance. New road tregions will mean that no buses will be able

to use Albert Road, only taxis and coaches.

Finance for most of the proposed improvements would have to come from central
government. Network Rail only have funding for limited station improvements, b thi
does not include the Station Street, as the subway is not a railway operational requirement.
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Following the Hendy Review there is a lack of clarity about what is included in the Temple
Meads Master PlanStation Street is required to provide access dhena but will not be
ready in time and the unfunded nature of most of the proposals means there is a risk that
some aspects may not happen at all.

It appears that several buildings such as Network Rail's proposedstarkiiy car park will
intrude into the current open space which would otherwise be used for the expansion of
bus and coach services following the predicted substantial increase in rail travellers and
arena visitors.

Full details of BCC's programme for investigating arena travel optiondedound on
their planning website (Application ref no. 15/06069/F dated 24.3.16). However, to put all
these ideas into effect by the date of the Arena opening in 2018 is a mammoth task!

For more info about the Temple Quarter proposed developments, dnatumaps, see
http://www.bristoltemplequarter.com/spatialframework

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkx

Devolution- game changer or poisoned chadie Tina Biggs

Devolution deputing, delegation, of work or power (esp. by .... central government to|local
or regional administration)from Concise Oxford Dictionary

TheWest of England devolution dea$ an agreement between the @ernment (actually

the Treasury) and the West of England Partnership (WEP) which was negotiated by the
29t {UGNYOGS3AAO [SFRSNBEQ .2IFNR AY al NOK HAM
Post about it and may be wondering what the consequences avbel of accepting or
rejecting it. The facts are these:

1 The deal is for £30 million pounds as a grant (not a loan) for 30 years, therefore totalling
£900 million over this period with powers to borrow money or generate additional
revenue.

1 This is beig offered to the four unitary authorities who make up the West of England
(BANES, South Gloucestershire, North Somerset and Bristol), to cover the following
remit: transport, planning, infrastructure (including roads) and skills.

1 We calculate that thiselvel of grant is roughly at the same level as the current spending
in these areas, at least for the current fiyear period.

1 The deal would involve setting up a Combined Authority to oversee the spending and a
scrutiny process is to be set up with unisities to make sure that the money is spent
properly.

1 The main (and most controversial, but raggotiable) condition of this deal is to have a
Metro Mayor, butthe details of the role is not yet clear. The Mayor would act on behalf
of the region as a wdle, and would not be outvoted by an individual or group of
authorities. This is likely to be a sticking point for those who see the mayor as having a
different view and focus from their council.

1 The deal has to be ratified by June 2016, by each ofdheals who wish to take part.
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There appear to be problems in getting agreement from all the four authorities. North
Somerset Council have been expressing doubt in the local press about the prospect of
having a Metro Mayor because of the fear of beingdeswed' by the needs of Bristol.
However at the Evening Post hustings on Friday 22 April, George Ferguson confirmed in
public that the deal could go ahead with the agreement of just three, instead of all four,
authorities. At present, none of the four ddrities have confirmed how they are going to
ratify this deal. FOSBR intends to attend each of the upcoming Full Council meetings, and
talk to the councillors to find out what individuals feel about this and what their preferred
conditions would be.

FOSBQa LIRaiAdAzy 2y GKAA RSFE Aa | OF dzi A 2 dza
that the only way a really gamghanging transport strategy could be implemented across
GKS NBX3IA2Yy Aa (2 KIFEGS I Y2NB a0SSF&dthiglzLIE

is what is on the table. Clearly, one danger of this deal is that there may be more conflict
locally on how the money is divided up over all the different schemes dear to the different
councils. In particular FOSBR is nervous that, if the goveens confined solely to the
four leaders of the authorities, excessive money will be spent on-bealding schemes
dear to each of the four leadersunless there is a commitment to sustainable transport
spending to reduce the appalling congestion om mads.

Another concern is slightly cynicatould devolution be a way of devolving spending cuts?
In other words is Government asking Councils to do their dirty work for them?

So we are planning to present our ideas for a rail and bus strategyréetts all the four
authorities as one whole region. WMiag sure rail and bus link together properly
throughout our Region would lead to a lot more people having the confidence to leave
their car at home and use public transport for their dadyrneys- whether a commute to
work or a trip to school, college or university. We want to encourage those authorities
who are the most sceptical to negotiate for the governance (within a devolved set up) that
they would have confidence mand which would givéhe democratic representation that
this Combined Authority would need Watch this space!

To see the agreement in more detéohly 17 pages long!po ta
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wesbf-englanddevolutiondeal
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FOSBR Travel Survey Carol Durrant

During January and February FOSBR ran an online survey for people who live or work in the
wider Bristol area. Results from this (to eddnuary) were fed into the WEP Joint
Transport Study which is being run to determine the best way to provide for transport
needs of the region up to 2036 he survey received good publicity from The (Bristo§t,Po
Bristol 24/7 and Radio Bristol amongst other news outlets. We received 800 responses
and full survey results can be found on our webgitew.fosbr.org.uk

The press coverage focused on one questitvhich of these train stations would be
useful to you if they were opened/reopened? ¢ KS G gAYYSNE 41 a ! AKQ



closely by Portishead and then Horfield, Long Ashton and Ashley Hill. The vote counts are
in the chart kelow.

Number of votes out of sample of 800

Ashton Gate 42%

Portishead 37% | 293

Horfield 31% 249

Long Ashton 27%

Ashley Hill 21%

Thornbury 20%

St Annes Park 18%

Charfield 13%

Saltford 13%

Henbury 13%

Pill 12%

North Filton 11% 88
Flax Bourton 11% 87
Winterbourne 10% 77

Portway P&R 8% 60

Coalpit Heath 6% 15

Portbury 5% 40
Hallen 4% 29

Uphill 3% [ 27

Pilning 3% 27

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

Portishead will be r@pened as part of MetroWest Phase 1, A&shHill should be re
opened as part of MetroWest Phase 2. Ashton Gate will not bspemed as part of
MetroWest Phase 1 but is subject to a new business case study in 2016/2017 to
demonstrate feasibility. There are no current plans to site a statiothenLong Ashton
corridor or to open a second station (Horfield) on the Filton Bank.

The survewlsoincluded an open question:

'‘What changes to train or bus services would encourage you to use public transport
and/or improve your public transport journey

alye 2F (KS NBaLRyaSa RAaAO0dzaaSR GKS LINRO
FOSBR found the comments on bus routes, bus reliability, bus timetable, (lack of) bus/rail
integration and ticketing very informative. We have shared the survey resithsTfGB,
Bristol City Council, WEP, GWR and FirstBus.
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A Quick Look at Potentidilew Sations

Our travel survey found that a range of new oraened stations would be welcomed by
the 800 respondentsvho took part So we thought that we should look thiese stations/
station sites in more detail to see what challenges exist.

Like the Bristol equivalents of Indiana Jonesfew intrepid FOSBRIitdsoked for lost
treasures along our railway route®Ve hacked through the undergrowth, peered through
fences, looked over bridge parapets as well as having to placate security guards that
seemed to appear out of nowhere near some station sitEsentually we found what we

had been looking forlost and abandoned stations.

Below is information orsix of the potential station sitesniore to come in the next
newsletter). It must be stressed that this is only a first lesde and by no means a proper
assessment of station viabilities. -Bpening would of course depend on costs but also on
potential passeger numbers, effects on route timetabling, access, etc. One factor that
could be important is that some station sites may need passing loapd/or loop
platforms- in order to minimise potential for slower stopping services tddhap express
trains. Toassess the need for this is quite complicated and we were certainly not trying to
second guess thisalthough we made a note of whether passing loops/ platforms would
be possible.

1) St Annes Park Station

This station, on the Great Wester
line, opened In M@ 1898 and closec
in January 1970.

Access would be from St Annes P«
Road although, of course, this way
- fenced off at present because th
e \ i station site is on the busy line fror

g . Tenple Meads to Bath and Londot
Against the ugine to London is &
wide strip of land that could be used

for a passing loop/ platform. Howevdris is not so easy on thside of the dowHine to
Bristol,because of the steep drop at the edge of the track into a drain/ditch. Also on that
side off St Annes Terraces a Scouts Activity Centre which might make access more
difficult to that side of thetrack.

Although there does not appear to be much habitation immediately surrounding the
station (it is next to St Annes Park/ Wood and the very rural Nightingale Valley), there are
in fact many houses in the area, tucked out of view from the statitn s Anybody who
knows this area of Bristol will realise that it is plagued with traffic congestion. Wick Road/
Sandy Park Road is a particular nightmare when trying to get to Bath or back into Bristol.
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Station site \

Photofrom Wick Roadridge- a freight train (carrying new concrete sleepagysjng
towards Bistol No 2 Tunnel andah. The Scouts Activity Centre is on right of the pictu

Kerry McCarthy, MP for Bristol Easas taken a particular interest in the-ogpening of this
station. She held a community meetiicklea AcademyWick Road Brislington on
Saturday March L2attended by70 local people as well as four local councillosiowing

the support for reopening fromlocal people She told the meeting thahe poor public
transport linksin the area with resultant appallingongestionleads toa strong traffic and
environmental case for St Anne's Park to be reopened, as well as ensuring areas like
Brislingtonand St George are properly connected to areas of employment.

There is also a petition online (3,500 signatures needed to secure a debate on this at a full
Council meeting). Please support this by signing loe (closing date is 17th July) :
http://epetitions.bristol.gov.uk/epetition_core/community/petition/3511.

2) Ashton Gate Station

The station was opened asshton Gate Platfornin 1906 (initially to servethe football
stadium) but closed inlNovemberl917as a wartime economy measuré. was ebuilt and
reopenedin May 1926 It was renamed Ashton Gate in 1928 and then Ashton Gate Halt in
1962 before being closed again 1962. oftened temporarily betweerll9701977 for
football specials, and again May1984for Billy Graham'&Mlission Englarid

An initial study by CH2M Hill consultants recommended tleabpeningthe station should
only beconsidered for MetroWest Phase 2, althoug&ssenger service de Portishead
line itself is scheduled fdPhase 1. The low passenger forecast numbersed for their
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