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NEW DAWN FOR LOCAL RAIL

THREE CARRIAGES ARE BETTER THAN
THE 0808 SEVERN BEACH TRAINESIAK
LIGHT WORK LOADINGIBNDRED PEOPL
FROMSTAPLEONROAD.(see page P

1 The whole is greater than the sum of its parts.

1 Stoke Gifford Rail Depot gets go ahead.

1 Campaignstnite the City, GWranchise McNulty.
1 Great Western rail franchise up for grabs.

1 AGM and 2011 yeareport

1 2012 subs duamembership renewal formenclosedplus
one for a friend!



Early morning commutersvaiting at Stapleton Road railway
station. These travellers used to be served by two co&acer
trains, now thankfully strengthened to three. The improved
capacity will encourage more people to eghe train orat least
not be left behind.

The whole is greater than the sum of the parts

The elements of a rail network cannot be stdlin isolatbn each ones a part
of a greater system or machirspread across the cityA change or elimination
of only one seemingly small or insignificant component can have astiuay
effect on the whole, leading to a downward spiral that could potentiallyltes
In stagnation or worse.

¢t KS RSORAY!I { lo&lail etwork inNi¥e Ette2partbiithe twentieth
century is testament to thisThe demolition of the viaduct between
Montpelier and Fishpond® make way for the M32he closure of the old
Midland lines to the north and east to Bath and south to Brislingtod the
Portishead line to passengdrsthe sixties andeventies was compounddxy

a further blowin the eightieswith the reduction in capacity of Filton Bankiin
four tracks to tvo. Thiswas in turnfollowed by limited serices at Bedminster
and Parsontgeet stations in south Brist@nd a service ragttion on the

Severn Beach Line to serve Filton Abbey Woltdvas when the Severn Beach
Line service was pially bustitutedbetween Avonmouth and th&evern

Beach denyingcyclists and mothers with prams accgémt local citizens
decided that the rot had to stop before the greater Bristol area would end up
with no localpassengerail at all.



FoSBR and othehaveby @ampaigningcomponent by compoent reversed

the tragedy of local rail in Bristol. It was the relaljy@mall enhancement of

the Severn Beach Line servicewith&RE G NI G NJ Ay YIF {Ay3 | dz
from the evenings) frequency ardsurprse Sunday service that began to
resuscitatdocal Bristol rail. The effwrof Severnside Commity Rail
PPNOYSNBKALI 02 KIS 0KS AyOdzyoSyid 2LISN
line local stations such as Stapleton Road, Lawrence Hill, Bedminster and

Parson Street combined with the extra platform at Bristol Parkway have for

relatively litle experselaid the foundations of a Bristol Metro rail system.

The growth in local rabbrought about by these small enhancements is now
pushing at the door at soething thata few years ageeemedunimaginable
but now a real posdiility; the game changinge-quadrupling for Filton Bank

Any potentialnew franchisee that believesgains can be made hyissing out
GAYO2Yy @SY A SY ( prurinyguiét évenindiskeriice2wifl sind that)
they are pulling at a tiead that willunravel the gains of the last 15 years.
Each small station and quiet service is a green shoot to be nurtured into
somethingmuchgreater.

The multipliereffect in action:an example
Theparts:
1 Clifton Down ticket office.
1 More mainline services calling at Staplefed.
1 Evening services on the Severn Beach Line
1 Better services to Bedminster and Parson St.

The so called business cases for each of the above can be greatly strengthened
when combined togetheto be multiplied.

The whole: Anewticket office at Clifton Down can now build on the improved
Severn Beach line services antl sekets for the whole Nationald® network,
season tickets and perhaps adyvisn continental raitravel In other words

take the pressure of Bristol Temple Meads not only atrttenticket office

but the infrastructure too. If more manline trains call at Stapletonoad



including the direcBristolParkwayto BathSpatrains instead omissng out
inner city stations thenrvellers from Cliftorfand further afieldcan avoid the
hassle of changing trains @&empleMeadsand make connectionat a human
scaleStapleton Road Internationah(dif they have time to spare shap St
Marks Road)In effect Clifton Down will be perceivedjually as a malme
station asa local one. (A guamhceon a Sunday Severn Beach train showed
the £400+ cash he took before 11am from people travelling further afield
Improved evening services will multiplyrfher the amenity of local trainand
long distance trains

Clifton Down Ticket OfficeStapleton Road InterchangeBetter Evening
Servicex United rail servies to Bedminster and Parson=SEestalt Leap in
rail use. Once the critical mass angbfiing point is reached the explosion in
rail use willmakethe re- four-trackingon Filton Bankseem likesmallbeerin
the historyof. NA a2t Qa t20Ff NI Af NByYylIaoSyOSd

And there is more The return of traingo . NXzy S sh@dbrindslth# f

entrance to Temple Meads a couple of hundred yards closer t€ityeentre

that 02 YO AY SR GAGK | Lzt AO {FdddhemaxtI2 NI Ay (
newsletter)

Banzai! Hitachi Rail Depot receives planning perrsisn from South

Glos.Thecontroversial new depot at Stoke Gifford has been given planning
permissionby South Gloscouncil. Local residenthiaveargued that there
were more suitable locations, whichay have beeso had theSwindam works
not been closed and turned into a shopgioutlet village It also sticks the
throat that British trainmanufacturing has been so decimated by political
indifference that thelJapanese havieadto be brought in to provide the rolling
stock Had electrification been carried out in the eigl#tierhen first proposed
by Bitish Rail nor the Advance Passenger Train been canned then things may
have been quite different.No matter, we are wherewe are and his depot
further strengthens the case fdiilton Bankd re-quadrupling supporting

C 2 { . witatonsin @leveloping local Bristol railLet us hop¢hat this firm
from the land of the rising sumecomes a good and welcome neighbour
showecasing the best of rail technologyth a touch of Zen.




FOSBR ANNUAL AGM.

The AGM was on 21st January 2012Aatonmouth Social Club: 23 FOSBRItes
attended.! FdzZf f NBLR2NI 2F GKS ! ba OFly o6S ¥
website www.fosbr.org.uk

The highlight of the AGM was the Guest Speaker: Steve Tyler First Great

Western Manager CentraWho told us about his job remit and spoke to us about the
need for joining with other campaign groups to speak with one voice on:

* Electrification, currently Paddington to Temple Meads and Cardiff, to be extended to
Swansea, Weston super kg and local services such as the Severn Beach Line and Yate

* Henbury loop to be reopened
* Portishead reopened for passenger traffic

* Fourtracking Filton Banic & LJdzA K | (i (RaKdefot aRSoReNGffdrd now has been
given planning permission).

Steve also fielded well some pretty tough questioningrfrihe floorwith a respectively be-
el of candour. It was encouragit@seethat he was prepared to spend time to engagith
FOoSBR and adle included on other FOSBReaits and also to hedhat he is himself a igu-
lar canmuter on bcal Brstol rail, witnessing himself the exponential growth it hagjeyed
in the past few years.
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To sum up we are still in the black but we need new memb&rtEASE SEND IN YOUWME
BERSHIP RENEWAL FORM

5. Committee Resignations: Julie Boston is resigning as Campaigns Organiser but ig-contin

Ay3a Fa I Ch{.w O2YYAGGSS YSYOSNWY 2 SRaINBaSy S
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FOSBEER Sunday event on Sunday 29th January at the Barley Mow, but look forward to co
tinued involvement!

New FOSBR committee 2012: Coopted committee

Bernard Lane (chair) BrendanBiggs Daniel Casey
TonyLloyd (membership/treasurer) | pave Wood Eric Wildman
Tina Biggs (secretary) lan Shortman Julie Boston
Rob Dixon (press officer) Lionel White Teresa McGill



http://www.fosbr.org.uk/

C 2 { s GWARENT CAMPAKSN

1. Unite the City(FOSBR/Green party initiative) please write to
your councilor!

In 2007, FOSBR campaigned for a 30 minute service between Temple Meads and Avo
mouth stations. We did not win what we asked for but persuhB€C to pay £1.3 m over
three years. From 2008 this @&d many improvements such as twrains on the line
whichcreated a more reliabldO-minute service In 2010, Cllr Gary Hopkins renegotiated

the contract with First Great Western, ensuring that the money from ticket sales went
straight to First Great Westerrather than to theDepartment for Transport. As a cans
guence, the yearly subsidy was reduced to £220,000, thereby saving £200,000 fronbthe su
sidy. But FOSBR wants to see that £200k reinvested in rail, in the wider Bristol Metro. This
has not yet happened.

TheGreen Party are putting in £90,000 extra faitrs, presumably as Daniel Caseynme

tioned, from 0600 to 0000Labour are proposing a more modest £35,000 extra for an-add
tional evening train. FOSBR would like to go further and to see the whole of the £200k saved
reinvested in rail, improving the secd to Parson Street and Bedminster as well. There is no
sign yet of any support for extra rail spending from the Lib Dems or Toriespthihg will

be decided until the Full Courndudget meeting on Tues 28 Febuary 2012 to set the budget.

We need to loby councillorsso please write a short statement to your local councitar

the back of the enclosed FOSBR map, outlining your local journey, in time fandget
meetingon the 28 FebruaryVisit the Bistol Gty Council websiteto find out the address of
your local councillor: https://www.bristol.gov.uk/councillorfinder/?Task=name; click on the
name to get the address.

Please urg them to vote for albf the £200k Severn Beach Line money to be saved for rail.
It was money thatvas fought for and we want to see it reinvested in rail.

2. The Greater Western Franchise Replacement Consultagion
please write to the Department for Transport!

Local council actions

On 17th January 2012 Councillor David WillingltearFOSBR membeglsubmitted a no-

tion to the council which called for the council to ensure that they respond to the caasult
tion for the new Rail Franchise. The motion received epassy support and was passed
unanimously. Amongst other things it stated that the franckis@ould provide halhourly
services to existing and any new stations, new and sufficient rolling stockirémking of
Filton Bank, and the reopening of the Portishead line and the Henbury loop.

FOSBR was very pleased to see this motion passed andpesdlmat it both reflects a desire
to see improvements and will lead to action!



Tim Kent, Bristol cabinet member for Transport, subsequently announced that Bristol City
Council have allocated funds to employ staff to work on the development of rail scHemes

the franchise. We welcome this, although we are concerned that the council and the West
of England Partnership should have been doing this years ago! We hope it is not too late!

Tim Kent has also announced his desire for a campaign to ensure thisatichise includes

a halthourly service to all existing and future stations. His stated intention is for a campaign
including politicians across parties and across the local authorities, businesses, and pressure
groups including FOSBR, Portishead Railfisand Transport for Greater Bristol. These will
jointly (and separately) put pressure on the government and bidders to ensure we get a
crosscity halthourly service to existing and any new stations, together with the reopening

of the Portishead line andenbury loop.

What FOSBR told the council we want to see in the franchise:

In our submission to the council, we urged the council and the West of England Partnership
to show leadership in pressing the government and potential bidders to include thavfollo
ing in the new franchise:

1) In line with the Joint Local Transport Plan,-halfirly services to all local stations must be

written into the franchise. It is also important to ensure that these services also run to any
future new stations, in order to emse the franchisee cannot demand extra funding to stop

at these stations.

2) Halthourly services should also run in the evenings. At present there is a 90 minute gap
in the evening timetable on the Severn Beach line and there are insufficient locaeservi
from Temple Meads to Parkway at the weekend. There need to be earlier first trains and
later last trains on local routes.

3) As an absolute minimum, current service levels must be maintained. These are higher
than the level specified in the currentainchise. The current enhanced-glinute service on

the Severn Beach Line should be specified in the new franchise until infrastructure permits a
30-minute service.

4) The foustracking of Filton Bank is essential to ensure any improvements and that local
services are not reduced in order to enable the new Bristol Temple Meads to London trains,
via Parkway, that are proposed after electrification.

5) There must be a requirement for integrated ticketing and for action to be takencto pr
mote local stations sth as Clifton Down and Lawrence Hill as local interchanges, both for
changing trains and to connect with bus services.

6) The rail line to Portishead must be reopened and, as elsewhere, ahchailf service
provided.

7) There must be adequate revenue fction including spot checks at all local stations and
staffed offices or ticket machines.



8) Cycling facilities must be provided, such as safe route information, lockers and CCTV.

9) The line between Avonmouth and Bristol Parkway, known as the Henlmryrtwst be
reopened, with a hathourly service.

10) If investment in the infrastructure required to ensure these services is not forthcoming
from Network Rail, this should be the responsibility of the franchisee.

11) New rolling stock must be providedeasure the efficient operation of services.

12) We hope that there will be electrification of local services, taking advantage ab-econ
mies of scale.

Whilst we accept that the priorities are for hddburly services on existing lines and the line

to Portishead, plus new rolling stock to ensure this, we believe it is vital to aim higher and to
ensure that nothing is done to prevent further improvements in the future, such as reew st
tions, additional services or light rail.

FOSBR's suggestions for thReanchiseYou will have received a draft copy of FOSBRys su
gestions for the franchise with the last newsletter (see FOSBR website). This will form the
basis for our submission to the Department for Transport and potential bidders.

What can you do?

1) Write to the Department for Transport by 31 March 2012

Ask for hakhourly services at existing and any new stations, new rolling stock, the wuadr
pling of Filton Bank and the reopening of the Portishead line and Henbury loop tapasse
gers. If these are ndunded by the Department for Transport or Network Rail, they should
be included in the franchise and the responsibility of the franchidsean absolute min

mum, current service levels must be maintained. These are higher than the level specified
in the aurrent franchise. Responses should be sent to GWconsultation@dft.gsi.gov.uk.

AND copy in politiciang your Councillor, MP and the Executive Member for Transport for
your local council.

2) When the bidders are announced, write to ALL of them asking fasthto be included
Ay GKSANI 0AR a WLINAOSR 2LIiA2yaqQo

3. McNulty: Tugging at the fraying thread: Please send a postcardeatened
Ticket officesFilton (to close in afternoon); Oldfield Park (morning); Keynsham (morning);
Wedon-super Mare (late shift); Bath Spa (late shift); Worle Parkway (morning);Nailsea and
Backwell (morning); Yate (mornind)atton (Morning); Bridgewater (@ming); Taunton (late
shift); Bradford on Avon (morning); Trowbridge (late shift); Westbury (morning); Frome
(morning); Warminster (morning); Gloucester Central (late shift); ChelterBafiate

shift).

A campaign postcard is encloseg@lease send! (Tina Biggs)



Walking betweer? S& G0 dzZNE (2 2 NXYAyadSNY BELX 2N
land.

Westbury Station, famous for having the best café on the Weymouth line makes a
fine start for a short winters walk to Warminster. Westbury is a busy interchange
handling trains from Bristol, London, Weymouth and Devon and Cornwall in addition
to freight. As a portal to the rest of the country it is dignified with proper facilities that
enhance the attractiveness of rail travel. A example perhaps for the likes Filton
Abbey Wood, Stapleton Road and Clifton Down.

Ancient investment in infrastructure. Forts have been in these parts for a long
time.
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Catching the train back to Bristol from Warminster after a walk, a Sunday roast and a
day away from the computer.

FOSBEER Sunday events throughout the year

Alma Tavern (Clifton Down): rail game, Miles Arms (Avonmouth): skittles match. Sugar Loaf
(Stapleton Road): rail policy meeting i discussion of McNulty Report. Mill House (Sea Mills): darts
match, Prince of Wales (Montpelier): music. Kensington Arms (Redland): rail quiz and discussion on
rail policy

Conferences and meetings

Meetings with Charlotte Leslie (Bernard and Rob) leading to a letter to the Transport Secretary
(March 2011) and Bristol Rail Debate in the House of Commons, July 2011

Travelwatch South West, Saturday 9 October, Taunton (Rob)
West of England Rail Conference, Friday 4 November, Bristol (Bernard, Rob, Julie, Brendan)

Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation, Wednesday 16 November, Exeter (Julie,
Teresa)

Regular attendance at Transport for Greater Bristol Alliance meetings, Bristol (Rob, Julie, Bernard,
Brendan)

Meetings with Tim Kent, Wednesday 14 December, Bristol (Bernard, Julie, Teresa, Rob, Brendan)




FOSBR stalls (Lionel and Peter) Redland Mayday Fair, Windmill Hill City Farm, Festival of Nature,
St Andr e wob s ilsPaaScot GrouptFete, Avanmouth Park Fete, Yatton Flower Show

Timetable distribution (Lionel plus helpers): 11,000 timetables given out to 3571 40 libraries, shops,
cafes, flats, churches, and community centres

Publications

Submissions to Core Strategies for North Somerset, and South Gloucestershire (Brendan) plus
associated meetings in Thornbury and Worle (Bernard, Brendan and Tina)

FOSBR suggestions for the new GW franchise circulated to First Great Western, Bristol City Council,
West of England Partnership

Analysis of station usage figures (Rob) see website www.fosbr.org.uk

NOWWHO SAID FOSBR WAS A
MICKEY MOUSE ORGANISATION?
FOSBR @OSBEER Barley Mow.




